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1 message

Tom Rickey <tom@tomrickey.com> Mon, Feb 2, 2026 at 8:34 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>
Cc: "fredbarbaria@ktuh.org" <fredbarbaria@ktuh.org>, "ktuhalumni@ktuh.org" <ktuhalumni@ktuh.org>

To the Board of Regents:

 

I am writing in support of the fee increase for UH Student Media Board (SMB)
overseeing Ka Leo, UH Productions, Hawaiʻi Review, and KTUH.

 

My name is Tom Rickey, UH Manoa BA, 1973.  I volunteered with KTUH for several years
both on-air and in support of KTUH activities.  As a result of this experience, I changed my
major from History to Communications (with the Broadcast endorsement).

 

I then proceeded to have a very satisfying full-time career in Broadcasting here in Honolulu
for the next 12 years.  The foundation of broadcasting and joy I experienced being involved
in KTUH set me on this path.  I encourage you to please increase the fees so that this and the
other worthwhile programs of SMB will grow and thrive for the benefit of the students.

 

Mahalo,

 

Tom Rickey

tom@tomrickey.com

(253) 318-0036

mailto:tom@tomrickey.com
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1 message

yrr.ektraggat <taggartkerry@gmail.com> Wed, Feb 4, 2026 at 1:09 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

What did KTUH mean to me as a student over 50 years ago and as a volunteer there now? How does the community add to the educational experience at
KTUH? How can more funding affect students and the station in a positive way?

When I was a student at UH Manoa in the late 60's-early 70's my main areas of study and activity were in art and mass
media (radio and TV). When KTUH started up in 1969, that was the most exciting thing happening. Not only was there
lots of great music over the airwaves and live during that period, but some notable KTUH deejays such as David Dugle
also featured amazing and timely comedy performers like Firesign Theatre, Booga Booga, George Carlin, etc. on 
recordings and even in person (I remember Proctor & Bergman visited the studio for a memorable live-on-air session ca.
1975). I was friends with David and a number of other student deejays and staffers at the time and visited the studio at its
old location in Hawaii Hall many times. I was honored to be able to accompany Mr. Dugle when he came back to Honolulu
for a visit as a founding station staffer for the KTUH 50th Anniversary party in 2019. We all had a great time with the
Richard Thompson band at Hawaiian Brian's (before COVID). KTUH has been a vital part of the community through the
years and still is. Especially in the present when there is bad news day after day, KTUH reminds us of the inspiration we
can get from listening to good music (and educational information) of all different kinds, not just for students but for the
benefit of the general public as well.

When the 55th Anniversary celebration was coming up in 2024, I volunteered for refreshments at the picnic as a
community member and also going forward as a "permanent" volunteer. Though my media skills were somewhat outdated
I knew there would be some way (s) I could help. They found work for me in the music library, and also had me read some
PSA's, one of which was used for broadcast recently; I hope to do more of that. And getting to talk with different
generations about music and life is informative for both young and old. We are all glad to be there doing our part. And
through participation at KTUH, students may get scholarships and leadership training useful now and in their future lives.
KTUH is one of the few departments where active community support is welcomed, especially with knowledgeable and
personable older "community" deejays such as Kevan Scott, Steve Stoddard, Roger County, and Jeff Long, who receive
calls and texts from streaming listeners in other states during their shows. Most student employees at the radio station are
more concerned with training new deejays, producing live and recorded music events, as well as their own shows, and
dealing with daily tasks.

The KTUH staff is shorthanded now from normal turnover due to graduation but also because they have to deal with
major disruption like the infrastructure renovations on the second floor of Hemenway Hall with more work than usual. The
student employees are doing the best they can but they need more people and more work hours now and in the future to
keep things running properly. I hope you agree that with additional funding through the SMB, and participation from
students and the community, we can be proud to have a campus radio station that is a strong presence locally as well as
in the wider world. Mahalo for your kind consideration and support of KTUH.                                                                         
                                                                            Kerry Taggart
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Liu, Denise M J <denise.liu@honolulu.gov> Wed, Feb 4, 2026 at 11:34 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Aloha Board of Regents,

 

I am submitting testimony by Roger Morton, Director, City & County of Honolulu, Department of Transportation Services
on Agenda Item:

 

IV.  A. Request Approval of the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa (UHM) Fee Proposals

 

Please contact me should you have any questions.  Mahalo ~

 

Denise Liu, Office of the Director

Ciy & County of Honolulu

Department of Transportation Services

Email:   denise.liu@honolulu.gov

711 Kapiʻolani Blvd, Suite 1600

Honolulu, Hawaiʻi   96813

Ph:  (808) 768-8303    
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 
KA ʻOIHANA LAWELAWE ʻŌHUA 

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 
711 KAPIʻOLANI BOULEVARD, SUITE 1600 • HONOLULU, HAWAIʻI 96813 

Phone: (808) 768-8305 • Fax: (808) 768-4730 • Website:  honolulu.gov/transportation 

 

 
 

TESTIMONY OF J. ROGER MORTON 
DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

 
BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIʻI 

BOARD OF REGENTS 
COMMITTEE ON STUDENT SUCCESS 

 
Thursday, February 5, 2026, 10:30 AM 

1st Floor Conference Room 106A/B 
Bachman Hall, 2444 Dole Street, Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 

 
 

TO: Regent Laurie Tochiki, Chair, Regent William Haning III, Vice Chair, and Members of 
the Committee Regents Joshua Faumuina, Kuiokalani Gapero, and Laurel Loo 

 
RE: REQUEST APPROVAL OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIʻI AT MANOA (UHM) FEE 

PROPOSALS:  SUPPORT FOR PROPOSED PHASED INCREASE TO THE U-
PASS TRANSPORTATION FEE 

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee on Student Success: 

My name is J. Roger Morton, and I serve as the Director of the Department of 
Transportation Services (DTS) for the City and County of Honolulu. I respectfully submit 
this testimony in strong support of the Associated Students of the University of Hawaiʻi 
(ASUH) proposal to increase the UH Mānoa U-PASS transportation fee through a 
phased adjustment of $20 over four years—raising the fee from $50 to $70 per 
semester through a modest $5 increase per year beginning in Academic Year 2026–
2027. 

DTS greatly values our long-standing partnership with the University of Hawaiʻi. The U-
PASS program has been a major success since its launch in 2009, and over that time 
we have expanded both transit service levels and student ridership. With the opening of 
Skyline Segment 2, DTS and our transit partners have implemented the new U-Line, 
providing a one-seat express connection from Skyline to UH Mānoa in approximately 25 
minutes. Under the proposal before you, UH students will continue to pay far less for a 
full semester of unlimited transit access than the general public pays for a single 
month—making U-PASS an even stronger bargain for students. 

In actuality, all transit riders only pay a small share of the actual cost to operate transit. 
The total expenses for TheBus and Skyline (but not including TheHandi-Van) will be 
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about $400 million in FY27. We project the entire system will generate revenues of 
about $52 million. We expect the federal government operations subsidy will generate 
about $21 million leaving a city taxpayer subsidy of about $332 million. Another $68 
million will be required for TheHandi-Van. 

For the UH U-Pass program, we expect FY 27 revenues of almost $2 million but 
estimated costs of more than $11 million. Student revenue is estimated to rise to about 
$1.43 per trip while expenses are expected to be about $8.00 per trip. All in all, the 
taxpayers of the city and county of Honolulu will be subsiding the UH U-Pass by more 
than $9,000,000 per year.   

 

It is also important to note that similar U-PASS-type programs already exist at Kapiʻolani 
Community College and Hawaiʻi Pacific University (HPU), demonstrating the value and 
demand for campus-based universal transit access programs across Oʻahu. With the 
successful implementation of Skyline Segment 2, DTS would be pleased to work with 
the University and our transit partners to explore additional affordable U-PASS-type 
programs to serve students at UH West Oʻahu, Leeward Community College, and 
Honolulu Community College, particularly as the region becomes increasingly rail-
connected. 

This proposed fee adjustment has been broadly supported through student engagement 
and governance review, including strong survey feedback, unanimous ASUH 
endorsement, and unanimous approval by the Campus Fee Advisory Committee 
(CFAC). Mahalo for your continued commitment to student success, affordability, and 
access. 

For these reasons, we respectfully urge the Committee to approve the proposal. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. Roger Morton 
Director, Department of Transportation Services 
City and County of Honolulu 

Costs and Expenses for UH U-Pass Program

Fiscal 

Year

UH U-Pass 

Expenses

UH U-Pass 
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UH U-Pass 

Subsidy

UH U-Pass

 Riders

UH U-Pass

Revenue  per 

Trip

UH U-Pass

 Cost per Trip

Subsidy per 

trip

FY24 $9,752,226.63 $1,456,950 $8,295,276.63 1,272,791 $1.14 $7.66 $6.52

FY25 $9,277,468.51 $1,607,900 $7,669,568.51 1,137,177 $1.41 $8.16 $6.74

FY26 $11,340,321.05 $1,785,000 $9,555,321.05 1,336,000 $1.34 $8.49 $7.15

FY27 $11,395,210.53 $1,955,000 $9,440,210.53 1,363,000 $1.43 $8.36 $6.93
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Alex Sosa <alexsosa@hawaii.edu> Wed, Feb 4, 2026 at 1:13 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha BOR,

I’ve attached my written testimony below.

Mahalo,

Alex

 BOR Testimony
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Agenda Item: Request Approval of the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa Fee Proposals 

Aloha Chair Tochiki and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Alex Sosa, and I am a current Master of Public Administration student at the 
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. I am writing in strong support of continued student fee 
investment in KTUH. 

I have been involved with KTUH for nearly four years. I began as a community member while I 
was a student at Kapiʻolani Community College. When I transferred to UH Mānoa, I became a 
student member, then Program Director, and eventually General Manager. Coming out of 
COVID, I supported nearly every operational area of the station — programming, operations, 
development, training, and student mentorship. 

KTUH did not just give me a role. It gave me a place to grow. 

One of the most powerful moments for me was during KTUH’s 55th Anniversary. I stood in a 
room filled with generations of DJs, alumni, and community members whose lives had been 
touched by this station. What struck me was not just the music, but the continuity of care — the 
way older DJs mentored newer ones, the way knowledge and kindness were passed down. I 
remember receiving a call from a longtime DJ Lolo Pakalolo Robert, who said, “You don’t know 
me, but I want to help you however I can.” That spirit defines KTUH. 

At KTUH, I learned skills I did not learn in the classroom: how to truly listen to people, how to 
create space for others to share their work and passions, how to lead with empathy, and how to 
translate learning into real community engagement. These are skills directly tied to student 
success and professional development. 

I have watched students transform through KTUH. Shy students became confident hosts. 
First-generation college students found a place where they belonged. One visiting international 
student shared that in his home country, radio was controlled by the government. At KTUH, for 
the first time, he was able to freely speak on-air about issues that mattered to him. That 
freedom, that empowerment, is something students carry with them long after they leave UH. 

KTUH provides opportunities that cannot be replicated in a classroom. It is applied learning, 
leadership development, technical training, community engagement, and mentorship all in one 
place. 

If KTUH is not properly funded, what we lose is not just equipment or programming. We lose 
student opportunity. We lose training. We lose a critical space where students learn how to find 
their voice, develop professionally, and build community. 

KTUH is not just a radio station. It is a student lifeline, a resource, and a testament to what 
student engagement at UH Mānoa can be at its best. 



Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Alex Sosa​
 Master of Public Administration Candidate​
 University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 
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Proposal to Increase Student Media Board Fees
Fred Barbaria <fredb51@cox.net> Wed, Feb 4, 2026 at 8:04 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear Members of the UH Board of Regents,

I am writing in support of the proposal to increase the student fees for the Student Media Board.

I was a co-founder (1966) and the first general manager (1966-73) of KTUH radio, first as an AM
carrier current station serving the UH dorms (1966-69), then FM (1969-1973). The technical and
managerial skills that I learned at KTUH have helped immeasurably with my career over the years,
first in broadcast television operations (KGMB TV, KTXL TV) and then in broadcast equipment
product management - antennas, transmitters and remote control equipment (Jampro Antenna
Company, Cetec Broadcast Group, Moseley Assiciates)..

It has been enjoyable to watch KTUH grow from its original 60 watts to over 3,000 watts and I am
proud that the students still operate the station. I believe it is time for KTUH's budget (along with
the other UH student media) to be increased to support their operations and encourage you to
approve the fee increase proposal..

Mahalo,

Fred Barbaria

fredb93117@gmail.com

805 680-0288
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