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The seventh-century philosopher Kumarila Bhatta, in a passage explaining his
theory of metaphor, also discusses the problem of negative existentials and
non-referring terms. | show how Kumadarila’s broadly descriptivist solution to
these puzzles acts as a defense of his preferred theory of metaphor. This case
also illustrates the importance of taking MIimamsa texts like the Tantravarttika
seriously as philosophical works, even if, given their concern with Vedic
hermeneutics, they are less often the topic of modern philosophical interest.

Dr. Malcolm Keating is an Associate Professor of Philosophy at Smith College.
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