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Joseph Ciotti <ciotti@hawaii.edu> Wed, Oct 23, 2024 at 11:16 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha UH Board of Regents,

The attached written testimony was originally submitted with the nomination packet on behalf of Kumu Rubellite Kawena
Johnson’s nomination for an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters Degree.

I'm resubmitting this testimony via email since it was inadvertently omitted from the other supporting letters that are
attached to Iltem IV. Report of the President in the BOR's agenda for Tuesday’s meeting.

Mahalo nui loa for considering this prestigious honor in recognition of Ruby’s lifetime of exemplary contributions to the UH
and people of Hawai'i.

Aloha,
Joe

Joseph E. Ciotti, PhD
Professor Emeritus, UH-Windward Community College
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80K
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23 October 2024

To: UH Board of Regents

From: Joseph Ciotti, PhDg '2

Professor Emeritus, UH-Windward CC
Director of the Center for Aerospace Education—WCC (retired)

Subject: Testimony Supporting Rubellite Kawena Johnson for an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters

[t is with the utmost respect and privilege that [ submit this written testimony supporting Kumu
Rubellite Kawena Johnson’s nomination for an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from UH-
Manoa. I have known Ruby for nearly thirty years, each of which has been a unique learning
experience for me. My first contact with Ruby was as a tutee under her expertise mentorship in
Polynesian culture and astronomy. Over the years that close relationship developed into a collegial
bonding where we’ve co-taught and co-presented topics in Polynesian astronomy.

Ruby is the one of foremost experts in Polynesian star identification. Her seminal work resulted in
the publication of the classic book Na Inoa Hokii, which she co-authored with John Kaipo Mahelona.
This one-of-a-kind compilation of Hawaiian and Pacific star names remains the primary source for
archaeoastronomical researchers and indigenous groups like the Polynesian Voyaging Society. So
essential was this catalogue of ancient star names throughout Oceania that the book was recently
revised and expanded under the authorship of Ruby Johnson, John Mahelona and internationally
noted archaeoastronomer Clive Ruggles.

Ruby has conducted significant archaeological research throughout the State of Hawai‘i. Among
them include her publication on Ahu a ‘Umi as viewed from the standpoint of a traditional heiau
construction where the foundation was laid down prior to its enclosing walls.

Ruby also conducted extensive research on Kaho‘olawe. Among her numerous studies of this
historically important island was a report on the archaeoastronomical significance of Kaho‘olawe’s
sites, which she undertook through field excursions for the Kaho‘olawe Conveyance Commission.
This indispensable research was published as Consultant Report No. 9: Kaho‘olawe’s Potential Astro-
Archaeological Resources.

Ruby is a consummate researcher whose passion is to reveal Hawai‘i’s past through exhaustive
methodologies. Her specialty in Polynesian astronomy and its relationship to its archaeological
sites has been a cherished gift to the people of Hawai‘i.
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To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
Cc: Devon Peterson <devon@hawaii.edu>

Dear Chair Lee, Vice Chair Tochiki, Vice Chair Loo, and Board of Regents Members,

On behalf of the Kapi‘olani Community College Staff Council, | am honored to submit this testimony in
enthusiastic support of Devon Peterson, JD, for the position of Interim Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs,
effective November 1, 2024. This appointment is anticipated to be reviewed at your upcoming meeting on
October 29, 2024.

Devon's appointment exemplifies Kapi‘olani Community College's shared governance principles, which
recognizes the capacity for staff employees to contribute to campus leadership at its highest levels. Devon
was elected by her staff colleagues to serve as an officer for our Staff Council, and was an active member
who led us during the COVID-19 pandemic.

In addition to her professional achievements, Devon’s organizational and interpersonal skills, as well as her
deep commitment to our college’s mission, have fostered a sense of continuity and support amidst recent
leadership transitions within Student Affairs. Her focus on enhancing our institutional climate and advocating
for students has been invaluable, and we are confident that, as Interim Vice Chancellor, she will continue to
build upon these strengths, ensuring both short-term stability and long-term planning within our Student
Affairs division.

We are proud to support this appointment and look forward to working alongside Devon in this interim
period. Additionally, as we begin the recruitment for a permanent Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, we
encourage the Board’s endorsement of Devon Peterson to serve as Interim Vice Chancellor for Student
Affairs to lead our campus in realizing its vision as a model Indigenous serving institution. Her proven track
record and dedication to our college community underscore her readiness to serve in this vital role.

Thank you for your continued commitment to elevating staff leadership at the University of Hawai'i.

Warmly,

Susan Pope
Chair, Staff Council

@ Testimony_StaffCouncil_10-25-2024.docx
38K
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October 28, 2024

University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents
2444 Dole Street, Bachman Hall, Room 209
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96822

Testimony to the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents
from the Kapi‘olani Community College Staff Council
re: Devon Peterson’s appointment as the Interim Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs

Dear Chair Lee, Vice Chair Tochiki, Vice Chair Loo, and Board of Regents Members,

On behalf of the Kapi‘olani Community College Staff Council, | am honored to submit this
testimony in enthusiastic support of Devon Peterson, JD, for the position of Interim Vice
Chancellor for Student Affairs, effective November 1, 2024. This appointment is anticipated to be
reviewed at your upcoming meeting on October 29, 2024.

Devon's appointment exemplifies Kapi‘olani Community College's shared governance principles,
which recognizes the capacity for staff employees to contribute to campus leadership at its
highest levels. Devon was elected by her staff colleagues to serve as an officer for our Staff
Council, and was an active member who led us during the COVID-19 pandemic.

In addition to her professional achievements, Devon’s organizational and interpersonal skills, as
well as her deep commitment to our college’s mission, have fostered a sense of continuity and
support amidst recent leadership transitions within Student Affairs. Her focus on enhancing our
institutional climate and advocating for students has been invaluable, and we are confident that,
as Interim Vice Chancellor, she will continue to build upon these strengths, ensuring both short-
term stability and long-term planning within our Student Affairs division.

We are proud to support this appointment and look forward to working alongside Devon in this
interim period. Additionally, as we begin the recruitment for a permanent Vice Chancellor for
Student Affairs, we encourage the Board’s endorsement of Devon Peterson to serve as Interim
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs to lead our campus in realizing its vision as a model
Indigenous serving institution. Her proven track record and dedication to our college community
underscore her readiness to serve in this vital role.

Thank you for your continued commitment to elevating staff leadership at the University of
Hawai'i.

Warmly,

Susan Pope
Chair, Staff Council

4303 Diamond Head Road, Kalia 101
Honolulu Hawai'i 96816-4221
Telephone: (808) 734-9365

Email: askstaff@hawaii.edu
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To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha mai,

Please see my testimony below:

'Ano'ai ke aloha kakou,

| submit this testimony to express my concern on the growing stake of the Department of Defense research at the
University of Hawaii. With task ordered research, the research conducted by our public University is not sourced from
community needs, but rather DoD priorities. An agency whose priorities have poisoned our water, decimated Kaho‘olawe,
and have conducted chemical experiments on our islands without free and informed consent.

The relationship the DoD has with the University as a UARC must end.

| additionally propose that there be more oversight and guardrails over the research accepted at the University by the
DoD. What cultural oversight is occuring at the University over DoD research? What role does the Hawaiian community
have in a Native Hawaiian Place of Learning in the research the University engages in? Does the Board of Regents have

a policy on peace, that reaffirms it is above all nations and does not improve lethality?

Thank you for taking the time to read this testimony, and | pray that what you weave for our future is what you receive in
your lifetime.

Thank you,
Bronson Azama



Mahina Kaomea
Completed Oct 28,2024 - 10:58 PM  COMPLETE

Public Testimony Form - University of Hawaii Board of Regents

Please provide your testimony on this form for the next University
of Hawaii Board of Regents meeting. Make sure you include all the
requested information so that the Board of Regents is able to
clearly understand the testimony provided.

**All written testimony submitted are public documents.
Therefore, any testimony submitted is public information and will
be posted on the board's website.

Your Name (required) *

Mahina Kaomea

Your Organization (optional)

Your e-mail address (in case we need to reach you) *

mahina.kaomea@gmail.com

Board of Regents Agenda Item (required) *

V.D. Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Extramural Awards Year-End Report & FY 2025 Funding Quarter 1
Report

Your Position (required) *

Comments Only

Your Testimony/Comments

Your Testimony (pdf or word)
Testimony for Oct 29 BOR Meeting.pdf (86.8 kB)


https://hawaii.kualibuild.com/app/forms/api/v2/files/67198adff5a356eb75c2d93e/5d4f1d38-a63a-4e2b-b951-2adf067447a7

October 28, 2024
TO: University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents
FROM: Mahina Kaomea

Concerns Related to Agenda Item D. Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Extramural Awards Year-End
Report & FY 2025 Funding Quarter 1 Report

Aloha Chair Lee and Members of the Board,

My name is Mahina Kaomea. [ am a prospective student testifying on Agenda Item D to
represent the voices of students, faculty, and community members deeply opposed to the renewal
of the University Affiliated Research Center (UARC) contract between UH and the U.S. Navy.

Our testimony stands alongside more than a thousand signatures on a public petition, urging you
to halt the renewal of this contract and place it on a future agenda for full public discussion.

Agenda Item D, the extramural awards year-end report, reveals UH’s substantial dependence on
Department of Defense (DoD) funding, including task orders for UARC research. This
arrangement directs UH’s resources toward military projects that frequently lack transparency,
classified beyond public oversight. Despite repeated requests for information, we cannot confirm
that weapons development is not occurring under UARC, especially with project titles like
“Naval Special Warfare Prototyping on Demand.” This setup fundamentally conflicts with UH’s
mission as a public institution and Native Hawaiian Place of Learning, restricting academic
freedom and intellectual integrity.

Our Petition and Key Demands:

1. Full Transparency in the Renewal Process: We demand that President Lassner and the
Board include the public in any decision to renew the UARC contract. A contract of this
magnitude and nature should not move forward without significant public input.

2. Public Hearings on the UARC Renewal: We ask the Board to hold multiple public
forums, as it did between 2005-2008 during the establishment of the UARC, to ensure
thorough feedback from students, faculty, and community members. With a proposed
contract renewal worth $140 million, UH must prioritize public accountability.

3. Disclosure of Contract Information: Though some documents are classified, UH has a
responsibility to disclose the maximum amount of information. We demand that UH
advocate for reclassification of contract details to allow for public review.

4. Commitment to Native Hawaiian Values: UH must honor its responsibility to Kanaka
‘Oiwi and the broader Hawai‘i community by refusing to renew this UARC contract. The
legacy of military encroachment on Hawaiian lands has led to lasting environmental



destruction and desecration of ‘@aina across Hawai‘i. We urge UH to honor its
commitment to being a Native Hawaiian Place of Learning by refusing to align with
entities that perpetuate this harm.

As a prospective student of Native Hawaiian descent, I urge you to strongly consider the impact
that signing military research contracts, such as the UARC contract, will have on your Native
Hawaiian constituents.

I have been dreaming of attending UH for almost as long as I’ve known how to read. All of my
biggest heroes teach there: Kumu Jon Osorio, Kumu Lilikala Kame‘elehiwa, Kumu Noelani
Goodyear-Ka‘opua. From these intellectual heroes and countless other Hawaiian scholars, I
learned about the devastating impact that the military has had on our lands and our people,
especially in the bombing of Kaho‘olawe and Makua. With the hindsight of history, bombing an
entire island and destroying its precious freshwater resources is unbelievable, certainly
something to be stopped at all costs. But such military-caused environmental and cultural
tragedies are not so easily questioned when they’re happening today, such as in the case of the jet
fuel leaks at Red Hill/Kaptikaki or the bombing of Ka‘ula.

I am planning to apply for PhD programs at UH Manoa this Fall, but that dream of attending UH
feels more conflicted than it ever has. I am deeply concerned about our public university’s
incredible research talent and facilities being used in military-funded research, especially given
the extractive history of the military’s relationship with Hawaiian lands, water, and people.
Furthermore, I worry that such research, even if it seems on the surface to be completely
disconnected from the military’s imperial pursuits, might become intellectual property of the
U.S. Navy or DoD and later co-opted to facilitate the spread of violence and imperialism against
our relatives in the Pacific and beyond. And I am not the only one who feels this way - I can
assure you that thousands of the Native Hawaiian students enrolled at your institution, along with
many more thousands of faculty, alumni, and community members would be outraged,
concerned, and deeply disillusioned if the UARC contract were to be renewed once again.

UH cannot claim to be a Native Hawaiian Place of Learning while advancing military research
that prioritizes secrecy and may involve weapons development on Indigenous lands. Extramural
funding should be used to support research that enriches our community, not deepens our
institution’s ties to militarization.

Alongside more than a thousand of our classmates, peers, faculty, staff, and community
members, we demand that UH take a stand for transparency, accountability, and integrity. We
urge the Board to recognize the significance of this moment, commit to a transparent review, and
reconsider the presence of UARC at our university in light of UH’s mission.

Mahalo nui for your time and consideration.
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October 29, 2024
TO: University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents
FROM: Waileia Tupou

Concerns Related to Agenda Item D. Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Extramural Awards Year-End
Report & FY 2025 Funding Quarter 1 Report

Aloha Chair Lee and Members of the Board,

My name is Waileia Tupou, and I’'m here today with my peers testifying on Agenda Item D to
represent the voices of students, faculty, and community members deeply opposed to the renewal
of the University Affiliated Research Center (UARC) contract between UH and the U.S. Navy.

Our testimony stands alongside more than a thousand signatures on a public petition, urging you
to halt the renewal of this contract and place it on a future agenda for full public discussion.

Agenda Item D, the extramural awards year-end report, reveals UH’s substantial dependence on
Department of Defense (DoD) funding, including task orders for UARC research. This
arrangement directs UH’s resources toward military projects that frequently lack transparency,
classified beyond public oversight. Despite repeated requests for information, we cannot confirm
that weapons development is not occurring under UARC, especially with project titles like
“Naval Special Warfare Prototyping on Demand.” This setup fundamentally conflicts with UH’s
mission as a public institution and Native Hawaiian Place of Learning, restricting academic
freedom and intellectual integrity.

Our Petition and Key Demands:

1. Full Transparency in the Renewal Process: We demand that President Lassner and the
Board include the public in any decision to renew the UARC contract. A contract of this
magnitude and nature should not move forward without significant public input.

2. Public Hearings on the UARC Renewal: We ask the Board to hold multiple public
forums, as it did between 2005-2008 during the establishment of the UARC, to ensure
thorough feedback from students, faculty, and community members. With a proposed
contract renewal worth $140 million, UH must prioritize public accountability.

3. Disclosure of Contract Information: Though some documents are classified, UH has a
responsibility to disclose the maximum amount of information. We demand that UH
advocate for reclassification of contract details to allow for public review.

4. Commitment to Native Hawaiian Values: UH must honor its responsibility to Kanaka
‘Oiwi and the broader Hawai‘i community by refusing to renew this UARC contract. The
legacy of military encroachment on Hawaiian lands has led to lasting environmental



destruction and desecration of ‘@aina across Hawai‘i. We urge UH to honor its
commitment to being a Native Hawaiian Place of Learning by refusing to align with
entities that perpetuate this harm.

The continued fortification of UH-backed research and innovation of military operations
shamelessly and offensively deepens a lack of support for Native voices and struggles. I am
a Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander undergraduate student and I oppose the research
done to support a service known for harming natural resources and native land.
Decolonizing our minds is simply a task my peers and I feel necessary, and unlearning of
the strategic aid provided to the military sustained negligently by UH.

UH cannot claim to be a Native Hawaiian Place of Learning while advancing military research
that prioritizes secrecy and may involve weapons development on Indigenous lands. Extramural
funding should be used to support research that enriches our community, not deepens our
institution’s ties to militarization.

Alongside more than a thousand of our classmates, peers, faculty, staff, and community
members, we demand that UH take a stand for transparency, accountability, and integrity. We
urge the Board to recognize the significance of this moment, commit to a transparent review, and
reconsider the presence of UARC at our university in light of UH’s mission.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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October 29, 2024
TO: University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents
FROM: Momi Bachiller

Concerns Related to Agenda Item D. Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Extramural Awards Year-End
Report & FY 2025 Funding Quarter 1 Report

Aloha Chair Lee and Members of the Board,

My name is Momi Bachiller, and I’'m here today with my peers testifying on Agenda Item D to
represent the voices of students, faculty, and community members deeply opposed to the renewal
of the University Affiliated Research Center (UARC) contract between UH and the U.S. Navy.

Our testimony stands alongside more than a thousand signatures on a public petition, urging you
to halt the renewal of this contract and place it on a future agenda for full public discussion.

Agenda Item D, the extramural awards year-end report, reveals UH’s substantial dependence on
Department of Defense (DoD) funding, including task orders for UARC research. This
arrangement directs UH’s resources toward military projects that frequently lack transparency,
classified beyond public oversight. Despite repeated requests for information, we cannot confirm
that weapons development is not occurring under UARC, especially with project titles like
“Naval Special Warfare Prototyping on Demand.” This setup fundamentally conflicts with UH’s
mission as a public institution and Native Hawaiian Place of Learning, restricting academic
freedom and intellectual integrity.

Our Petition and Key Demands:

1. Full Transparency in the Renewal Process: We ask that President Lassner recognize
that signing a 10-year contract with the U.S. Navy and Department of Defense should not
be a decision he makes alone. We demand that UARC contract renewal be placed on the
Board of Regents' agenda for an upcoming meeting so that stakeholders can give
testimony and comment on the matter of contract renewal itself.

2. Public Hearings on the UARC Renewal: We demand that the Board of Regents hold
multiple public comment meetings to allow for extended community input hearing. These
hearings would align with the procedure in 2006 in which several public comment
meetings were held to allow for broader input. With a proposed contract renewal worth
$140 million, UH must prioritize public accountability.



3. Disclosure of Contract Information: We understand that documents relating to UARC
cannot be released to the public without the Department of Defense changing the
classification level. However, we assert that this does not absolve UH of its responsibility
to be transparent about research endeavors conducted at a public university, particularly
contracts relating to the U.S. Navy. We therefore demand that UH both consent to the
public disclosure of all documents relating to the UARC contract and pressure the Navy
to change the classification level of these documents, making public disclosure possible.

4. Commitment to Native Hawaiian Values: UH must honor its responsibility to Kanaka
‘Oiwi and the broader Hawai‘i community by refusing to renew this UARC contract. The
legacy of military encroachment on Hawaiian lands has led to lasting environmental
destruction and desecration of ‘aina across Hawai‘i. We urge UH to honor its
commitment to being a Native Hawaiian Place of Learning by refusing to align with
entities that perpetuate this harm.

This is exactly the kind of research Linda Tuhiwai-Smith was talking about when she said that
“research is one of the dirtiest words for indigenous people.” As a scientist, as a kanaka oiwi, as
a woman, as a human being I know that research and advancement does not need to and never
should function to “increase lethality” in the words of our president David Lassner. Who is
advancing with this kind of research? The most genocidal military in the world? The selfish
individuals making a profit? It’s certainly not kanaka oiwi and the people of Hawaii while we
continue to die of cancer and poison injected into our wai and aina by the very branches of the
military you seek to work with.

UH cannot claim to be a Native Hawaiian Place of Learning while advancing military research
that prioritizes secrecy and may involve weapons development on stolen Indigenous lands.
Extramural funding should be used to support research that serves the needs of our community,
not the genocidal American war machine.

Alongside more than a thousand of our classmates, peers, faculty, staff, and community
members, we demand that UH take a stand for transparency, accountability, and integrity. We
urge the Board to recognize the significance of this moment, commit to a transparent review, and
reconsider the presence of UARC at our university in light of UH’s mission.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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October 29, 2024
TO: University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents
FROM: Dianne Deauna

Concerns Related to Agenda Item D. Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Extramural Awards Year-End
Report & FY 2025 Funding Quarter 1 Report

Aloha Chair Lee and Members of the Board,

I’m submitting this testimony on Agenda Item D to represent the voices of students, faculty, and
community members deeply opposed to the renewal of the University Affiliated Research Center
(UARC) contract between UH and the U.S. Navy.

Our testimony stands alongside more than a thousand signatures on a public petition, urging you
to halt the renewal of this contract and place it on a future agenda for full public discussion.

Agenda Item D, the extramural awards year-end report, reveals UH’s substantial dependence on
Department of Defense (DoD) funding, including task orders for UARC research. This
arrangement directs UH’s resources toward military projects that frequently lack transparency,
classified beyond public oversight. Despite repeated requests for information, we cannot confirm
that weapons development is not occurring under UARC, especially with project titles like
“Hawaii Munitions Test Range Complex”. This setup fundamentally conflicts with UH’s mission
as a public institution and Native Hawaiian Place of Learning, restricting academic freedom and
intellectual integrity.

Our Petition and Key Demands:

1. Full Transparency in the Renewal Process: We ask that President Lassner recognize
that signing a 10-year contract with the U.S. Navy and Department of Defense should not
be a decision he makes alone. We demand that UARC contract renewal be placed on the
Board of Regents' agenda for an upcoming meeting so that stakeholders can give
testimony and comment on the matter of contract renewal itself.

2. Public Hearings on the UARC Renewal: We demand that the Board of Regents hold
multiple public comment meetings to allow for extended community input hearing. These
hearings would align with the procedure in 2006 in which several public comment
meetings were held to allow for broader input. With a proposed contract renewal worth
$140 million, UH must prioritize public accountability.

3. Disclosure of Contract Information: We understand that documents relating to UARC
cannot be released to the public without the Department of Defense changing the
classification level. However, we assert that this does not absolve UH of its responsibility



to be transparent about research endeavors conducted at a public university, particularly
contracts relating to the U.S. Navy. We therefore demand that UH both consent to the
public disclosure of all documents relating to the UARC contract and pressure the Navy
to change the classification level of these documents, making public disclosure possible.

4. Commitment to Native Hawaiian Values: UH must honor its responsibility to Kanaka
‘Oiwi and the broader Hawai‘i community by refusing to renew this UARC contract. The
legacy of military encroachment on Hawaiian lands has led to lasting environmental
destruction and desecration of ‘@aina across Hawai‘i. We urge UH to honor its
commitment to being a Native Hawaiian Place of Learning by refusing to align with
entities that perpetuate this harm.

UH cannot claim to be a Native Hawaiian Place of Learning while advancing military research
that prioritizes secrecy and may involve weapons development on Indigenous lands. Extramural
funding should be used to support research that enriches our community, not deepens our
institution’s ties to militarization. As a climate scientist, [ am opposed to continued ties with the
single largest institutional emitter of greenhouse gasses in the world. We cannot enter into
financial agreements without holding them accountable for the global destruction they have
wrought, and how their actions will continue to disrupt our collective futures.

Alongside more than a thousand of our classmates, peers, faculty, staff, and community
members, we demand that UH take a stand for transparency, accountability, and integrity. We
urge the Board to recognize the significance of this moment, commit to a transparent review, and
reconsider the presence of UARC at our university in light of UH’s mission.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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To: BOR Testimony <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Aloha BOR,

Please see my attached testimony with a copy of an additional petition opposing the University of Hawai‘i as a University
Affiliated Research Center. Please note this petition is different than the one spoken about in my testimony.

Link to Petition: https://www.change.org/p/stop-the-department-of-defense-and-university-of-hawai%CA%BBi-contract-
renewal

Thank you,
Kawaiola Kapuni

Kawaiola‘akeali‘i Kili Kapuni | University of Hawai‘i at Manoa

B.A. Candidate in Political Science, Concentration in Indigenous Politics
B.A. Candidate in ‘Olelo Hawai‘i

B.A. Candidate in Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
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October 29, 2024
TO: University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents
FROM: Kawaiola Kapuni

Concerns Related to Agenda Item D. Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Extramural Awards Year-End
Report & FY 2025 Funding Quarter 1 Report

Aloha Chair Lee and Members of the Board,

My name is Kawaiola Kapuni and I’m testifying today alongside my peers testifying on Agenda
Item D to represent the voices of students, faculty, and community members deeply opposed to
the renewal of the University Affiliated Research Center (UARC) contract between UH and the
U.S. Navy.

Our testimony stands alongside more than a thousand signatures on a public petition, urging you
to halt the renewal of this contract and place it on a future agenda for full public discussion.

Agenda Item D, the extramural awards year-end report, reveals UH’s substantial dependence on
Department of Defense (DoD) funding, including task orders for UARC research. This
arrangement directs UH’s resources toward military projects that frequently lack transparency,
classified beyond public oversight. Despite repeated requests for information, we cannot confirm
that weapons development is not occurring under UARC, especially with project titles like
“Naval Special Warfare Prototyping on Demand.” This setup fundamentally conflicts with UH’s
mission as a public institution and Native Hawaiian Place of Learning, restricting academic
freedom and intellectual integrity.

Our Petition and Key Demands:

1. Full Transparency in the Renewal Process: We ask that President Lassner recognize
that signing a 10-year contract with the U.S. Navy and Department of Defense should not
be a decision he makes alone. We demand that UARC contract renewal be placed on the
Board of Regents' agenda for an upcoming meeting so that stakeholders can give
testimony and comment on the matter of contract renewal itself.

2. Public Hearings on the UARC Renewal: We demand that the Board of Regents hold
multiple public comment meetings to allow for extended community input hearing. These
hearings would align with the procedure in 2006 in which several public comment
meetings were held to allow for broader input. With a proposed contract renewal worth
$140 million, UH must prioritize public accountability.

3. Disclosure of Contract Information: We understand that documents relating to UARC
cannot be released to the public without the Department of Defense changing the



classification level. However, we assert that this does not absolve UH of its responsibility
to be transparent about research endeavors conducted at a public university, particularly
contracts relating to the U.S. Navy. We therefore demand that UH both consent to the
public disclosure of all documents relating to the UARC contract and pressure the Navy
to change the classification level of these documents, making public disclosure possible.

4. Commitment to Native Hawaiian Values: UH must honor its responsibility to Kanaka
‘Oiwi and the broader Hawai‘i community by refusing to renew this UARC contract. The
legacy of military encroachment on Hawaiian lands has led to lasting environmental
destruction and desecration of ‘@aina across Hawai‘i. We urge UH to honor its
commitment to being a Native Hawaiian Place of Learning by refusing to align with
entities that perpetuate this harm.

UH cannot claim to be a Native Hawaiian Place of Learning while advancing military research
that prioritizes secrecy and may involve weapons development on Indigenous lands. Extramural
funding should be used to support research that enriches our community, not deepens our
institution’s ties to militarization.

Alongside more than a thousand of our classmates, peers, faculty, staff, and community
members, we demand that UH take a stand for transparency, accountability, and integrity. We
urge the Board to recognize the significance of this moment, commit to a transparent review, and
reconsider the presence of UARC at our university in light of UH’s mission.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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Name City State Postal Code Country Signed On
Kawai Kapuni Kula HI 96790 US 2024-09-16
Punia Pale Honolulu HI 96817 US 2024-09-16
Kara Tangenberg Orange CA 92866 US 2024-09-16
Kamahie Samudio McMinnville | OR 97128 US 2024-09-16
Sonja Giardina Hilo HI 96720 US 2024-09-16
La‘a Kea Webb Lahaina HI 96761 US 2024-09-16
Bronson Azama Kaneohe HI 96744 US 2024-09-16
Anela Akiu Honolulu HI 96817 US 2024-09-16
Hepua Sorensen Honolulu HI 96819 US 2024-09-16
Cora Fernandez Kahului HI 96732 US 2024-09-16
Maximus Paschoal Honolulu HI 96816 US 2024-09-16
Brigitte Axelrode Orinda CA 94563 US 2024-09-16
KJ Alexander Honolulu HI 96826 US 2024-09-16
Makani Brun Honolulu HI 96819 US 2024-09-16
Nancy Aleck Honolulu HI 96822 US 2024-09-16
Kaua Moses Honolulu HI 96814 US 2024-09-16
Healani Pale Honolulu HI 96814 US 2024-09-16
Mae Ha Honolulu HI 96822 US 2024-09-16
Max Bielawski Honolulu HI 96814 US 2024-09-16
Kekuawela Tauala Waianae HI 96792 US 2024-09-16
Sinalei Sorensen Waipahu HI 96797 US 2024-09-16
Kamalii McShane Padilla | Honolulu HI 96817 US 2024-09-16
Gagan Lally Kaneohe HI 96744 US 2024-09-16
Genasis Kalawe Honolulu HI 96822 US 2024-09-16
Kayla Cho Kaneohe HI 96744 US 2024-09-16
kuhi leong Honolulu HI 96782 US 2024-09-16
Makoa Elgin Seattle WA 98105 US 2024-09-16
Suzie Leong Honolulu HI 96819 US 2024-09-16
Aulani Wagner Kaneohe HI 96744 US 2024-09-16
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To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha kakou,

Attached below is our testimony for the Board of Regents meeting tomorrow, October 29. Please do not hesitate to reach
out if you have any questions.

Thank you.

Sonja Giardina, Mariko Quinn, Pearl Bachiller, Mahina Kaomea, Zoe Bashkin, Kawai Kapuni, Wailea Tupou
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October 29, 2024
TO: University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents

Concerns Related to Agenda Item D. Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Extramural Awards Year-End
Report & FY 2025 Funding Quarter 1 Report

Aloha Chair Lee and Members of the Board,

We are submitting this written testimony in regards to Agenda Item D to represent the voices of
students, faculty, and community members deeply opposed to the renewal of the University
Affiliated Research Center (UARC) contract between UH and the U.S. Navy.

Agenda Item D, the extramural awards year-end report, reveals UH’s substantial dependence on
Department of Defense (DoD) funding, including task orders for UARC research. DoD funding
comprised 9.6% of total extramural funding and 15.3% of federal extramural funding.
ARL/UARC funding accounted for about 32.4% of that DoD funding.

This arrangement directs UH’s resources toward military projects that frequently lack
transparency, classified beyond public oversight. Despite repeated requests for information, we
cannot confirm that weapons development is not occurring under UARC, especially with project
titles like “Naval Special Warfare Prototyping on Demand.” This setup fundamentally conflicts
with UH’s mission as a public institution and Native Hawaiian Place of Learning, restricting
academic freedom and intellectual integrity.

In light of a continued lack of transparency in the process of renewing the UARC contract, we
are presenting a public petition with 1,087 signatures- made up of 21.8% students and 13.3%
alumni. Every single one of us are urging you to halt the renewal of this contract and place it on a
future agenda for full public comment. The demands of the petition are as follows:

Our Petition and Key Demands:

1. Full Transparency in the Renewal Process: We demand that President Lassner and the
Board include the public in any decision to renew the UARC contract. A contract of this
magnitude and nature should not move forward without significant public input.

2. Public Hearings on the UARC Renewal: We ask the Board to hold multiple public
forums, as it did between 2005-2008 during the establishment of the UARC, to ensure
thorough feedback from students, faculty, and community members. With a proposed
contract renewal worth $140 million, UH must prioritize public accountability.

3. Disclosure of Contract Information: Though some documents are classified, UH has a
responsibility to disclose the maximum amount of information. We demand that UH
advocate for reclassification of contract details to allow for public review.



4. Commitment to Native Hawaiian Values: UH must honor its responsibility to Kanaka
‘Oiwi and the broader Hawai‘i community by refusing to renew this UARC contract. The
legacy of military encroachment on Hawaiian lands has led to lasting environmental
destruction and desecration of ‘@ina across Hawai‘i. We urge UH to honor its
commitment to being a Native Hawaiian Place of Learning by refusing to align with
entities that perpetuate this harm.

UH cannot claim to be a Native Hawaiian Place of Learning while advancing military research
that prioritizes secrecy and may involve weapons development on Indigenous lands. Extramural
funding should be used to support research that enriches our community, not deepens our
institution’s ties to militarization.

Alongside more than a thousand of our classmates, peers, faculty, staff, and community
members, we demand that UH take a stand for transparency, accountability, and integrity. We
urge the Board to recognize the significance of this moment, commit to a transparent review, and
reconsider the presence of UARC at our university in light of UH’s mission.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sonja Giardina, Mariko Quinn, Pearl Bachiller, Mahina Kaomea, Zoe Bashkin, Kawai Kapuni,
Wailea Tupou



Petition to President Lassner and the Board of Regents
in Opposition to UH Renewal of the UARC Contract

The University of Hawai‘i (UH) is on the brink of renewing a contract with the U.S Navy worth
over $140 million dollars. As students and community members, we are deeply concerned that
the content of this contract has not been made public. The Applied Research Laboratory (ARL)
was established in 2008, making UH the Navy’s fifth University Affiliated Research Center
(UARC) despite significant opposition. The ARL at UH is described as a “center of excellence”
for both Navy and national defense needs which conducts research, development, testing, and
evaluation to address problems. The contract between UH and the U.S. Navy has been renewed
twice and is currently up for its third renewal in 2024. Regardless of the research topic, the
Department of Defense has rights to the work conducted under the UARC contract and thus, can
use research findings however they see fit, including waging warfare. The lack of transparency
around this contract is disturbing, and thus, we strongly oppose its renewal.

The U.S. Military is responsible for a devastating legacy of environmental catastrophes and
humanitarian abuses in Hawai‘i such as the violent bombings of Kaho‘olawe, Ka‘ula, Makua
Valley, and Pohakuloa; the Kaptukaki/Red Hill water crisis, and the ongoing desecration of sacred
sites such as Mauna Kea, Haleakala, Mokapu, Keawaopu‘uloa and Nohili. The U.S. military’s
actions in Hawai‘i are directly linked to violence and exploitation globally, including the current
and ongoing U.S.-funded genocide in occupied Palestine. Militarization in any form is a direct
threat to all people everywhere.

Opposition to UARC at UH is longstanding and well documented, going back to 2005 when the
contract was first proposed. We are continuing this history in our opposition to the 2024 contract
renewal, which, for the first time, includes an option to extend the contract for 10 years instead
of the usual 5.

We ask President Lassner and the Board of Regents the following:

1. We ask that President Lassner recognize that signing a 10-year contract with the U.S. Navy
and Department of Defense should not be a decision he makes alone. We demand that UARC
contract renewal be placed on the Board of Regents' agenda for an upcoming meeting so that

stakeholders can give testimony and comment on the matter of contract renewal itself.

2. We demand that the Board of Regents hold multiple public comment meetings to allow for
extended community input hearing. These hearings would align with the procedure in 2006 in
which several public comment meetings were held to allow for broader input.



3. We understand that documents relating to UARC cannot be released to the public without the
Department of Defense changing the classification level. However, we assert that this does not
absolve UH of its responsibility to be transparent about research endeavors conducted at a public
university, particularly contracts relating to the U.S. Navy. We therefore demand that UH both
consent to the public disclosure of all documents relating to the UARC contract and pressure the
Navy to change the classification level of these documents, making public disclosure possible.

4. We demand that the University of Hawai‘i fulfill its kuleana to Kanaka ‘Oiwi and na po‘e o
Hawai‘i nei by refusing to renew the 2024 UARC Contract.
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Austin McClure
Autumn Green
Autumn Marcum
Autumn Ness

Ava Lessing-Caller
Ava Tithof

Avery Bowman
Azelia Feinstein

B. Tepp

Barbara Toles
Beatrice Divina
Berakyah Davis
Berry Zhang
Betancourth

Beth Anderson
Bianca Giordano
Bonniebrooke Bullock
Brandi Blair
Brandi Chun
Brandon Mulhorn
Brenda Castellanos
Brent Crozier
Brian Heithaus
Briana Burris
Brigitte Otto
Brittany Takushi
Brittney Hatch
Brock Cunningham
Brooke Avery
Brooke Bohnhoff
Brooklyn Canon
Bruce Mirken
Buffy Sainte-Marie
Cailin H

Caitlyn Yoshina-Nguyen, Honolulu Tenants Union
Calani Lagos

Cam Tu Nguyen
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Came Galvan
Cara Sawai
Carissa McGouran
Carmen Alvarado
Carole Rogers
Casey Combs
Cedar Wilson
Chance Misa
Chanel Akaka
Charlene Eldon
Charles Jonsson
Charlie Richter
Charlotte Burton
Charlotte Priester
Charlotte Weston
Chelsea Neves-Carr
Chelsea Rayl
Chelslynn Matagiolo
Chen Lu

Cherrie menard
Cheryl Militello
Cheryl Militello
China Mullan
Chris Kermiet
Chris Nerger
Christian Kalahiki
Christina Jacob
Christina Sanchez
Christine Kobayashi
Christy Brandon
CJ Louray

Claire Spencer
clara long

Conor Brodie
Courtney Hadama
Crystal Whitten
Daisy Sheehan
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Daisy sim

Dani St Arnault
Danielle Berlanga
Danny Hang

Danny Scarborough
Darcy Baker

Dasha Allyn

Dave Mulinix
David Olajos
Deanna Tacmo
Debra Vitola
Deeann Suzuki
Denise Carey
Destiny Joy Antonio
Devin Rylander
Devine Dinaso
Devony Miller
Dezireen Austin
Diana Cumming
Diane Ware
DivestTMT

Divya Jolly
Dougher

Dovnik

Durany Mohammed
E Ola Kakou Hawai’i a waiwai ole
Ebonay mason
Elizabeth Berger
Elizabeth Carivan
Elizabeth Fast
Elizabeth Kamalii McGann
Ellen Tourlousse
Ellie Chu
Emberlynn Hanson
Emily Benedict
Emily Gambino
Emily Shrider
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Emily Stekardis
Emily White

Emily Woodworth
Emma Dendler
Emma Duncan
Emma Mix

Emma Parker

Eric Schrager

Erik Brennan

Eva

Eve Abbo

Eyita Gaga

Faleono Maugaotega
Fiona Davis-Walsh
Frank DeGiacomo
Gabriela Maxwell
Gabrielle Servius-Harmois
Gary Mack

Gary Thaler
Genevieve De Rego
Genevieve Mumma
Genevieve Perez
Gina Huang

Glenn Choy
Gordon Peterson
Grace E

Gracie Regala
Greyson Getek
Grimaldo

Guy Taylor
Gwyneth thomas
Halima-Joy Elliston
Hannah

Harold Watson
Hasna Mohamed
heidi i

Heidi Lea
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Heidi Lissau

Helen Tree

Herrera

Hilde Holtbraten Kristiansen
Holly Arnau

Ian O'Brien

Ignazio Salvemini
Ikaikaonalani James
Ina Berger-Deyerl
Isabel Mejia
Isabella McRae
Isabella Quinata
Isabelle Little
Isabelle Yao

Issie Sired-Cook

Ivy Hsu Phoenix Dance Chamber

Jack Rollens

Jade Lebrock

Jade Rivera

Jade Tubilleja

Jade White

Jaden Chou

Jamie Klunder

Jana U

Janice Palma-Glennie
Jannelle Drummond
Jasmyn C

Jen Lamoureux
Jeneffer Hargis
Jeremy Toole

Jess Hawley
Jessalynn Miranda
Jessica Besecker
Jessica Dorantes
Jessica Haskin
Jessica Lopez

Jessica May
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Jessica Nakamura
Jessica Smith
Jesus Sanchez
Jewella K. Wilson
Jeyan Thirugnanam
Jibreel Huntington
Jill Shoemaker
Jim Albertini

Jim Albertini

JL Angell

John Bishop

john ibe

John Sauer

Joleen Sernadilla
Jonah Vertido
Jonathan Hall
Jordan Nakamura
Jorden Iniguez
Joshua Althouse
Journey Faircloth
Jovi Vick

Judith Emmett
Judith Grophear
Juli Johnstone
Julia Boling

Julia Paul

Junko Min

Justin Philipps
Kaede Uyeda
Kaiea Medeiros
Kaitlin Barker
Kami Yamamoto
Kane Kala
Kanoelani Patterson
Kara Kelai

Karen Gibbons
Karen McDougal
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Karissa Rowe
Karla

kasie bullock

Kate Goodrich
Kate Kane
Katelyn Gibson
Katherine Barcenez
Kathleen Brabenec
Kathryn Bradford
Kathryn Godbey
Katie Savann Kwan
Katie Stevens
Kawehi Ka’ahu
Kayla Coy

Kayla Fitzgerald
Kayla Rash
Kaylah

Kayley Choi
Kealani Makaiwi
Keira Kotar
Keisha Tanaka
Kelly A

Kelly Simioni
Kelsey Kessler
Kendyl Weber
Kenneth N. Hansen, Ph.D.
Kenzie Ozoa
Keona Blanks
Kerensa Higa
Kerstin Feldhaus
Kevin S. Coulor
Kia Kaiser

Kiana Kelai

Kiera Dixon

Kim Barosh
Kimberly Lau

Kira Babiarz
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Kj Wecker
Krista Simons
Kristen Baldwin
Kristen Navarro
Kristin Hamada
Kristina Moore
Kryslyn Rodrigues
Krystal Martinez
Kyara Kalili
Kyle Mendez

L Kalama
Lakshmi Vemuri
Latifah Vereen
Laura Florence
Laurel Ann Francis
laurel Brier
Laurel Kornfeld
Lauren Barclay
Laya Ali

Leilani Hardin
Leilea Satori
Lelaine

Lenae Mays
Leni Adams

Leo Nahe
Lesley Patton
Lilly Biddulf
Lilly Gross
Linda King
Lineth Rivera
Lita Bar

Liz Rees, World Can’t Wait
Lizzie Westcott
Lluvia Salas
Lorija Spirovska
Luca Morales

Luna O'Brien
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Lydia
Lydia-Carlie Tilus
M Sanchez
Ma’am, Hawai’i for Palestine
Mackenzie Morris
Madelyn Marvin
Madilynn Poole
Madison Cahill
Maegan Mole
Magdalyn Smith
Maggi Quinlan, Ph.D.
Maile Soon
Makayla Webb
Makenzie Matagi
Malaikah Raza
Manda Autobee
Manda Danvers
Manny Ambriz
Mantis Gagné
Mar-y-sol Pasquiers
Marcela Cee

Mari Muraoka
Maria DiCristina
Maria Karu

Maria M

Mariah Gleason
Mariam Faraj
Mariam Fawaz
Marion McHenry
Marisa Orland
Marisa Pangilinan
Marissa Foley
Mark Jakubowski
marne austin
Mary Drayer
Matthew Kappes

Max Preston
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Meagan Sandberg
Megan Fenwick
Megan Hamar
Megan Liu

Melissa Abrams
Melissa Schultz
Melveen Kaai
Mercy Palilio
Meredith Kaine
Meriel Meehan
Merlin Libent
Micah Curtis
Micah G.

micah mcdermott
Micah perez
Michai Murph
Michela Panini
Michelle Heath
Michio Kobayashi
Mickie McCartney
Mina Elison

Mirna Gongalves
Mishelle Carter
Moana Bullock
Molo Dyer

Monica Burt
Monica Denowh
Mose Oppenheimer
Moxie Mills

Nadia Ben-Youssef
Nadia Chester
Nadia Orshak

Nat Trainer

Natalie Star Mansfield
Natasha Lemi

Next Level Collaborations
Nick
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Nico K

Nicole Childs

Nicole Nagy

Nicole Ward

Nikhil Khurana

Nikki Cristobal, Kamawaelualani
Nina Bergold

Noel Shaw, Hui Aloha ‘Aina o Honolulu

Noelle Lindenmann
Nolani Sudah

Noor Alzamami

Nova Wood

Omar Kanash

Os Weikel

pamela Burrell

Patricia Blair

Patricia Blair

Peggy Hong, BDS in HI
Peter Phan

Peyton Beck
Pomaikaikealoha Nakoa
Precious Ramasilo
Priscilla Stuckey

Quinn Kulling

Rachel Lucine

Rachel Ludwig

Rachel Montenegro
Rachel Weinman

Raine Pacifico

Rakim Slaughter
Ramona Hernandez
Rayana Holder
Raymond Zahra
Rebecca Monge
Relocate Pu'uloa Range Coalition
Renata Thakurdyal

Rev. Kyle Lovett
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Rhea Sellitto
Richelle dietz
Robbie Ann Shimose
Robert H Pahia
Roberto Mejia
Robin Boyd

Robin Youngblood
Robynne Limoges
ronda hoxsie

Ronnie Inagaki
Rowen Yue

Ruth Luafau Meggs
Ryan Edwards

Ryan Reischl

Sable Ember
Sachiko Bower
Sadad Talhouni
Saige Recopuerto
Sam Loh

Samantha Chavez
Samantha Feder
Samantha Florentine
Samantha Freiberger
Samantha Stallworth
Samantha Winters
Samm Palmisano
Sandrina Lee
Sankofa Benzo
Sarah MclIntosh
Sarah Sullivan
Savannah Haga
Scian Hayes

Sean English
Sebastian Penate
Serena Allison
Shanea Barickman

Shawn Campbell
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Shayna Esteban
Shennelle Hunter
Shoen Scott

Si-Min Chong
Simone S

Siobhan Brown
Sophie Berman
Stacey Alapai
Starlette Santos
Steve Franke

Steve Petyerak
Steven Andrychowski
Sulara James
Summer Henderson
Summer Pagan
Sunnie kupahu
Susan McCorry
Susana Chin
Suzanna Bradley
Sven Sorge

Sybil Stevenson
Sydney Carrigan
Sydney Rappaport
Sylvie Rich

T Fortuin

Taezha Gonsalves
Talia Kedem

Tamar Bowsers
Tango, Honolulu Tenants Union
Tanya Yamanaka Aynessazian
Taran Trinnaman
Taryn Andazola
Tasman Mattox

Tela Hogle

Teresa Laguafa
Terrance Hutchinson
Tevita O. Ka‘ili
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Theresa Severson
Thomas phillips
Thurayya Kury

Tiana Ells

Tiffany McGouran
Tiffany Paolini

Tim Harlow

Tom DiGrazia

Tonya Carter

Traci Goldsby

Tracy lyman

Trevin Cooper
Trevor Shimaoka
Turi Kim

Uzma Khan

Valerie

Valerie Clack

Venus Gonsalves Henriques
Vex Balan¢

Vicki Fanucchi

Vikki Rutherford
Wailani Stoner
Wendy Arbeit
Wendy xiang

Yam Elkgal
Yekaterina Morozova
Yumna Mohammad Ishaq
Zariah Pico-Judson
Zo Falchion

Zoe Alexander, PhD
Zoe Bashkin, Jewish Voices for Peace Hawai’i (JVP)
Analiese Beeler
Thomas Robert

Sora Gallo

Ariana Chavez

Maria Vela

Simone Saldajeno
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Maile Tsui

Kai Malie Baker
Kennedy Waite
Keisha Tanaka
Kanoa Makanahele Ventura-Barreto
Ruben Espinoza
Kayla Leong
Rowan Johnson
May Niiya
Rima Miles
Brian Liu

Katherine Fryer
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