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Affirming Commitment to the Collaborative Stewardship of Maunakea’s 
Cultural, Natural, Educational and Scientific Resources 

WHEREAS, the Board of Regents believes that Maunakea can and should be a global model that 
provides inspiration, harmony and peaceful co-existence among culture, education, the 
environment and scientific discovery; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Regents for the University of Hawai‘i embraced the university’s 
commitment to its responsibilities to Maunakea beginning with the adoption of the Maunakea 
Science Reserve Master Plan in 2000, the Maunakea Comprehensive Master Plan, Cultural 
Resources Management and Natural Resources Management Plans in 2009, and the Public 
Access and Decommissioning Plans in 2010; and 

WHEREAS, the board and the university administration also aspire for the university to become 
a model indigenous-serving university and have committed to principles of sustainability across 
its mission; and 

WHEREAS, the board now hereby affirms the commitment of the university to fulfill its 
obligations under the plans that have been approved, as well as its broader commitment to the 
community at large; and 

WHEREAS, the board wishes to additionally acknowledge the dedicated work and commitment 
of the Office of Maunakea Management, the Maunakea Management Board, and the Native 
Hawaiian Kahu Kū Mauna Council, on behalf of the University of Hawai‘i and the Board of 
Regents; and 

WHEREAS, subsequent to the adoption of the various plans, and with the understanding that 
collaborative stewardship will continue to be prioritized on all Maunakea lands, the university 
has now agreed to return approximately 10,000 acres of land on Maunakea that it currently leases 
that is not used for astronomy, to the State of Hawai‘i; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the university intends to return the 10,000 acres 
to the State of Hawai‘i if possible and pursue a new lease or land tenure for the reduced acreage 
that will support the continued viability of astronomical research and education in the State; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the university work with the State, County of Hawai‘i, 
Native Hawaiian organizations, and the broader community to evolve collaborative and coherent 
management and stewardship plans that are consistent with the Comprehensive Management 
Plan, and that are supported by appropriate administrative rules; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the university make it a priority, including through 
additional financial support, to meaningfully increase the education and engagement of Native 
Hawaiian students, Hawai‘i Island residents, and residents of the State of Hawai‘i in the areas of 
astronomy, celestial navigation and exploration; and that such initiatives include an active 
educational and outreach program that highlights indigenous knowledge as well as enhanced 
student access to and utilization of Maunakea-based astronomical resources in the field; and 

The Board of Regents, through this Resolution, hereby affirms its commitment to the 
collaborative stewardship of Maunakea’s cultural, natural, educational and scientific resources, 
and directs the university to move forward to collaboratively build a global model of harmonious 
and inspirational stewardship that is befitting of Maunakea. 
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