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ABSTRACT:

This dissertation aims to establish that Daoist ethics can be understood as a form of
environmental virtue ethics, grounded in the Laozi (2 1-) and the Zhuangzi (), and
supplemented by the Huainanzi (5 1). Specifically, the central argument is that the Daoist
key concept of wuwei (#£%5 non-action) can be interpreted as a moral virtue and,
furthermore, as an environmental virtue—either as a virtue of environmental stewardship or
as a virtue of communion with nature. The ultimate objectives of cultivating wuwei, along
with other Daoist environmental virtues—including care (32 ci), courage (5 yong), frugality
(f@ jian), not-contending (£ buzheng), and simplicity (% pu)—are to help natural
entities return to their state of ziran (28 self-so-ness) and to assist virtuous individuals in

achieving xiaoyaoyou (3£3%iif carefree wandering) with nature.
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