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Interdisciplinary Panel Discussion
Taixu’s Perception of Christianity:

Insights from an Early Twentieth-century Chinese Buddhist Teacher
“China needs Christianity, while Europe and America need Buddhism.” This powerful utterance comes

from Taixu, a Buddhist monk active in early twentieth-century China. Taixu gave this title to one of his most
informative speeches about Christianity, delivered in 1938 at a Christian university in Chengdu. What were Taixu’s
reasons for making this claim? Through which channels did he receive information regarding Christianity? How did
his views on Christianity evolve over time? The present webinar will provide elements to answer these questions and
elaborate on Taixu’s views within the broader context of Christianity’s reception in China and East Asia at the time.

Master Taixu 太虛大師 (1890–1947) was one of the leading figures engaged in reforming Chinese
Buddhism. He aimed to establish a “modern Buddhism” for a “modern China” that would focus on the present life
and make a visible contribution to society’s welfare. While engaged in implementing this plan, he maintained close
contact with Christian missionaries in China and even embarked on a yearlong journey to the West aimed at
exploring Christian countries. Hence, his views on Christianity rely on a wide range of sources that provide
intriguing insights. After a brief presentation by Peter Boros, Fulbright Visiting Student Researcher at UHM, the
three participants will discuss several facets of Christianity’s reception in East Asia and Buddhist responses to it.

Speaker:

Peter Boros is a PhD candidate in Sinology at Eötvös Loránd University in Budapest,
Hungary. Peter is a Fulbright Visiting Student Researcher affiliated with the Department
of Religions and Ancient Civilizations at UH Mānoa. His research focuses on
Buddhist–Christian dialogue in early twentieth-century China, particularly Buddhist
Master Taixu’s understanding of Christianity. His recent publications include articles on
Taixu’s efforts in reforming education and meditation as a basis for dialogue in the
writings of Thomas Merton and Thích Nhất Hạnh.

Discussants:

Michel Mohr (Moderator/Discussant), Professor, Department of Religions and Ancient Civilizations, UHM

Benoît Vermander, Professor of Philosophy at Fudan University, Shanghai

Co-sponsor: Department of Religions and Ancient Civilizations, UHM;

Eötvös Loránd University, Chinese Department; Khyentse Foundation; Fulbright Hungary

To learn more about the events of the Center for Chinese Studies, please join our online community at manoa.hawaii.edu/chinesestudies,
or follow us on Instagram at uhawaiiccs.Also, see the CCS YouTube channel at http://go.hawaii.edu/T7V


