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To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha,

Attached is testimony for the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents Meeting - April 16, 2026

Agenda Item #C - Request Approval to Award an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters Degree to Kumu Hula Robert
Uluwehionapuaikawekiuokalani Cazimero.

Mahalo,
Kapulani Landgraf

Kapulani Landgraf

Professor, Art, Humanities Department
Director, Gallery ‘Iolani

Windward Community College

45-720 Kea‘ahala Road, Palanakila 120
Kane‘ohe, Hawai‘i 96744

Email: kapulani@hawaii.edu

Phone: 808.236.9142

“It is the bold work of indigenous activists and rebellious academics who normalize indigenous knowledge systems, not the obedient
indoctrinated native too traumatized and fearful of their survival. Amplify the art, amplify the practice, amplify everyone‘s voices.” Lolly
Carpluk, Yupik Elder

@ Letter_Support_HD_RUC.pdf
146K
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UNIVERSITY of HAWAI'l®

WINDWARD

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

1 Nana 2026

University of Hawai‘i

Board of Regents

2444 Dole Street Bachman Hall 209
Honolulu, Hawai‘1 96822

Aloha e Chair Gabriel Lee and Members of the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents,

It is with deep personal respect and profound admiration that I write to support the awarding of an
Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters to Robert Uluwehionapuaikawékiuokalani Cazimero. I had
the distinct honor of working closely with Robert Cazimero through the exhibition Ke Kilo Lani at
Gallery ‘Iolani at Windward Community College, an experience that allowed me to witness firsthand
his humility, generosity, and unwavering commitment to education and cultural stewardship.
Throughout the development of the exhibition and its accompanying public programming, he
demonstrated the true essence of a kumu — guiding with patience, sharing knowledge with
intention, and ensuring that every aspect of the project served as a learning opportunity for students
faculty, and the broader community. Working alongside him revealed that his greatest legacy is not
only his music or his halau, but his lifelong dedication to teaching, mentoring, and nurturing
generations through ‘ike, aloha, and disciplined cultural practice.

b

Since completing his formal ‘aniki rites in 1973 under his beloved kumu Maiki Aiu Lake, Robert
Uluwehionapuaikawékiuokalani Cazimero has devoted his life to the perpetuation, protection, and
transmission of Hawaiian knowledge, language, chant, music, and dance. In 1975 he founded Halau
Na Kamalei o Lililehua, an all-male hula halau that recently celebrated its fiftieth anniversary.
Through five decades of disciplined instruction and mentorship, he has transformed perceptions of
male hula, cultivated excellence and cultural responsibility, and formally graduated multiple
generations of dancers, chanters, and kumu hula through the sacred ‘aniki process. His work as a
kumu hula represents a profound commitment to education — shaping leaders, preserving
genealogical knowledge, and ensuring the living transmission of Hawaiian cultural traditions.

Robert Cazimero’s influence as an educator extends far beyond the halau. As a founding member of
The Sunday Manoa, one half of The Brothers Cazimero, and a celebrated solo artist, he has shaped
Hawaiian music for more than five decades, composing over one hundred mele and earning twenty-
five Na Hoka Hanohano Awards and a Grammy nomination. His iconic May Day Concert and May
Day Revival Concert established new standards for Hawaiian cultural performance and served as
educational platforms that introduced generations of audiences to the depth and beauty of Hawaiian
music and tradition. Through the founding of the Wahea Foundation, global workshops, and
educational collaborations, he continues to extend Hawaiian cultural knowledge across continents,
reinforcing his enduring role as a teacher and cultural ambassador.



Gallery ‘Iolani at Windward Community College was honored to present Ke Kilo Lani, an exhibition
dedicated to celebrating Robert Cazimero’s extraordinary legacy as a kumu, musician, and cultural
leader. The exhibition was intentionally designed as an educational and community-centered
experience, highlighting his fifty years of leadership through Halau Na Kamalei o Lililehua and his
lifelong commitment to mentorship and cultural stewardship. Public programming accompanying
the exhibition — including artist talks, gallery walkthroughs, and student engagement opportunities
— created meaningful spaces for dialogue, reflection, and learning, allowing students and the
broader community to engage directly with his teachings and understand the depth of his cultural
contributions.

As reflected in the Office of Hawaiian Affairs proclamation honoring Robert
Uluwehionapuaikawékiuokalani Cazimero, his life’s work represents a lifetime devoted to the
perpetuation of Hawaiian culture through wisdom, discipline, and generosity of spirit. His fifty years
of leadership, his dedication to generational mentorship, and his unwavering commitment to the
transmission of ‘ike Hawai‘l have strengthened the cultural foundation of Hawai‘l and ensured that
the traditions of our kipuna continue to live and flourish.

Awarding Robert Uluwehionapuaikawékiuokalani Cazimero an Honorary Doctorate of Humane
Letters would recognize not only his extraordinary achievements in music and hula, but most
importantly his profound and enduring role as an educator. His life’s work embodies the highest
ideals of higher education — the preservation and transmission of knowledge, the cultivation of
leadership, and the nurturing of community through learning grounded in culture, aloha, and
responsibility. The University of Hawai‘i would be honoring a master teacher whose influence has
shaped generations and whose legacy will continue to guide the future of Hawaiian cultural
education.

On behalf of Gallery ‘Tolani at Windward Community College, I offer my strongest and most
enthusiastic support for this honor. Robert Uluwehionapuaikawékiuokalani Cazimero is deeply
deserving of this recognition, and it would be a fitting tribute to a kumu whose life has been devoted
to teaching, mentoring, and ensuring that the living traditions of Hawai‘i endure for generations to
come.

‘O wau n6 me ka ha‘aha‘a,

Kapuloni Landgrof

Kapulani Landgraf
Director, Gallery ‘Iolani
Windward Community College
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Aloha mai kaua,
Please find my testimony attached for agenda item V.C.

Me ke aloha,
Kalikoaloha

"Na wai ho'i ka ‘ole o ke akamai, he alahele i ma‘a i ka hele ‘ia e o'u mau makua” -Kalanikualiholiho
Who shall discredit knowledge when it is a path well trod by my ancestors

E. Kalikoaloha Martin Jr.

Acting Assistant Professor, Kawaihuelani Center of Hawaiian Language
Doctoral Candidate in Political Science

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa

Spalding Hall 252

kalikoma@hawaii.edu

(808)956-3555

https://www.kawaihuelani.org/kalikoaloha-about

.D Letter of Support Honorary Doctorate.pdf
83K
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Kawaihuelani Center for Hawaiian Language

UNIVERSITY
of HAWAI']

MANOA

Maia: E. Kalikoaloha Martin Jr
Acting Assistant Professor
Kawaihuelani Center for Hawaiian Language, UHM
I: Ka Papa Alaka'i o ke Kulanui (University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents)
No: Letter of Support for An Honorary Doctorate to Kumu R. Uluwehi Cazimero
01 ‘Apelila 2026

Waipuna lau ke aloha, e na mea hanohano o ka papa alaka‘i o ke kulanui,

This is a letter of full-fledged support of Vice Chancellor Keala Chock’s recommendation of an honorary doctorate for
Kumu Hula Robert Uluwehionapuaikawékiuokalani Cazimero. As a student of Kumu Uluwehi for over a decade, it
has been a privilege and honor to learn under him. Not only is he a revered cultural figure, as Vice Chancellor Chock
describes in his request, but his contributions to Kanaka Maoli (native Hawaiian) culture has transcended time and
space. In this letter of support, I describe how his teaching has directly influenced my pedagogical practice and
elucidate his contribution to Kanaka Maoli culture and discourse.

In 1975, Kumu Uluwehi opened Halau Na Kamalei o Lililehua, an all-men halau with 7 dancers. Until this very day,
Kumu Uluwehi continues to teach exclusively men, celebrating 50 years of consecutive teaching. He has been cunning
and innovative in his choreography while remaining steadfast to tradition. His avaunt garde style of hula has
transcended both gender and ternporal norms, often tastefully pushing the threshold. I have gleaned a great deal of ‘ike
or knowledge from my time studying under him. As an acting assistant professor of Hawaiian language, I have
embraced his teachings and implemented them in my classrooms. Often quoting him, and setting my foundation on his
shoulders, my kumu has irnpacted every student enrolled in my courses. He teachings live on through me.

Kumu Uluwehi is fluent in ‘6lelo Hawai‘i (Hawaiian). As a student of life, he dedicated time and effort to (re)learn his
native language. Kumu Uluwehi and I would often recount stories of his mother, a native speaker of Hawaiian from
Kohala, Hawai‘i and the immense kuleana he took on in (re)learning his mother tongue. Kumu Uluwehi enrolled in
language classes here at the university, and painstakingly (re)learned his language himself. He is a true exemplification
of an insatiable learner. Always willing to learn; always willing to adapt.

Kumu Uluwehi has made bountiful contributions to the field of Hawaiian knowledge, culture, and the arts. As a multi-
award-winning Hawaiian musician, Kumu Uluwehi has left a legacy of tradition and modernity for all who study
Hawaiian music, culture, and the arts. His famed time with the Sunday Manoa, the Brothers Cazimero, and his solo
career spans generations, generating a fecund archive for those of us who endeavor in this field. Kumu Uluwehi is
more than deserving of an honorary doctorate for his contributions in music alone.

In short, this letter serves as a mere representation of the many facets and qualifications of Kumu Uluwehi for this
honorary doctorate. His legacy will live on, and this honorary doctorate will enrich his many achievements and
accolades. I adamantly encourage the Board of Regents to honor Kumu Uluwehi with this prestige, as benefits will be
reciprocated back to the university.

Me ke aloha ‘aina ha’aha’a,

L

E. Kalikoaloha Martin Jr.

Acting Assistant Professor, Kawaihuelani Center of Hawaiian Language
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kamida@hawaii.edu
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BOR - V.D. Request to Award Emerita Title to Professor Kay S. Ono, retired Professor, Leeward
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Your Position (required)

Support

Your Testimony/Comments

April 11, 2026

Gabriel Lee, Chair

Board of Regents, University of Hawai'i
2444 Dole Street

Honolulu, HI 96822

Aloha Chair Lee,

I am writing to wholeheartedly recommend Professor Kay Ono for the title of Professor Emerita

in recognition of her outstanding work at Leeward Community College. I have had the pleasure of
knowing Kay since she first arrived at Leeward, coming to the institution already as a highly experienced
and respected educator.

Throughout her distinguished career, Kay’s primary focus has consistently been the support and
advancement of her students, fellow teachers, and staff. Her career-long commitment to academic and
workforce success is evident in every project she undertakes. A primary example was the expansion of
the Business Division’s cooperative education program. Under her leadership, the program became



better known to employers in the local community, resulting in a significant increase in internship
positions for our students.

Kay's influence extends far beyond the classroom. She has provided exceptional leadership to

the broader professional community, serving as the President of the Hawai'i Business Education
Association (HBEA) and as the President of the Western Business Education Association (WBEA). A
highlight of her tenure was her leadership in hosting the WBEA regional conference in Honolulu, an
immense undertaking that brought business educators from across the country to our islands. This
event not only provided an exceptional resource for business educators in Hawaii but also showcased
the excellence of the University of Hawai'i system to a national audience.

I strongly recommend that Mrs. Kay Ono receive the title of Professor Emerita. Her outstanding
contributions to Leeward Community College and the field of business education make this recognition
richly merited.

Thank you for your consideration of this recommendation.

Mahalo,

Roy Kamida
Accounting Lecturer, University of Hawai'i System
Professor Emeritus, Leeward Community College

Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response

Submission Date

April 11, 2026 at 12:05 PM
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April 11, 2026

Board of Regents
University of Hawaii

Aloha Chair Lee and Members of the Board of Regents,

| am writing in support to award Robert Uluwehionapuaikawekiuokalani Cazimero with the Honorary Doctor of
Humane Letters Degree.

Robert’s dedication to his craft, art, to the culture and people of Hawaii, and to his ‘ohana and Halau have
placed him on a path that would play key roles in Hawaii’s history.

Robert has always been at the forefront of and on the precipice of innovation. He once shared that his
Kumu, Maiki Aiu Lake had told him to “Take what | give to you and make it better” and | believe Robert has done
that in many ways.

Robert’s presence on an international scale has allowed the transfer and dissemination of his experiences
with Hawaii’s values and culture throughout the global arena. His performances not only enrich the ears of those
who come to listen to him, but also fills their hearts with Hawaiian history and personal memories entwined
intimately with those of his mentors and teachers of times long passed.

The creativity from which this man breathes, like air, and his time spent in various musical groups,
culminating in the Brother’s Cazimero, has helped to reshape the entire sound of hawaiian music. His
contributions have and will continue to influence the music industry moving into the future. Numerous are the
awards and accolades that have been earned through his creative breath.

Kumu Hula is the kuleana that was given to Robert by his kumu Maiki Aiu , he was 25 then. Now, after 50
successful years of teaching, travel and competitions (going on 51 years) Robert continues to service his kuleana
with great care, honoring the legacy on which his foundation is built upon.

If the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters is about someone creating impact in a community, then Robert’s
contributions to Hawaii and to the world have fulfilled this requirement.

He Haumana a Uluwehi,
Ki
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April 11, 2026

Gabriel Lee Chair, Board of Regents
University of Hawai'i

2444 Dole Street

Honolulu, HI 96822

Dear Chair Lee,

| am writing to formally and enthusiastically support Mrs. Kay Ono for the title of Professor Emerita, in recognition of her
distinguished career and exemplary service at Leeward Community College.

| worked at Leeward as both faculty and as an administrator for 39 years, retiring in 2016. For the last 11 years | served as Vice
Chancellor for Academic Affairs. Thus | worked very closely with Kay as she served as senior faculty, Discipline Coordinator, and
Division Chair. First and foremost, she was an excellent teacher. | can attest to her career-long dedication to her students, her
strong work ethic, and her unwavering commitment to student success. Her contributions towards improving curriculum, mentoring
faculty, and fostering a culture of teamwork are long-lasting and significant.

Her influence extends beyond the classroom. She has served in various administrative capacities at the Division Chair, Dean, and
Vice Chancellor levels. When Kay took on an assignment, we knew it would get done and done well. It was a privilege working with
her. She has left an indelible mark on faculty, staff, and administrators alike, shaping a more positive and effective institutional
culture.

| believe Kay’s contributions to Leeward Community College deserve the highest recognition as Professor Emerita. Her outstanding
professional achievements and lifelong service to Leeward Community College make her an ideal candidate for this prestigious
honor.

Thank you for your time and for your consideration of this recommendation.

Sincerely,

Michael H. Pecsok
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs (Retired)
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Dear Chair Lee, Vice Chairs Miyahira and Faumuina, and Regents,

I am writing to strongly recommend Mrs. Kay Ono for the title of Professor Emerita in honor
of her exemplary work at Leeward Community College.

Having had the privilege of working directly with Kay for over 20 years at Leeward
Community College, | can attest to her exceptional leadership, positive mindset, and
career-long commitment to supporting students in their academic and workforce success.
Her contributions to Leeward Community College have been transformative for students as
well as for faculty, staff, and administrators. Her leadership has left a lasting and positive
impact on the institution, its employees, and the students we serve.

Kay was already lecturing in the Business Education Division at Leeward CC when | was
hired as an Accounting instructor in 1999. It was such a pleasure to work with Kay in the
division because of her collaborative nature and passion for implementing innovative
programs to better serve our students. She was also a cornerstone in leading the local
chapter for the national business education organization, Hawai‘i Business Education
Association (HBEA). She encouraged all of our Leeward CC business faculty to be involved,
and it was a great experience for me to participate in a statewide organization. She also
participated in the regional and national organizations and was recognized for her
outstanding work at the state, regional, and national levels.

Kay was also instrumental in being a mentor for junior faculty and often took on roles that
allowed her to provide guidance and mentorship in specific programs such as the
development of a First-Year Cohort model to support students coming direct from high
school. As she moved into leadership positions at Leeward CC, she expanded her role as a
mentor and leader to support faculty and staff. She served as interim Dean of Academic
Services and interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs at the request of the chancellor
because of her knowledge and expertise. Her unwavering commitment to supporting her
direct reports and her willingness to collaborate with her peers were hallmarks to her
success. She also set high standards for herself and those she worked with. | appreciated
her dedication and willingness to work long hours when needed because of her deep care
for our students. Kay’s legacy is marked not only by her leadership and commitment to
student success but also by her ability to create organizational frameworks to support the
progress of the college towards strategic goals and continuous improvement.

| strongly recommend Mrs. Kay Ono receive the title of Professor Emerita. Her outstanding
contributions to Leeward Community College over the course of her career make this
recognition well-deserved.

Thank you for your consideration.
Della Teraoka
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Gabriel Lee Chair, Board of Regents
University of Hawai'i

2444 Dole Street

Honolulu, HI 96822

Dear Chair Lee,

I am writing to strongly recommend Mrs. Kay Ono for the title of Professor Emerita in
honor of her exemplary work at Leeward Community College.

Having had the privilege of working directly with Mrs. Ono for 10 years at Leeward
Community College, I can attest to her exceptional leadership, positive mindset, and
career-long commitment to supporting students in their academic and workforce
success. Her contributions to Leeward Community College have been transformative
for students as well as for faculty, staff, and administrators. Her leadership has left a
lasting and positive impact on the institution, its employees, and the students we serve.

Mrs. Ono’s legacy is marked not only by her leadership and commitment to student
success but also by her ability to create organizational frameworks to support the
progress of the college towards strategic goals and continuous improvement.

I strongly recommend Mrs. Kay Ono receive the title of Professor Emerita. Her
outstanding contributions to Leeward Community College over the course of her career



make this recognition well-deserved.
Thank you for your consideration.

Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response

Submission Date

April 12, 2026 at 9:33 PM
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Aloha e na Kahu Kulanui o Hawai'i,
Attached is a letter of support for Robert Cazimero.

Na‘u me ka ‘oia‘i‘o,
Na Kauanoe Kamana

.D Cazimero Letter.pdf
94K
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Ke Kula ‘O Nawahiokalani‘opu‘u
“No ‘Ane‘i Ko Kakou Ola”

31 Malaki 2026

Na Kahu Kulanui O Ke Kulanui O Hawai‘i
2444 Dole Street, Bachman 209
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96822

E na Kahu Kulanui o ko kakou Kulanui O Hawai‘i,

Aloha ‘oukou.

He makemake ko makou o kahi Kula Kaia‘clelo Hawai‘i nei ‘o Nawahiokalani‘opu‘u e komo pii ma ke
kako‘o ‘ana i ke ho‘opiilo‘u ‘ana aku ia Robert Uluwehionapuaikawékiuokalani i ka lei papahi o ke
Kekelé Lae‘ula Ho‘ohanohano a ko kakou lehulehu o ka pae‘daina ma o ko ‘oukou mana kahu kulanui.

He kiipono loa no.

Mai loko mai o na hana a Uluwehi a me kona mau hoalike, mai loko mai ho‘i o laila i ulu a‘e ai ko
makou kula nei, he kula e a‘o piha ‘ia ana mai ka pae kula kamali‘i a hiki i ka pae papa
‘umikumamalua ma loko o ka ‘6lelo kupa o ka ‘aina. ‘O Uluwehi kekahi i kokua pii mai i na alaka‘i

nana i ho‘okumu mai i kéia kula ma mua loa a mau no a hiki i kéia la.

He mea kupanaha i ka maka a me ka pepeiao o ka po‘e kipa mai i ko makou kahua kula nei ke ola
‘ana a‘e o ka ‘0lelo Hawai‘i a me kona mau ‘ao‘ao mo‘omeheu i waena o kéla keiki kéia keiki o na pae
makahiki like ‘ole a me na huina koko like ‘ole. He ala na‘e kéia i waele ‘é ‘ia e Uluwehi ma ke ‘ano o
kana mau hana ho‘cla himeni a hula Hawai‘i. A no ka mea ho‘i, ua wehe hamama ‘o Uluwehi i kana
mau hana a pau no ka lehulehu akea o ka ‘aina, me ia ‘ano aloha a launa kanaka waipahé i kaulana ai
ko Hawai‘i lahui ‘6iwi a puni ke ao. No ia ‘ano o loko o Uluwehi, kona mau ‘ohana, kona mau hoapili,
a me kana mau haumana, péla i kupu a‘e ai a ptlelo a‘ela ka ‘6lelo a mo‘omeheu Hawai‘i mai loko

a‘e o ke Au Ho‘ola Hawai‘i. ‘O makou o Puna loa nei kekahi i pa i ia hana, a ke ‘imi nei no makou e
ho‘olele hou a‘e i ia mau kukuna malamalama mai ‘ane‘i aku, mai kahi puka o ka l1a a pa hou ko ke

4a0.
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No laila, eia pii n6 ho‘i makou, me na lehulehu ‘€ a‘e he nui hewahewa e mahalo a‘e ana ia Robert
Uluwehi no kana mau hana a pau me ke kako‘o ‘ana a‘e e lilo ia ia he Kékelé Lae‘ula Ho‘ohanohano

na ko kakou Kulanui O Hawai‘i.

Na‘u me ke ‘oia‘i‘o,

Na Kauanoe Kamana

No ko Ke Kula ‘O Nawahiokalani‘opu‘u
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April 12, 2026

Gabriel Lee
Chair, University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Testimony for Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters to
Kumu Hula Robert U Cazimero

| am honored and delighted to write this letter of recommendation in support
of
Robert Uluwehionapuaikawekiuokalani Cazimero.

Contributions to Music, Culture and Hula

Robert’s understanding of music, Hawaiian culture and hula are the
foundations of aloha. His contributions to our society and his leadership
among multigenerational students, he nurtured, over the past fifty years with
his Halau Na Kamalei o Lilihehua have brought a culture identity throughout
the world.

Awards and Recognition
He has been recognized through numerous awards across all genres affirming
his role, not only as a musician, but also as a performer, teacher and artist.

Impact on Cultural Identity

Robert’s contributions to our society have been invaluable, particularly in the
cultural identity of Hawaii. Beginning with the kanikapila as part of Sunday
Manoa and part of the May Day program at the Shell in Waikiki. Robert has
always honored his past teachers (kumus) throughout his career.



He plays a pivotal role in the emergence of renewed appreciation for mele
and hula, standing at the forefront of this cultural resurgence.

Personal Qualities and Mentorship

Beyond his technical expertise, Robert possesses exception interpersonal and
communication skills. He communicates complex ideas clearly, leads teams,
mentors youth, and promotes a positive environment to those who are close
to him. He is so humble and unselfish helping those with fundraising efforts.
He is constantly seeking out new challenges and opportunities for growth.
Robert Cazimero merits the Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters for his
distinguished leadership, outstanding and innovative contributions,

and dedication to his craft. He is an ideal candidate for the Honorary
Doctorate of Humane Letters. Therefore, | recommend that Robert Cazimero
be awarded the Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters.

Sincerely,

Susan M. Kosasa
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Presented to the Board of Regents, University of Hawai ‘i for consideration on 16 April 2026

To the Board of Regents of the University of Hawati,

I write to you today not only as the Founder of the Kahakulei Institute, whose mission is to weave
people and possibilities to cultivate communities of belonging — but as a grateful haumana - in
support of bestowing an honorary doctorate upon Kumu Hula Robert
Uluwehionapuaikawekiuokalani Cazimero. His gifts have shaped not only the landscape of
Hawaiian culture, but the very soul of those privileged enough to sit in his presence.

Hula is the art of Hawaiian dance, which expresses all we see, smell, taste, touch,
feel, and experience.

— Kumu Hula Maiki Aiu Lake

These are not merely poetic words. They are a pedagogy passed down from Kumu Maiki. When
Kumu Robert speaks in this way, he is asking his students — asking all of us — to approach hula not
as performance, but as a living practice of cultural memory and human truth. Through my own
work at the Kahakulei Institute, I have built my practice in the way Kumu Robert has always led his
halau: with accountability, right relationship, the weaving of individual gifts into a collective
offering, and an unwavering sense of ‘ohana.

I have shared his teachings with community builders, educators, social workers, executives, and
healers across the globe. I speak of his insistence that the art we carry is larger than ourselves —
that it is the perpetuation of a lineage that will carry forth for generations to come. When I recently
stood before a room of two hundred people at a Global Leadership Forum in South Africa and
spoke of these principles, I paid homage to lessons learned at the feet of Kumu Robert.



The University of Hawai‘i has, throughout its history, honored those who do not merely study
Hawaiian culture but embody it, transmit it, and extend its reach across time and geography. Kumu
Robert has precisely done this for half a century, without pause, without compromise, and with
extraordinary grace.

I offer this testimony with full heart and without reservation. May this institution honor what he
has given — not only to Hawai‘i, but to the world.

Me ke aloha pumehana,

Kevin Kahakula‘akea John Fong
Founder, Kahakulei Institute

Cultural Translator, Facilitator & Speaker
San Francisco, California

April 2026

[Quoted text hidden]
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Testimony in Support of the Conferral of an Honorary Doctorate

upon

Robert Uluwehionapuaikawekiuokalani Cazimero

Presented to the Board of Regents, University of Hawai ‘1 for consideration on 16 April 2026

To the Board of Regents of the University of Hawati'i,

I write to you today not only as the Founder of the Kahakulei Institute, whose mission
is to weave people and possibilities to cultivate communities of belonging — but as a
grateful haumana - in support of bestowing an honorary doctorate upon Kumu Hula
Robert Uluwehionapuaikawekiuokalani Cazimero. His gifts have shaped not only the
landscape of Hawaiian culture, but the very soul of those privileged enough to sit in his

presence.

Hula is the art of Hawaiian dance, which expresses all we see, smell,

taste, touch, feel, and experience.

— Kumu Hula Maiki Aiu Lake

These are not merely poetic words. They are a pedagogy passed down from Kumu
Maiki. When Kumu Robert speaks in this way, he is asking his students — asking all of
us — to approach hula not as performance, but as a living practice of cultural memory
and human truth. Through my own work at the Kahakulei Institute, I have built my
practice in the way Kumu Robert has always led his halau: with accountability, right
relationship, the weaving of individual gifts into a collective offering, and an

unwavering sense of ‘ohana.



I have shared his teachings with community builders, educators, social workers,
executives, and healers across the globe. I speak of his insistence that the art we carry
is larger than ourselves — that it is the perpetuation of a lineage that will carry forth for
generations to come. When I recently stood before a room of two hundred people at a
Global Leadership Forum in South Africa and spoke of these principles, I paid homage

to lessons learned at the feet of Kumu Robert.

The University of Hawai‘i has, throughout its history, honored those who do not
merely study Hawaiian culture but embody it, transmit it, and extend its reach across
time and geography. Kumu Robert has precisely done this for half a century, without

pause, without compromise, and with extraordinary grace.

I offer this testimony with full heart and without reservation. May this institution

honor what he has given — not only to Hawai‘i, but to the world.

Me ke aloha pumehana,

Kevin Kahakula‘akea John Fong
Founder, Kahakulei Institute

Cultural Translator, Facilitator & Speaker
San Francisco, California

April 2026
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31 Malaki 2026

Na Kahu Kulanui O Ke Kulanui O Hawai‘i
2444 Dole Street, Bachman 209
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96822

Ma o Ke‘ala Chock keala.chock@hawaii.edu

Kumuhana: He noi i Kekele Lae‘ula Ho‘ohanohano no: Robert
Uluwehionapuaikawekiuokalani Cazimero

Aloha nui ‘oukou e na Kahu Kulanui,

He leka kako‘o k€ia mai ka ‘Aha Kenekoa o Ka Haka ‘Ula O
Ke‘elikolani ma Ke Kulanui O Hawai‘i Ma Hilo i ka ho‘oili ‘ana ma luna
o Robert Uluwehionapuaikawekiuokalani Cazimero i Kekelé Lae‘ula
Ho‘ohanohano no kana mau hana ho‘one‘emua i ka ho‘cla mo‘omeheu a
‘olelo Hawai‘i. He kupono maoli loa no kéia ho‘ohanohano ‘ana no
Uluwehi, he kumu ho‘ohalike ho‘i na makou a me na hanauna ma hope
mai no ka ‘imi ikaika me ka mahiehie no ka pono o ko Hawai‘i nei ‘ano i
‘ike ‘ia ai he ‘aina keu a mikololohua ma ka ‘0lelo, nahenahe o ke mele,
mikihilinia o ka ‘a‘ahu, a lehia o ka hula.

Eia 1 waena o na polopeka a me na limahana o Ka Haka ‘Ula he mau
kanaka i ‘ikemaka a pilikino me Uluwehi ma kana mau hana. He po‘e 1
kama‘aina i kona mau makua i komo pi ma ka malama a ho‘opa‘a ‘ana i
ka ‘Olelo o ka ‘aina a me na mele. He po‘e 1 komo pii me ia ma ka
ho‘okani pila, haku mele, a me ka hula ‘ana. Ua pa loa kéia Koleke i ka
hana a Uluwehi a ke ili nei ia ‘ike ma luna o na haumana laepua, laeo‘o a
me ka lae‘ula ma muli o ka pomaika‘i o ka pili ‘ana me Uluwehi.

He kupono ka ho‘ohanohano ‘ana ia Uluwehi me ke kékel€ lae‘ula
ho‘ohanohano, ‘a‘ole wale nd no kana mau hana i ‘ike ‘ia ka hopena ma
loko o kekahi papahana kulanui e like me ka makou, aka, no ka pa akea
‘ana o ko Hawai‘i nei i1 kana hana. Ua hapai ‘o iaika ‘ike ku‘una a me
ka ‘ao‘ao hakuhia o ka Hawai‘i 1 luna no kekahi hanauna holo‘oko‘a i
loko o ka hapalua ‘elua o ke kenekilia iwakalua a lilo 1 ho‘oilina no na
hanauna a pau ma hope mai. ‘O ia hopena kekahi mea e mau ana i loko o
ko Hawai‘i nei a mau loa aku.



He hanohano pu no makou o Ka Haka ‘Ula O Ke‘elikolani ke komo pt me ka nui leo e kako‘o
ana i ka ha‘awi makana ‘ana ia Robert Uluwehionapuaikawekiuokalani Cazimero i1 kékele lae‘ula
ho‘ohanohano.

Na makou,
Ke koleke ‘o Ka Haka ‘Ula O Ke‘elikolani

Leslie Ka‘iu Kimura

Leslie Ka‘iu Kimura (Mar 31, 2026 16:10:20 HST)
Ka‘iu Kimura
Luna Ho‘okele
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31 March 2026

Na Kahu Kulanui O Ke Kulanui O Hawai‘i
2444 Dole Street, Bachman 209
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96822

Subject: A Request to Confer an Honorary Doctoral Degree upon
Robert Uluwehionapuaikawekiuokalani Cazimero

Aloha to you, esteemed Regents,

This letter serves as a statement of support from the Faculty Senate of Ka
Haka ‘Ula O Ke‘elikolani, College of Hawaiian Language at the
University of Hawai‘i at Hilo for the conferral of an Honorary Doctoral
Degree upon Robert Uluwehionapuaikawékiuokalani Cazimero in
recognition of his contributions to the advancement and revitalization of
Hawaiian culture and language. This honor is most fitting for Uluwehi,
who stands as an exemplary model for us and for future generations in
his dedicated and inspired pursuit of the well-being of Hawai‘i’s unique
identity— refinely expressed through the richness of language, the
sweetness of mele, the elegance of adornment, and the brilliance of hula.

Among the faculty and staff of Ka Haka ‘Ula are individuals who have
known Uluwehi personally and witnessed his work firsthand. Some are
familiar with his parents, who were themselves involved in preserving
and perpetuating the language of the land and its songs. Others have
worked alongside him in music performance, composition, and hula. The
impact of Uluwehi’s work is deeply felt within this College, and that ‘ike
continues to be passed on to our undergraduate, master’s, and doctoral
students through the privilege of our connection with him.

It is entirely appropriate to honor Uluwehi with an honorary doctoral
degree, not only for the impact of his work within academic programs
such as ours, but for the far-reaching influence his work has had across
Hawai‘i. He elevated traditional knowledge and the creative expressions
of Hawaiian culture for an entire generation during the latter half of the
twentieth century, leaving a legacy that continues to be inherited by all
generations that follow. This is an enduring contribution that will remain
a part of Hawai‘i forever.



It is also an honor for us at Ka Haka ‘Ula O Ke‘elikolani to join the many voices in strong
support of awarding an Honorary Doctoral Degree to Robert Uluwehionapuaikawékiuokalani
Cazimero.

Respectfully,

The College of Ka Haka ‘Ula O Ke‘elikolani

Leslie Ka ‘iu Kimtura

Leslie Ka‘iu Kimura (Mar 31, 2026 16:10:20 HST)
Ka‘iu Kimura
Director



Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University

of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to clearly
understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents. Therefore, any testimony submitted is public
information and will be posted on the board’s website.

Your Name (required)

Leanne Riseley

Your Organization (optional)

Leeward Community College

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

leannech@hawaii.edu

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required)

BOR - V.D. Request to Award Emerita Title to Professor Kay S. Ono, retired Professor, Leeward
Community College

Your Position (required)

Support

Your Testimony/Comments

I am writing to share my full support for Kay Ono’s nomination for Professor Emerita. I have worked
with Kay for most of her entire 25-year career at Leeward Community College, and I can say without
hesitation that she has been a cornerstone of this campus.

It is rare to find someone who moves through so many different roles, from Business Technology
Lecturer through faculty ranks (to Professor CC), Division Chair, and ultimately to Interim Vice
Chancellor, while keeping the same level of grit and heart. Kay was never just a placeholder in those
leadership seats. She was a fixer and a builder. She has a unique knack for taking complex strategic
goals and turning them into actual frameworks that help our staff do their jobs better and help our
students graduate.

Leeward CC is a better place today because of Kay's leadership. She has a way of motivating the people
around her and keeping everyone focused on why we are here. Her career has been defined by hard
work and a genuine commitment to our workforce students.

While Kay is a few months shy of the required 5-years in Professor CC rank, she has earned this
honor through decades of service and a legacy that will help our students for years to come. I highly
recommend her for the title of Professor Emerita.
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Aloha mai,

Please see attached our testimony in request to award an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters upon Robert
Uluwehionapuaikawékeiuokalani Cazimero.

Mahalo,
na Malia

‘AHA PUNANA LE@

Malia Williams

Manakia Lawelawe, Administration Manager
malia_w@ahapunanaleo.org

808-935-4304

96 Pu‘uhonu PI

Hilo, HI 96720
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University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents
2444 Dole Street, Bachman 209
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96822

31 Malaki 2026

Subject: Request to Award an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters
upon Robert Uluwehionapuaikawékeiuokalani Cazimero

Aloha Chair Lee,

Ke hapai nei ka ‘Aha Plnana Leo i ka leo kdko'o no ke Kékelé Lae‘ula
Ho‘ohanohano no Robert Uluwehionapuaikawékiuokalani Cazimero no kana
noke mau i ka hana mauli ola Hawai‘i a keu aku ho'i no kona ‘ano he pu‘ukani
nahenahe e ili ana ka ‘ike Hawai‘i ma luna 0 na hanauna o kéiawa ai kawae
hiki mai ana.

In recognition of Robert Uluwehionapuaikawékiuokalani Cazimero
extraordinary contributions as a Kumu Hula, musician, cultural visionary, and
steadfast educator who has advanced Hawaiian culture throughout Hawai'i
and around the world, please accept the ‘Aha Plnana Leo’s testimony in
support of this award.

Over 40 years ago when the ‘Aha Plnana Leo was established as a
grassroots effort to revitalize the Hawaiian language by facilitating an
environment for our manaleo native speakers of ‘Glelo Hawai'‘i with little
children to create new speakers of ‘Olelo it was certainly a strange idea at the
time. However, we were racing against the clock as we were losing our fluent
speakers, mostly kiipuna and there were less than 50 young speakers below
the age of 18 at that time. But, a small group of young pioneers persevered in
making the vision for language life a reality. And, we found our companion of
courage in Robert Cazimero‘s effort to bridge mele, hula kahiko and hula*
auana, and ‘Olelo Hawai‘i in the resurgence of nd mea Hawai'i in a powerful
convergence of voice, music and musical instruments and implements
appealing to young Hawaiians and others that call Hawai‘i home in making a
connection for our youth to a proud history of our people and to this place.

Our Pinana Leo ‘ohana worked hard advocating for PGnana Leo
programming. The very first ‘ohana driven fundraiser concert was held at the
Honolulu Blaidell Center and Robert was there to perform and support
Pdnana Leo. We'll never forget his generosity and the many other musicians
and halau that came to support us. There are stories of Larry Kimura, a torch
bearer for a living ‘Olelo Hawai'i, our first president of ‘Aha Plnana Leo and a
haku mele, composer whose songs have been recorded by Robert. Together
with our kiipuna and families and legends like Robert that have defended the



right to use our language in our own homeland we have progressed to see a
new generation of keiki returning to the Pinana Leo with their keiki and
reinvesting in the life of ‘Olelo Hawaifi.

He ho‘oia hou ma ka ho‘ulu‘ulu:

For more than 50 years, Robert Uluwehi Cazimero has stood at the heart of
Hawai'i’s cultural

resurgence. From his earliest musical experiences at home, to Kamehameha
Schools and UH

Manoa, to the Sunday Manoa and The Brothers Cazimero, to Halau Na
Kamalei o Lililehua, he

has advanced Hawaiian music, hula, and cultural identity locally and globally.
His work played a major role in launching and sustaining the Hawaiian
Renaissance, a historic cultural movement that revitalized Hawaiian language,
art, hula, and identity. He remains a generational leader whose artistry, vision,
and commitment to teaching continue to shape Hawai'i.

Awarding this degree honors Robert Uluwehi Cazimero's immeasurable
impact and reaffirms the University’s commitment to uplifting the cultural
foundations of Hawai'i.

Me ka mahalo nui
Namaka Rawlins

Senior Director
‘Aha Pdnana Leo
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Gabriel Lee, Chair
Board of Regents
University of Hawai'‘i
2444 Dole Street
Honolulu, HI 96822

Dear Chair Lee,

It is my honor to recommend Mrs. Kay Ono for the title of Professor Emerita in recognition of
her distinguished career and lasting contributions to Leeward Community College and the
University of Hawai‘i System.

I had the privilege of working closely with Kay for over 13 years at Leeward Community College,
and | am deeply grateful for the opportunity to learn from and alongside her. Throughout that
time, | witnessed her exceptional leadership, her steady and positive presence, and her
unwavering commitment to student success. Her influence has shaped not only the experiences
of countless students, but also the professional growth of faculty, staff, and administrators
across the college.

My work with Kay began when | was a part-time lecturer and continued as | transitioned into a
full-time faculty member in the Business Division at Leeward Community College. From the very
beginning, Kay was generous with her time and guidance. She played a central role in
expanding work-based learning opportunities through the cooperative education program,
creating meaningful pathways for students that often led to federal employment. What stood
out most was her ability to genuinely connect with students and build relationships that
extended beyond the classroom.

Kay’s contributions also reflect a deep understanding of institutional growth and long-term
impact. She led important initiatives related to Veterans Affairs services at Leeward CC and
prior learning assessment, which has expanded to all UH Community College campuses. Her
work consistently reflected a commitment to both access and continuous improvement.

As a Rank 5 Professor, Kay was also a respected leader within her discipline. She served as
President of the Western Business Education Association and held multiple terms as President
of the Hawai‘i Business Education Association, contributing to the advancement of business
education at both the regional and state levels.

On a personal level, Kay has been one of the most influential mentors in my career. She
supported me from my earliest days as a lecturer through my development as a faculty
member and my progression to Rank 5. Her guidance, encouragement, and willingness to share
her experience made a lasting difference in my professional journey. | know | am only one of
many who have benefited from her mentorship.



Kay’s career reflects sustained excellence in teaching, leadership, and service. Her contributions
to Leeward Community College and the University of Hawai‘i System are both meaningful and
enduring. | strongly support her nomination for the title of Professor Emerita, a recognition that
is truly well deserved.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

ey —

Warren Kawano
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1 message

Mi Kosasa <mi.kosasa@me.com> Mon, Apr 13, 2026 at 5:24 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Cc: Keala Chock <keala.chock@hawaii.edu>

Mr. Keala Chock graciously asked me to write a support of Honorary Doctorate for Robert Cazimero by April 15,
2026.

It is with great honor and humility that | submt my letter that is attached below.
Mahalo nui loa,

Mi Kosasa

ﬂ ROBERT CAZIMERO.pdf
36K
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April 12, 2026

Board of Regents
University of Hawaii
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Subject: Testimony in Support of Honorary Doctorate for
ROBERT ULUWEHIONAPUAIKAWEKIUOKALANI CAZIMERO

Aloha Members of the Board of Regents,

Itis with deep respect, honor and heartfelt admiration that | write in strong
support of conferring the Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters upon

ROBERT ULUWEHIONAPUAIKAWEKIUOKALANI CAZIMERO

Robert’s contributions to Hawaii are profound, enduring and immeasurable. As a kumu
hula, musician, composer and cultural practitioner, he has dedicated his life to the
preservation, perpetuation and elevation of the Hawaiian culture.

Through his work, he has not only safeguarded traditions, but has also brought them to life
in ways that inspire, educate and connect generations of people across Hawaii and around
the world.

What sets Robert apart is not only his extraordinary talent, but his unwavering commitment
to teaching. As a kumu, he has shaped the lives of countless students, instilling in them a
deep respect for ‘ike: the knowledge, wisdom and cultural understanding, and discipline
and kuleana or a privilege paired with responsibility to carry culture forward with integrity.
His influence extends far beyond the halau, reaching into the broader community where his
leadership continues to uplift and unify.

On a personal level, | have had the privilege of withessing Robert’s generosity of spirit,
humility and genuine aloha. He embodies the very values that this honorary degree
represents — service, excellence, cultural stewardship and humanity. His life’s work stands
as a living example of what it means to honor one’s heritage while sharing it with grace and
authenticity.


mailto:bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

I would also like to share a personal experience that reflects who Robert is beyond his
many accomplishments. | had the honor of hosting Robert at a private gathering, where he
graciously shared his gift of music. What struck me most was not only the beauty of his
performance but the way he made every person in the room feel seen, welcomed and
connected. There was an intimacy and sincerity in his presence that transformed the
evening into something deeply meaningful. He was not performing at us, he was sharing
with us.

In that space, | witnessed the true essence of Robert: ateacher, a storyteller and a steward
of culture whose gift extends far beyond the stage. His ability to create connection, to bring
people together through music and aloha, is a rare and powerful expression of leadership.
To recognize Robert with this distinguished honor is to affirm the importance of cultural
knowledge, the power of the arts and the enduring impact of those who dedicate their lives

to teaching and preserving the spirit of Hawaii.

I respectfully urge the Board of Regents to confer upon

ROBERT ULUWEHIONAPUAIKAWEKIUOKALANI CAZIMERO

the Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters. Itis a recognition he so richly
deserves.

Mahalo nui loa for your thoughtful consideration.

With deepest respect,

Mi Kosasa
mi.kosasa@me.com
808-343-1111
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Gabriel Lee Chair, Board of Regents
University of Hawai'i

2444 Dole Street

Honolulu, HI 96822

Dear Chair Lee,

I am writing to strongly recommend Kay Ono for the title of Professor Emerita in honor of her exemplary
work at Leeward Community College.

I worked at Leeward Community College from 1986 until I retired in 2020. Over the years I worked with
Kay on numerous projects and committees and also served as a Division Chair alongside Kay for several
years. I can attest to her exceptional leadership, positive mindset, and commitment to supporting
students in their academic and workforce success. Her contributions to Leeward Community College
have been transformative for students, faculty, and staff. Kay also served in various administrative roles
and was extremely effective leaving lasting and positive impacts on the College, students and faculty.
Kay has left behind an incredible legacy that will help continue the progress of Leeward Community
College and its goals.



I strongly recommend Mrs. Kay Ono receive the title of Professor Emerita. Her outstanding
contributions to Leeward Community College over the course of her career make this recognition
well-deserved. Thank you for your consideration.

Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response

Submission Date

April 14, 2026 at 7:34 AM
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Keiki Kawai'ae'a <keiki@hawaii.edu> Tue, Apr 14, 2026 at 7:48 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Cc: Keala Chock <keala.chock@hawaii.edu>, Keiki Kawai‘ae‘a <vcaa@hawaii.edu>, Bonnie Irwin <bdirwin@hawaii.edu>

Aloha,

Please see the attached letter of support for Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters to Kumu Hula Robert

Uluwehionapuaikawékiuokalani Cazimero for the April 16, 2027 Board of Regents meeting and the honorary degree
agenda. Mahalo,

Keiki Kawai‘ae‘a
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
UH Hilo

ﬂ LK_Robert Cazimero_Emeritus UH_2026.pdf
143K
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Office of the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

UNIVERSITY
of HAWAI'T®

HILO

April 1, 2026
Letter of Support for Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters to Robert Cazimero
Aloha e Chair Lee and Members of the Board of Regents,

It is with deep respect and heartfelt support that I write in strong endorsement of
awarding the Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters to Kumu Hula Robert
Uluwehionapuaikawekiuokalani Cazimero.

Kumu Robert stands as one of the most enduring and influential cultural leaders of our
time—an individual whose life’s work reflects a profound and unwavering commitment
to ‘ike Hawai‘i. Through hula, mele, and ‘dlelo Hawai‘i, he has not only preserved our
traditions, but has carried them forward with intention, dignity, and aloha. His work
reminds us that culture is not something we inherit passively, but something we live,
practice, and kuleana for each day.

As a kumu hula, his leadership is deeply rooted in lineage, discipline, and ‘ike kupuna.
Through Halau Na Kamalei o Lililehua, he has cultivated generations of haumana who
continue to serve as cultural practitioners, educators, and leaders in their own right. This
intergenerational transmission of knowledge is one of his greatest legacies ensuring that
hula remains a living, breathing expression of ‘ike, identity, and connection carried
forward through practice, relationship, and kuleana across generations.

As a musician and cultural ambassador, Kumu Robert helped shape the Hawaiian
Renaissance, bringing ‘ike Hawai‘i back into spaces where it had once been
marginalized. Through his work with The Sunday Manoa and The Brothers Cazimero, he
elevated Hawaiian music and language to global stages, while always grounding his work
in place, ‘ike, and community. His many honors, including Na Hoka Hanohano Awards,
Grammy nominations, and lifetime achievement recognitions, reflect not only artistic
excellence but a lifelong commitment to sharing and perpetuating Hawaiian culture
across Hawai‘i and the world. His voice both literal and figurative has inspired pride,
identity, and resurgence for countless po‘e Hawai‘i and all who call Hawai‘i home.

What distinguishes Kumu Robert most is not only his excellence, but his practice. He
embodies what it means to live culture with humility, discipline, and deep aloha for
people and place. Whether in the halau, on stage, or in partnership with the University of
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Hawai‘i, he has always shown that ‘ike is relational, that learning carries responsibility,
and that leadership is grounded in service.

His longstanding relationship with the University of Hawai‘i further reflects this
commitment. He has generously shared his knowledge with students, faculty, and
communities across the system, strengthening our collective ability to center ‘ike Hawai‘i
within higher education. In doing so, he has helped advance the University’s mission in
meaningful and enduring ways.

To honor Kumu Robert with this degree is to recognize not only a lifetime of
achievement, but a lifetime of service to Hawai‘i. It is to acknowledge a leader who has
shaped our cultural landscape, uplifted our people, and ensured that our ‘ike continues to
thrive for generations to come.

I offer my highest support for this recognition.

Me ka ha‘aha‘a a me ka mahalo,
Keiki Kawai’ae’a
Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, UH Hilo
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Community College

Your Position (required)

Support
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It is my honor to endorse the conferral of emeritus status upon Professor Kay Ono.

I have had the pleasure of working for Professor Kay Ono as her secretary in the Business Division
when Iwas at Leeward Community College. Kay was pivotal in mentoring me, not only while being her
secretary, but long after I left the college. She continues to nurture my growth by sharing her wealth
of information across diverse areas of interest.

Kay demonstrated exceptional dedication by working extended hours, including evenings and
weekends. She anchored the department during times of significant institutional transition, and laid
the cornerstone for many successful programs.

Her leadership was never about individual accolades; it was about the collective growth of the division.
She cultivated talent, identifying the strengths of junior faculty and providing the resources and
encouragement they needed to flourish. Under her guidance, the division didn't just meet its goals—it
became a fertile ground for the next generation of leaders.

Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response
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Cindy K. Martin

Your Organization (optional)

Leeward Community College (retired 2018)

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you)

cindymar@hawaii.edu
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BOR - V.D. Request to Award Emerita Title to Professor Kay S. Ono, retired Professor, Leeward
Community College

Your Position (required)

Support

Your Testimony/Comments

Kay Ono's consistent excellence across all facets of her work within the UH Community College system
and at the state and national levels, clearly demonstrates her worthiness of emerita status. As a
colleague, I can attest to her outstanding performance beginning when she was hired as a lecturer.
During her six years as a lecturer, she consistently performed at the level of a Range 4-5 faculty
member, assuming leadership roles from the outset.

As an emerita retiree, I can attest that her performance throughout her career fully merits this
recognition. This is further evidenced by the many awards she received during her tenure as a faculty
member.

I respectfully request your approval of this no-cost award in recognition of someone who has
contributed so much to the UH system.

Thank you.

Your Testimony (pdf or word)

No Response
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Agenda Item: V. C.: Honorary Doctorate to Kumu Hula Robert Cazimero
Aloha University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents,

We write in strong and unequivocal support of awarding the Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters
to Robert ‘Uluwehionapuaikawékiuokalani Cazimero.

For more than five decades, Mr. Cazimero has served as one of Hawai‘i’'s most influential cultural
practitioners. He is a kumu hula, master musician, composer, educator, and visionary whose work
has fundamentally shaped the course of Hawaiian cultural revitalization. His contributions extend
well beyond performance; they are structural, intergenerational, and global in reach, reaffirming ‘ike
Hawai‘i as a living, practiced, and evolving body of knowledge.

As a founding member of The Sunday Manoa and later as one half of The Brothers Cazimero, Mr.
Cazimero stood at the forefront of the Hawaiian Renaissance. His work helped restore Hawaiian
language, music, and identity at a critical historical moment when these traditions were at risk of
being lost. Through more than 40 album projects, dozens of original compositions, and
performances on the world’s most prestigious stages, including Carnegie Hall and the Hollywood
Bowl, he has elevated Hawaiian music to international prominence while maintaining deep cultural
integrity.

Equally significant is his legacy as a kumu hula and co-founder of Halau Na Kamalei o Lilllehua.
For nearly 50 years, he has committed himself to the rigorous training and mentorship of haumana,
emphasizing discipline and cultural protocol. His progressive leadership fortified the presence of
kane in hula, restoring a tradition that had diminished in public visibility. Through formal ‘Gniki
ceremonies, he has graduated multiple generations of dancers and kumu hula, ensuring the
continuity of a distinguished hula lineage rooted in the teachings of Maiki Aiu Lake.

The breadth of his influence is evident in the accomplishments of his students; many of whom have
become leaders in education, music, cultural practice, and the arts. His deliberate passing of
knowledge, including entrusting the continuation of the May Day concert tradition to the next
generation, reflects a sustained commitment to cultural perpetuation rather than personal
recognition.

Mr. Cazimero’s impact continues to be both current and dynamic. In recent years, he has
presented internationally, including teaching hula in Japan and collaborating on major
performances in San Francisco and New York City. He has engaged in community-based cultural
work through benefit performances, public talks, and ongoing artistic programming.

His achievements have been recognized through numerous honors, including multiple Na Hoka
Hanohano Awards, Grammy nominations, induction into the Hawaiian Music Hall of Fame, and
lifetime achievement recognitions. Under his innovation, his halau has earned top honors at the
Merrie Monarch Festival and the King Kamehameha Hula Competition, underscoring both artistic
excellence and cultural rigor.

Just as important is his long standing relationship with the University of Hawai‘i. Through lectures,
workshops, performances, and mentorship across the system, he has enriched the academic



environment by bridging traditional knowledge and institutional learning. His work aligns directly
with the University’s mission to cultivate knowledge, strengthen cultural identity, and prepare future
generations to lead with integrity and purpose.

What ultimately distinguishes Mr. Cazimero is not only the scale of his accomplishments, but the
depth of his kuleana. His life’s work reflects an unwavering commitment to cultural stewardship,
intergenerational teaching, and the perpetuation of ‘ike Hawai'i.

Awarding the Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters to Robert Cazimero is both appropriate and
necessary. It recognizes a lifetime of transformative impact and affirms the essential role of Native
Hawaiian knowledge systems within the academy and beyond.

We respectfully urge the Board of Regents to approve this honor.
Sincerely,

Daniel Naho’opi'i
President, Wahea Foundation

Board Members of Wahea Foundation

Aukahi Austin Seabury / James Barros / Kyle Chock / Richard Heirakuiji
Mehana Hind / Baron Lee / Stephanie K. Yim

-D WaheaFoundation RUC Doctorate Submission.pdf
226K
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Wahea Foundation teaches, supports and honors the ancestral wisdom of Hawai‘t as inspired by the mastery, genius, and artistry of Robert Uluwehi Cazimero.
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March 31, 2026

Board of Regents

University of Hawai‘i
Dear Members of the Board of Regents,

We write in strong and unequivocal support of awarding the Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters to Robert

‘Uluwehionapuaikawékiuokalani Cazimero.

For more than five decades, Mr. Cazimero has served as one of Hawai‘i's most influential cultural practitioners. He
is @ kumu hula, master musician, composer, educator, and visionary whose work has fundamentally shaped the
course of Hawaiian cultural revitalization. His contributions extend well beyond performance; they are structural,

intergenerational, and global in reach, reaffirming ‘ike Hawai‘i as a living, practiced, and evolving body of knowledge.

As a founding member of The Sunday Manoa and later as one half of The Brothers Cazimero, Mr. Cazimero stood at
the forefront of the Hawaiian Renaissance. His work helped restore Hawaiian language, music, and identity at a
critical historical moment when these traditions were at risk of being lost. Through more than 40 album projects,
over a hundred original compositions, and performances on the world's most prestigious stages, including Carnegie
Hall and the Hollywood Bowl, he has elevated Hawaiian music to international prominence while maintaining deep

cultural integrity.

Equally significant is his legacy as a kumu hula and co-founder of Halau Na Kamalei o Lililehua. For nearly 50 years,
he has committed himself to the rigorous training and mentorship of haumana, emphasizing discipline and cultural
protocol. His progressive leadership fortified the presence of kane in hula, restoring a tradition that had diminished
in public visibility. Through formal ‘Gniki ceremonies, he has graduated multiple generations of dancers and kumu

hula, ensuring the continuity of a distinguished hula lineage rooted in the teachings of Maiki Aiu Lake.

The breadth of his influence is evident in the accomplishments of his students; many of whom have become leaders
in education, music, cultural practice, and the arts. His deliberate passing of knowledge, including entrusting the
continuation of the May Day concert tradition to the next generation, reflects a sustained commitment to cultural

perpetuation rather than personal recognition.
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Mr. Cazimero's impact continues to be both current and dynamic. In recent years, he has presented internationally,
including teaching hula in Japan and collaborating on major performances in San Francisco and New York City. He
has engaged in community-based cultural work through benefit performances, public talks, ongoing artistic

programming and endeavors.

His achievements have been recognized through numerous honors, including multiple Na Hoka Hanohano Awards,
Grammy nominations, induction into the Hawaiian Music Hall of Fame, and lifetime achievement recognitions. Under
his innovation, his halau has earned top honors at the Merrie Monarch Festival and the King Kamehameha Hula

Competition, underscoring both artistic excellence and cultural rigor.

Just as important is his longstanding relationship with the University of Hawai‘i. Through lectures, workshops,
performances, and mentorship across the system, he has enriched the academic environment by bridging traditional
knowledge and institutional learning. His work aligns directly with the University's mission to cultivate knowledge,

strengthen cultural identity, and prepare future generations to lead with integrity and purpose.

What ultimately distinguishes Mr. Cazimero is not only the scale of his accomplishments, but the depth of his
kuleana. His life's work reflects an unwavering commitment to cultural stewardship, intergenerational teaching, and

the perpetuation of ‘ike Hawai‘i.

Awarding the Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters to Robert Cazimero is both appropriate and necessary. It
recognizes a lifetime of transformative impact and affirms the essential role of Native Hawaiian knowledge systems

within the academy and beyond.
We respectfully urge the Board of Regents to approve this honor.

Sincerely,

Daniel Naho'opi'i
President, Wahea Foundation

Aukahi Austin Seabury / James Barros / Kyle Chock / Richard Heirakuiji
Mehana Hind / Baron Lee / Stephanie K. Yim
Board Members of Wahea Foundation



UNIVERSITY
of HAWAI'I BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

SYSTEM

SUPPORT OF KAY ONO AS PROFESSOR EMERITUS

1 message

Kathleen Young <kayoung@hawaii.edu> Tue, Apr 14, 2026 at 10:50 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

| urge the University of Hawaii Board of Regents to award retired Professor, Kay Ono, the title of Professor Emeritus.

I had the privilege to work with Professor Ono for many years before | retired. She began as a lecturer and served
meritoriously at every level of instruction as she rose up the ranks to becoming a full professor.

Professor Ono looks for ways to contribute; it's part of her DNA. Not only has she changed the lives of her students; she
has represented the University of Hawaii by serving in leadership positions in regional and national professional
organizations. Ms. Ono has made major contributions to the Hawaii State, Western Regional, and National Business
Education Associations.

| suppose one of Professor Ono's shortcomings is that she sacrifices her own personal goals to serve wherever she is
needed. When Leeward Community College's (LCC's) Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs (VCAA), Della Kunimune, left
to serve as the University of Hawaii System's Vice President for all Community Colleges, she asked Professor Ono to
step in as Leeward's Interim VCAA. Committed to dedicating her energies and abilities to where they are most needed,
Professor Ono agreed!! Because of this, she lacks a few months of the 5-year Professorship requirement to become a
Professor Emeritus.

I have known Professor Ono for over 20 years. She has changed the lives of many students, has worked hard to
strengthen LCC's academic and workforce programs, and has raised the college's credibility within our community and
statewide. Because she also served with distinction at the Interim Vice Chancellor level, | urge all reviewers--and our
Board of Regents--to vote that Professor Kay Ono be awarded the title of Professor Emeritus.

Sincerely,
Kathleen L. Young, Professor Emeritus, LCC
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As aretired Professor, CC, from Leeward Community College's Business Division, I have worked with Kay
Ono since she was first hired there. I worked at Leeward Community College for 32 years, serving as
Accounting Program Chair, Personnel Division Chair, and as the Chair of the Business Division for over
10 years. I fully support awarding the Emerita title to Professor Kay Ono. Kay was a hard-working and
enthusiastic co-worker with many innovating ideas for her Business Technology Program, the Business
Education Division, and the Leeward campus as a whole.

As a seasoned Business educator, Kay taught the many classes and lead her discipline in "keeping

up to date" with current developments in her program. She spearheaded the creation of the Health
Information Technology Program on the campus and hired and advised new faculty in that discipline.
With her good teaching, campus and community service, and leadership activities, she earned the title
of Professor, CC., and served as the Business Division Chair. She was also good at mentoring junior
faculty, who eventually became discipline coordinators and future Division Chairs.

When the time came, she even "stepped up" and took campus leadership positions in times of need. I
admire her courage and ability to work with all types of people to help Leeward Community College's
leadership team when they needed it. She also served as a campus leader at UH - West Oahu for

a while. The QUALITY of her service to her discipline, division, campus, and UH System more than
qualifies her for the title of Professor Emerita.
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April 14, 2026

Gabriel Lee

Chair, Board of Regents
University of Hawai‘i
2444 Dole Street
Honolulu, HI 96822

Dear Chair Lee

I am pleased to offer my strong support for Mrs. Kay Ono in recognition of her outstanding
service at Leeward Community College and her nomination for the title of Professor Emerita.

It has been my privilege to know and work alongside Mrs. Ono for over a decade as a colleague
from Hawaii Community College. During that time, I have consistently been impressed by her
thoughtful leadership, optimistic approach, and unwavering dedication to student achievement,
both academically and in workforce preparation. Her influence at Leeward Community College
has been deeply meaningful, benefiting not only students but also faculty, staff, and
administrators. The positive impact of her work continues to be felt across the institution.

In my role as faculty in the Business Education and Technology Department at Hawaii
Community College, I had the opportunity to collaborate closely with Mrs. Ono, who served in a
similar capacity at Leeward Community College. She was consistently generous with her time,
brought forward innovative ideas, and demonstrated a genuine openness to exploring new
approaches that would benefit students and programs alike across the system.

I also had the opportunity to work with Mrs. Ono in my capacity as Vice Chancellor for
Academic Affairs, alongside her in a similar leadership role at her campus, which further
deepened my appreciation for her collaborative leadership and strategic insight.

Mrs. Ono’s legacy extends beyond her leadership roles. She has played a key part in developing
and strengthening organizational systems that support institutional effectiveness, strategic
alignment, and ongoing improvement. Her work reflected a deep commitment to advancing the
college’s mission and ensuring long-term success.

Without hesitation, I recommend Mrs. Kay Ono for the distinction of Professor Emerita. Her
career is defined by meaningful contributions and dedicated service, making this honor both
fitting and well-deserved.

Your consideration is greatly appreciated. Thank you.

Sincerely

Joni Onishi

Hawaii Community College
Professor Emerita, Academic Affairs
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of HAWAI'I

SYSTEM
Letter or Recommendation for Mrs. Kay Ono.
1 message

James Goodman <goodmanj@hawaii.edu>
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear Members of the Board of Regents,

Please find the attached letter of recommendation for Mrs. Kay Ono.

Thank you,

James Goodman

ﬂ Letter_Emerita_Kay_Ono.pdf
1991K

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Tue, Apr 14, 2026 at 6:06 PM
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