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As Chair of the External Advisory Board of the School of Cinematic Arts at UH Manoa, I submit this testimony with the utmost respect for your efforts to
address the needs of our students. Students in the School of Cinematic Arts (SCA), Hawaii's film school, chose UH Manoa as the place to learn and
experience all that the film program has to offer. A dedicated faculty, under the leadership of Dr. Christine Acham, Chair of SCA, have the knowledge and
expertise to know what is needed to give our film students the best education and experience for their future careers. Dr. Acham received her PhD at
USC, which is one of the best film schools in the country, later teaching and conducting research at the University of California, Davis and the USC film
school for many years before becoming the Chair of SCA. Soon after, Dr. Acham worked with the SCA faculty to organize an External Advisory Board,
populated by prominent screenwriters, filmmakers, directors, producers, film scholars, and the Dean of the USC film school, Dr. Elizabeth Daley. Dr.
Daley is the longest serving Dean at USC with 30 years of leadership in that position, and who has very strong connections to the film industry and film
programs across the country. Dr. Daley has provided Dr. Acham the needed information and dimensions (both horizonal as well as essential vertical
space) for a readily accessible, dedicated industry-standard sound stage at UH Manoa, which is essential for professional-level training as well as film
production for our SCA students. At present, there is no industry-standard sound stage in the UH system.

I respectively request that the BOR help obtain the necessary funding as well as the needed space for production facilities on the UH Manoa campus to
allow our dedicated film students at the School of Cinematic Arts at UH Manoa to get the best education the program can offer. The college experience is,
of course, not only what one learns through lectures, but the whole experience. SCA students engage in all aspects of filmmaking, and the availability and
opportunity for training in state-of-the-art facilities is not only essential, but provides tremendous hands-on experience applicable to future career pursuits
in the film and/or TV industry.
 
Linda Nichols
Chair, School of Cinematic Arts External Advisory Board
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Hello!! 

I understand you all are busy working towards making our campus a safer place to return to in the future, 
however, I'm reaching out to express my concern about the recent email I've received from the University of 
Hawaii News covering the "new state-of-the-art ACM facility" based in West Oahu. I'd greatly appreciate any 
time taken out of your schedules to read through this email and provide consolation to me and many 
others, which can hopefully allow us to return to a better program when Covid permits.



To formally introduce myself, my name is Amaya Reszka, and I'm an alumn from UH Manoa working, having 
received my BA in Animation and Studio Art. I worked in the SCA Media Center on campus in the basement 
of Sinclair Library, which exposed me to a world of new opportunities and connections that helped to fully 
submerge myself in the SCA community. During my time there, I've noticed disparate characteristics in how 
the SCA and Art departments function by what is offered to them through funding and access to materials, 
equipment, and locations, SCA being the lesser funded of the two, having no permanent building, lack of 
materials, opportunities, etc. A campus wide article that was sent out my second year of attendance about 
facilities and access to materials was misleading and unfair during the time. None of the equipment and 
space  advertised was easily accessible to students at our main campus at Manoa. This begs the question 
of who is going to be utilizing these materials and how will they become accessible to the students based 
here at the flagship campus, assuming many of the students don't have a reliable means of transportation 
and live on the opposite side of the island.

Despite what I've read in the misleading article, it's safe to say I had a more successful experience working 
under the art department; the environment was conducive to success post-grad, as I now hold a position in a 
related field through Smithsonian Institution. I would not have been able to succeed as I have from the 
environment and materials granted to me from SCA alone. From my observations, there are three prominent 
characteristics that the Art program (and many other programs) have that the SCA department is lacking: a 
fixed building location that minimizes lack of confusion on class/office locations, general access to 
resources and facilities, and a more secure community including more professors and opportunities that 
allow students to excel post-grad. The lack of these characteristics drastically set the SCA department at a 
disadvantage in comparison to mainland schools that already have the proper amount of funding, space, and 
materials, and are predisposed to the industry standard.

There are plenty of issues worth discussing regarding the issues of financial, technical, and community 
within the SCA program, however, I feel strongly, especially after two years of discussion in this matter, that 
the success of students in this particular field would benefit from first having appropriate facilities at the 
home campus.

Thank you for your time, 
--
Amaya Reszka
The University of Hawai'i at Manoa '22
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Dear Board of Regents,

As an animation alumna of the ACM/SCA department at UH Mãnoa, I am writing to advocate for the urgent 
need for dedicated facilities to support our growing program. Currently, we are constrained to just two lab 
classrooms, which often forces us to hold classes outdoors or use temporary rooms in other buildings with 
time limitations. This lack of a dedicated building means we miss out on valuable opportunities for hands-on 
learning and collaboration, highlighting the critical need for improved facilities to enhance our educational 
experience, and even add classes to the program.

Katrina Ceria
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A dedicated green screen room, similar to what I used at Leeward Community College, would greatly 
enhance our projects and save valuable time that is currently spent traveling for these resources. 
Additionally, a theater space for viewing parties, film festivals, and class events would foster a stronger 
community. A soundproof room for foley (sound) work and larger classrooms for hands-on projects could 
also be essential in enhancing the ACM department. As the ACM department continues to expand, the 
current setup forces us to adapt in ways that compromise the effectiveness and quality of our education.

In conclusion, a dedicated building for the ACM department would address our space limitations and 
support our continued growth and excellence. I urge you to consider this need in your upcoming discussions.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Katrina Ceria
kls99@hawaii.edu
Animation Class of 2023 
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Aloha Board of Regents,

I am Marcus Goh, a student at the School of Cinematic Arts. I am writing this testimonial to support the
building of facilities for the School of Cinematic Arts at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa.

Since joining the program in 2021, I have been struggling to keep myself relevant to the film industry due to
the lack of adequate facilities available to us students.

Hwang Hao Marcus Goh
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At my previous polytechnic institution, we had access to facilities, including a green screen studio equipped
with technologies for filming and understanding the process of 3D production, lighting setups for a green
screen backdrop, and tools for compositing subjects out of the green screen. We also had a movie preview
theater with a calibrated projector designed for film and a sound system that allowed us to critically evaluate
our audio mixing in a theater setting. These facilities were instrumental in helping my peers and me grasp
the concepts of movie-making and excel in our internships and entry-level jobs.

At UH Mānoa, my peers and I are deprived of these essential learning opportunities.   The film industry is
evolving rapidly, with advancements such as the shift to virtual production, the use of green screen/blue
screen technology, and the integration of AI. Without access to facilities to understand the foundational
technologies shaping the industry, we risk falling behind. We are struggling to compete with our peers from
universities like USC, UCLA, and NYU.

The faculty and staff at SCA do their best to equip us with the necessary skillsets and knowledge to succeed
in the ever-evolving film industry but they can only do so much with the limited non-film friendly facilities.
Professors like Lisette Flanary try to have their classes in the innovative classrooms available in UH Mānoa
(i.e. Sakamaki, Dean Hall) but they are not conducive for a film class as light leaks through and films get
washed out, defeating the purpose of watching a film that would be color graded. The projectors are also not
fitted with calibrated speakers so films that are mixed sound terrible.

The lack of facilities also do no justice to the state-of-the-art equipment that we have. The Sony FX7 camera
that we have available to us is Netflix-approved but we constantly struggle to have a space where we can
fully utilize the camera, often having our classes in a black box (i.e. Earle Ernst Lab). This defeats the
purpose of having a powerful camera. Students are also unable to fully appreciate the complexities of
lighting a scene in a black box. In a well-equipped studio, coupled with the industry-standard lighting
equipment we have, we can observe the results of a properly lit scene, allowing us to understand the
nuances and impact of lighting on the overall visual composition.

While I understand that it is a tall order to give the students all the necessary facilities in a short amount of
time, I sincerely hope that it remains in the University’s long-term plans to build these facilities (and hire the
staff and faculty needed to maintain and teach us how to make use of these facilities) for the student
population.

Some facilities that the University could possibly invest in to ensure that us students remain relevant and
future-ready, are as follows:

1. Professional Soundstage with the ability to operate larger motion devices such as a jib.
2. Virtual Production Studio/Green Screen Studio fitted with LED walls and motion capture technologies.
3. Screening Theater fitted with state-of-the-art projection and sound systems. This is also important as it

would be able to showcase student work and hosting industry screenings and events.
4. Collaborative Workspaces for group projects and team collaboration with access to modern

presentation tools.

Investing in new facilities for the School of Cinematic Arts at UH Mānoa is crucial for providing us with the
hands-on experience and practical skills necessary to thrive in the ever-changing film industry. 

Thank you for considering this important step to enhance our future career prospects. I am happy to take
any questions you may have after the meeting about my experience here at the School of Cinematic Arts at
UH Mānoa. 

Respectfully,
Marcus Goh
gohhhm@hawaii.edu

mailto:gohhhm@hawaii.edu
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Providing the School of Cinematic Arts (SCA) at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa with an

expansion of facilities or dedicated space is crucial to facilitating the education and growth of the

students within an incredibly fast growing department. As demonstrated in the countless other

department buildings on our Mānoa campus, dedicated spaces not only expand the resources and

opportunities for learning in classes but also foster a sense of community.

As an incoming sophomore majoring in Cinematic Arts, I have already experienced what it is

like to take classes in general education subjects in comparison to my major. Every general

education class was located in its dedicated department space. More often than not, this made

finding resources for help and student interaction much easier than it has been in my SCA related

classes.

Cinematic Arts is a multifaceted department that ideally requires much more resources than it

currently has. The major itself covers not only the general subject of cinematic arts but also

digital film and animation, which are already complex on their own. Oftentimes while working

on projects, we had to scramble and create makeshift setups in our limited space. While we still

completed our projects huddled in separate corners of a crowded room or standing out in the hot

afternoon sun in the only open space available to us, the conditions were certainly less than ideal.

These limitations could be counteracted with the addition of non-computer spaces, spaces to

experiment with different kinds of film and animation, and student interaction spaces.

While the two animation rooms in Crawford Hall are an improvement, it is important to continue

the progress of the department rather than stifling it in limited space. I believe it is crucial to

expand the facilities provided to SCA. Cinematic Arts is founded in creativity which is fostered

best in the right environments.
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Aloha,

My name is Nanea Ah You, and I am a current student at the University of Hawai’i at Mānoa working 
towards my BA in Cinematic Arts and Hawaiian Studies. This is my testimony in regards to the urgent need 
for a dedicated facility for the ACM/SCA department.

Despite spending just two years here, I have encountered several concerning issues within the ACM/SCA 
department. The absence of a permanent building has led to significant confusion regarding class and office 
locations, which I have personally experienced. The mold-infested and fire-hazardous spaces have 
compromised both the film equipment and the health of students and faculty. Furthermore, the lack of 

Nanea Ah You
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resources and facilities severely limits opportunities for students to excel beyond their undergraduate 
degrees. We are disheartened to work and pay for an education in such disadvantaged spaces–or a lack 
thereof–which pale in comparison to institutions on the continent equipped with adequate funding, space, 
and materials to meet industry standards. Frankly, this neglect is disrespectful to my prospective peers and 
our talented teachers who all have invested their precious time and resources into a department that has 
been overlooked for too long.

Many more issues need to be addressed concerning the financial, technical, and general support of the 
ACM/SCA program. However, it is long overdue for our talented professors and future digital creatives to 
have access to a dedicated media facility, or at the very least, to gain utilization of the West O'ahu facility. I 
hope to see a change in the near future, ensuring that my fellow students and I have the best possible 
opportunities to flourish.

Mahalo nui for your time and consideration.

E mālama pono,
Nanea Ah You
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Dear Board of Regents,

My name is Dillon Valenzuela, a recent graduate from University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. I am

writing in support of expanding the School of Cinematic Arts Animation Program. My time

studying at UH Manoa helped me realize that I was much more than an animator, I am a

storyteller. From learning the fundamentals of animation, to experimenting with a variety of

animation styles, to writing my first award winning screenplay, creating my first animated short

film, and showcasing it at the Hawai‘i International Film festival, UH Manoa pushed me out of

my comfort zone. It has given me opportunities that I never thought were possible living on a

small island. While I exceeded expectations, I would say that I was incredibly lucky to have

found my passion despite the limitations of our animation program.

When I look back on my time at UH Manoa, I realize that the majority of campus experience

was by myself. I sketched storyboards and animatics alone in my dorm. I sacrificed my dinners

to take advantage of the computer lab hours. I rendered my animations on the lab computers,

using up every evening hour possible, always being the last one to leave. Compared to my

roommates, who got to chill in lounges and build close friendships with their classmates, I didn’t

get those experiences that are fundamental to a university education. Creating a facility dedicated

to the animation program would create a more engaging and fulfilling learning environment for

future students.

Our animation program is supposed to teach students about the production pipeline, to see if they

can handle possibly working in a studio. Our campus simply does not hold the space for our

animators to do that. As I stated before, the animation program in my experience was fairly

isolating. We need a space where students can confidently experiment, try new techniques, break

boundaries, and push through the hard work to produce fully realized films. And with the amount

of resources we have right now that doesn’t happen as often as it should.

We need facilities and spaces that our dedicated professors can train our aspiring filmmakers to

prepare them for their careers after graduation. We’ve had the privilege of having animation

speakers come to our campus to speak about possible future careers in animation, but when it



comes to actually applying to these opportunities, our program falls short. Compared to other

animation programs in the mainland, our program does not provide the tools to build a

career-ready portfolio.

One thing I always heard growing up here was “how do we keep people in Hawai‘i?” The simple

answer is to provide the resources and opportunities to do so. Technology is advancing so fast

which explains why the School of Cinematic Arts is the fastest growing department. And the

animation industry has evolved so much from the time I realized I wanted to pursue animation to

the time I graduated from UH Manoa. Our animation program needs to evolve with the industry

in order to keep up with other mainland colleges. I truly believe that the School of Cinematic

Arts has the potential to create the next generation of storytellers. Hawai‘i has so many voices

that need to be heard, we just need the platform to amplify them.

Mahalo for taking the time to read this testimonial,

Sincerely,

Dillon Valenzuela
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIʻI BOARD OF REGENTS

REGARDING IS - IV.E. UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIʻI AT MĀNOA

ACADEMY FOR CREATIVE MEDIA/SCHOOL OF CINEMATIC ARTS

July 30, 2024

IN SUPPORT

Aloha Board of Regents,

My name is Jewel Racasa and I am an alumnus of the School

of Cinematic Arts (SCA), formerly known as the Academy for

Creative Media (ACM). Having been in the program from 2018 to

2022, I have experienced the rapidly growing department within

the College of Arts and Humanities at the University of Hawaiʻi

at Mānoa. I cherish the knowledge and time I’ve spent within the

program, but I will not deny that it is limited in terms of what

can be taught due to resources and abilities due to space.

From a computer lab in Keller Hall to the computer lab in

Sinclair Library’s basement to classrooms and offices in

Crawford’s second floor, we hopped from classroom to classroom

spread all across campus. SCA students never had a consistent

learning space to call their own and lacked the space to carry

out their assignments or projects. While SCA faculty does an

amazing job of utilizing the limited spaces provided to teach

their students what they need to succeed in their careers, they

have needed to go above and beyond to create these

homebrewed/make-do setups or even resort to teaching outdoors.

Without a proper green screen room to learn visual effects,

we crammed into the hall outside the classroom of the Sinclair

Library basement with a folded, portable green screen against

one wall with students crammed in between giant lightboxes and

light diffusers along another wall. Without a proper sound

studio, students have made do with recording in their own



homes/dorms/living spaces in a closet or under a blanket or any

soundproof area they can make or have, even resorting to having

to travel to Honolulu Community College’s or paying other audio

engineering studios to borrow their space and equipment to

record. For animation classes, I’ve seen students build sets,

props, and makeshift light boxes in their homes/dorms to do

their stop-motion and traditional animation projects simply

because the classrooms didn’t have enough room due to lack of

space and safety since it is full of computers and lab

equipment. Overall, due to a lack of space, we were unable to

properly learn how these applications would be done in real

professional settings in our careers.

With a dedicated building for the School of Cinematic Arts,

faculty can focus more on teaching students real professional

techniques instead of spending time looking/reserving/planning

for spaces where students can practice applying their new

knowledge. With a dedicated space, students who cannot afford or

have the space to bring/build their projects in their

homes/dorms will no longer need to worry about how they’ll get

their assignments done. With proper non-computer lab classrooms,

students will have the space to learn new subjects that require

a lot of space, like green screening, motion capture animation,

stop motion, projection/experimental animation, and more.

Students could even use those rooms as film sets or spaces for

animators to shoot reference footage. With bigger spaces, SCA

can host more and bigger workshops, invite more guest speakers,

and even have more screenings and events like the SCA Awards

instead of having to reserve the Art Auditorium each time.

During my time with the School of Cinematic Arts, I

understood quickly that the classes available and what could be

taught were limited to what the faculty could do with the space

they had, but in turn, by the time I graduated, I was left



lacking in certain subjects, applications, and experiences,

wishing SCA had the resources and facilities needed to fill in

those gaps. The School of Cinematic Arts (SCA) has exceptional

faculty dedicated to nurturing and guiding students toward

successful careers. It is disheartening to hear about instances

where individuals have had negative experiences due to

challenges in mastering certain topics without recognizing that

such difficulties often stem from inadequate resources for

teaching rather than any shortcomings of the faculty. As one of

the fastest growing departments within the College of Arts and

Humanities at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa in terms of

students, the department itself must grow with it to accommodate

the needs of the students and faculty to ensure successful

graduates equipped with the knowledge and abilities to be able

to work in professional industries.

Your consideration of these matters and solutions is very much

appreciated.

Mahalo,

Jewel Racasa
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Anne Di Martino
di7@hawaii.edu
(808)379-5031

July 29th, 2024

Members of the Board of Regents
University of Hawaii at Manoa

Dear Members of the Board of Regents,

I write to you today in strong support of the School of Cinematic Arts (SCA) at the University of Hawaii
at Manoa. As a student, I have witnessed firsthand the remarkable growth and potential of our cinematic
arts program.

Historically, SCA has faced challenges with classes scattered across the campus without a centralized
hub. However, we have recently made strides with our two animation rooms now located together in one
building. Despite this progress, it is apparent that many students in the program have voiced concerns
about the lack of adequate facilities and resources on campus for their creative projects.

The current animation labs, due to limited space and resources, are hardly recognized by students, and
much of the production work is conducted off-campus. This situation underscores the urgent need for a
refurbished and dedicated space where animation and live action projects can be created using
professional-grade resources, akin to the exemplary labs at West Oahu’s campus.

Faculty members are doing commendable work with the limited space available, often resorting to
holding classes outdoors or conducting creative projects in cramped office spaces. While their
resourcefulness is admirable, it is not sustainable or conducive to providing the high-quality education
students deserve.

It is imperative that we secure a dedicated building where students can gather to bond, work together, and
have access to necessary equipment for their creative endeavors. For instance, for our animation program,
a workshop or maker space would be transformative, allowing students to build sets, create props, and
practice life drawing in a non-digital environment. Additionally, a dedicated stop-motion room equipped
with camera stands, computers, lights, and tabletop citations would further enrich our education.

Furthermore, creating dedicated spaces for filming and expanding classroom availability would alleviate
scheduling constraints, allowing more students to enroll in essential introductory courses. Currently,
limited space often forces students to wait or miss out on foundational classes, hindering their academic
progress.

Beyond infrastructure, fostering a conducive environment for collaboration is essential. A centralized
creative media space would facilitate networking among students, enhancing their ability to collaborate
on projects and explore interdisciplinary opportunities. The essence of creative media lies in these
connections, which are currently hindered by our department's fragmented infrastructure.

In conclusion, I urge the Board of Regents to consider the transformative impact of investing in a
dedicated building for the School of Cinematic Arts. Such an investment not only supports academic
growth but also enhances the University of Hawaii at Moanoa’s reputation as a leader in creative
education.

mailto:di7@hawaii.edu


Thank you for considering my testimony in support of this initiative. I am confident that with your
support, the University can provide its students with the facilities and resources it needs to thrive in the
dynamic field of cinematic arts.

Sincerely,

Anne Di Martino
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Board of Regents,

Aloha, I am Skip Adams a 2019 graduate of the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa’s School of Cinematic Arts. 
This testimonial is in response to the Board of Regents’ inquiry into allocation of material resources by the 
UH system as it specifically relates to the School of Cinematic Arts. 

First, a little background on myself, I am not the normal graduate of the program. I had a 27-year career 
within the United States Army culminating in my retirement as a Colonel and senior planner for the U.S. Army 
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Pacific.  In addition to the bachelor’s degree I received from UH; I also have a Bachelor of Science degree and 
two Masters of Science degrees. 

As a former senior military officer, I dealt with a lot of strategic resource planning for various theaters of 
operation. Planning at that level ensures the proper allocation of resources to your most critical programs to 
ensure the organization achieves its desired goal. This is where the University has failed the School of 
Cinematic Arts program. If the Mānoa Campus serves as the flagship within the system why would $37 
million dollars be sent to West ʻOahu for the construction of a facility critically required at Mānoa!  If the 
University desires to draw new students, then its programs need to be competitive by providing students with 
the appropriate skill sets. How does the University accomplish this when it allocates a vital asset to reach 
that goal to a regional campus. Would this happen within the University of California system?

The University can develop a phenomenal Cinematic Arts program especially with Christine Acham as the 
Chair. However, this is not achievable when resources are not allocated to the program and diverted 
wastefully to a non-competitive location. I am reminded of the quote, “If everyone is moving forward 
together, then success takes care of itself.”

Sincerely,

Skip Adams
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To whom it may concern,

My name is David Kamaʻehu Murray, and I am a writing to provide my perspective as a recent 
graduate of the University of Hawaii at Mānoa’s School of Cinematic Arts program.

While I am ultimately satisfied with the quality of my education as an academic interested 
primarily in Film Studies and Screenwriting, I couldn’t help but feel that, despite the dedication of the 
department’s leadership, the program felt under-equipped to provide the same level of quality to my 
cohorts specializing in film production. As a former student employee of the Production Center, I also 
saw firsthand how many productions would struggle and compromise when it came to learning 
foundational production skills, and that a number of these struggles were rooted in the absence of 
logistical and technological support. Specifically, there was a lack of controlled spaces where students 
could practice and film in. This meant that many students had to make do shared work spaces, 
unsecured sets, and impromptu meeting locations.

To my understanding, many of these issues would’ve been more navigable if they had easy 
access to resources comparable to those found at the West Oahu campus. But for many, simply going to
West Oahu to use their state-of-the-art facilities just isn’t a solution. 

Personally, I am ecstatic that those who call the West Oahu campus home have access to the 
facilities that they do. The cinematic language is perhaps the most effective way to capture hearts and 
minds in a global, multi-cultural context, on top of already being a breathtaking art-form. By giving 
students the ability to work with industry-standard equipment and spaces, we are equipping our local 
ʻOhana with the skills necessary to not only to thrive in the film industry, but to bring the voice of our 
homeland to the global stage and to foster a local cinematic community.

However, to those who call the Mānoa campus home, those resources may as well be on the 
mainland.

 For some, like myself, the commute to Mānoa is already a time-intensive task, roughly an hour 
and a half each way via public transportation. Commuting to West Oahu would be worse, sacrificing 
nearly four hours a day to simply get to and from campus. On top of that, many Mānoa SCA students 
are already balancing their film work with their general education obligations and/or professional 
commitments necessary to afford their tuition, on top of living expenses. 

Transferring campuses, for these same reasons, is equally as impractical. It would force an 
ultimatum upon many perspective film students: pursue their passion at a campus that does not work 
for their living conditions, or compromise the quality of their education at a campus that does fulfill 
their needs.

It is for these reasons that I humbly suggest that the Board of Regents consider providing the 
School of Cinematic Arts at UHM the support they need to provide students the best possible education
they can.

Thank you,

- David Kamaʻehu Murray
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July 28th, 2024

To The University of Hawaii Board of Regents,

My name is Brittney Kruzel and I am a UH Mānoa and School of Cinematic Arts Alumni. I am
writing to express my support to have a cohesive, singular facility for the School of Cinematic
Arts. During my time at UH, I had to walk to various random buildings around campus for our
SCA classes, and because of this I felt a lack of community and strength in our major. It was
also suggested that SCA students bus to West O’ahu facilities. This would have been
impossible for me due to the fact that I was also in the Shidler School of Business and would
have needed to be on the UH Mānoa campus for my business classes as well as my cinema
classes. The commute to West O’ahu would have been an extremely long commute time as
well, considering traffic. That is unfair to our major as other students at UH do not have to
commute to the west side and have facilities on the main campus. All the other art departments
have buildings on campus.

It is important to have a strong facility for SCA with the correct equipment and tools to see our
students thrive. We have no sound stage and we share spaces with the Theatre Department. I
have seen how crucial it is to have impressive facilities during my time working for the TV show
NCIS: Hawai’i. It is important for local and Native Hawaiian students to have resources to make
films that have accurate representation of Hawai’i.

Please consider that in order for our major to continue to grow and thrive, a strong facility is
crucial. I believe this would be a huge next step for our program. I want to be able to
recommend the program to others. We are definitely getting there and this action would
drastically improve our entire program. I am a proud alumni and I am thankful to have got my
connections at SCA that led me to working on a TV show and also a movie with Chris Evans
and Dwyane “The Rock” Johnson immediately after graduation. A facility will draw more people
to our program and continue to lead students to their destiny in the film industry.

Mahalo,

Brittney Kruzel
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To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
My name is Richard Aiwohi-Kim, and I am a recent graduate of UH Mānoa with a bachelor’s 
degree in studio art & digital cinema. I am writing in support of the need for facilities for SCA. 
Having been through the program and worked with the department, I strongly believe that there 
is a necessity to establish facilities that can support SCAʻs productions on campus. Having on-
campus soundstages would be a valuable resource, as it would help save resources and budgets 
for our student productions. For instance, during a student capstone production called Stitches, 
we faced difficulties because we needed a soundstage to film certain scenes. Unfortunately, the 
lack of adequate facilities on campus compelled us to rent a soundstage off-campus, which 
significantly impacted our budget. Additionally, having support for studio facilities on campus 
could potentially pave the way for a graduate program or an MFA in digital cinema & animation. 
This is particularly important as it would allow students to pursue advanced degrees here in 
Hawaiʻi rather than having to travel to the mainland. Moreover, a master’s program that 
emphasizes indigenous storytelling could contribute to uniting the film industry and the local 
community. 
This program has greatly enhanced my mental well-being and social connections, as I've had the 
opportunity to collaborate with lifelong friends, classmates, and mentors. Furthermore, I've been 
involved in nearly a dozen student productions for short films, spanning across various genres 
such as drama, horror, LGBTQ+, comedy, thrillers, and experimental indigenous films. Each 
year, our program hosts an end-of-year screening where students showcase their remarkable 
short films, leaving a lasting impact on the audience. I believe that providing adequate studio 
support for the program is essential to meet the educational needs of the students and equip them 
with the resources to nurture and express their creative storytelling, which will ultimately enrich 
the community here in Hawaiʻi and provide moral and academic support to the University. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Richard Aiwohi-Kim 
UH Mānoa Alumni 
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My SCA Testimony

Aloha,

As a student of SCA, I enjoy having the opportunity to hone and put my creativity to the

test, as well as getting to know many of the staff, students, and other contributing members of the

department. As time goes on I notice many new faces that join along the way. As the SCA’s

population continues to grow, I also find that we are beginning to run out of space. Personally, I

love to learn about animation and many of the various techniques that come with it. However, I

find it a bit more strenuous to just sit in front of a computer all day long, semester after semester.

There are many complex aspects of animation, but there’s one important piece of

information that I picked up on. One of the best ways animators such as myself can improve is

by expanding our environment. For example with stop motion, it would be more efficient to have

a larger room with equipment ready for use rather than just carrying objects from one building to

another, because what if the weather conditions were not ideal on that day? Next thing you know,

electronics get damaged and the recording session is set back. My point is that while the building

we have is good for general classroom controlled learning, the reality of animators and

filmmakers is that they don’t stick to one type of environment for learning. So I believe the

department should not just be limited to the small computer labs in face of the growing SCA

department population as well as reflect animation and film studios all over the world for

students such as myself in preparation for what the field will be like in a professional

environment.

Mahalo!
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Aloha, 

My name is Jericho Dayap, I am writing as a recent UH Manoa graduate from the School 

of Cinematic Arts in favor of granting more educational spaces for my fellow SCA students. 

During my time with SCA, my professors have continually strived to provide an engaging 

learning experience for their students. Often, in my studio classes such as Intro to 2D Animation 

and Experimental Animation, we have had to utilize two different classrooms from two different 

buildings. This ends up cutting our class time from 10-15 minutes as we must pack our stuff and 

move from one classroom to another to continue with our lessons with adequate space. My 

classmates and I found ourselves spending a lot of time in the ART building despite our majors 

being totally different, and the supplies in that building don’t always meet the needs of our 

lessons. I advocate for the School of Cinematic Arts department to be given a proper 

space/building dedicated for its students to meet, collaborate, and work on film projects. Rooms 

dedicated to the following would enhance student projects and quality of education: 

• Green screen room 

• Stop Motion room with camera stands and adequate lighting 

• Non-computer space that allows students to collaborate and create 

During my time at SCA, my classmates and I have had to utilize small computer/office 

spaces to complete our projects and assignments. Having the listed additions for SCA in a 

dedicated building would prove to be a big benefit to students and professors.  

 

Mahalo for your time, 

Jericho Dayap  
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Aloha kākou,

My name is Latisha Robinson, I am an alumni of the ACM at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. I am writing 
this email in regards to the news I've read about the new facilities at UH West ʻOahu. I am happy 
to see how the SCA (formerly ACM) is growing and continues to provide amazing opportunities for its 
students. However, I must say that this news is disheartening.

I have worked at the ACM media center on the Mānoa campus from 2016-2020. As the lead media center 
worker, I was left to manage the media center for a semester without a director (supervisor) in a mold-
infested building that has compromised equipment and the health of students. It baffles and disturbs me 
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how little support and consideration the SCA at Mānoa has received while $37 million is being sent to West 
ʻOahu. It saddens me to say that this department has been neglected, and overlooked for years.

It's encouraging to see the new space dedicated to the media center in the Sinclair Library. It provides a 
clean, safe space for students, faculty, and equipment to flow in and out of. However, it scratches the surface 
of what the program at Mānoa needs to provide students with the confidence to work in the "real 
world". It lacks industry-standard space, software, and curriculum necessary for students to gain proper 
(hands-on) experience. In addition, as an ever-changing and competitive field, software and facilities will 
need to be streamlined.

While some may argue that the students at Mānoa will have access to the West ʻOahu's facilities, it 
is absurd to assume students with a full course load (and work) will be able to transport to Kapolei. As a 
driver, I can attest to how unreasonable this is with the soaring costs of gas and parking alone. I can't begin 
to imagine taking a bus or any other means of transportation with the busy schedule of a college student.

With the current leadership at Mānoa's SCA, I have witnessed a newly found spark of determination and 
zeal to elevate the program and its students. As THE film school of the SCA system and the UH flagship 
campus, I hope you will consider allocating the proper funds needed to advance the department here at 
Mānoa.
Mahalo nui for your time.

E mālama pono,
Latisha Robinson
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2550 Campus Road, Crawford Hall, Room 210     Honolulu, Hawai’i 96822 
Telephone: (808) 956-5660     Fax: (808) 956-6662 

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution 

The	School	of	Cinematic	Arts	
College	of	Arts,	Languages	&	Letters	

To:	 Gabriel	Lee,	Chair,	Board	of	Regents	
Lauren	Akitake,	Chair,	Committee	on	Institutional	Success	
and	Members	of	the	BOR	Committee	on	Institutional	Success	

From:	 Christine	Acham,	Chair,	School	of	Cinematic	Arts,	University	of	Hawai’i	at	Mānoa		

Date:	 August	1st	2024	

Subject:	 Agenda	Item	IV.E.	University	of	Hawai’i	at	Mānoa,	School	of	Cinematic	Arts	Update	

My	name	is	Christine	Acham	and	I	am	the	Chair	of	the	School	of	Cinematic	Arts	at	UH	Mānoa	(SCA).		I	
wanted	to	express	my	gratitude	to	members	of	the	Committee	on	Institutional	Success	for	requesting	a	
plan	for	facilities	for	SCA	and	for	supporting	the	success	of	this	exciting	and	growing	School.	

With	the	support	of	the	faculty,	staff	and	an	advisory	board	of	industry	and	educational	film	specialists,		
SCA	has	become	the	fastest	growing	major	in	the	College	of	Arts,	Languages	&	Letters	(CALL)	and	in	the	
top	ten	in	terms	of	enrollment	in	undergraduate	departments	across	UH	Mānoa.		In	AY	2017-2018	SCA	
enrolled	155	majors	and	in	the	most	recent	data	available	2022-2023	the	school	enrolled	338—doubling	
the	number	of	students	in	five	years	and	making	the	department	the	largest	undergraduate	department	
at	CALL.		SCA	is	also	currently	developing	an	MFA	program	in	film	production.		We	are	consistently	
working	to	make	SCA	better	for	the	students	of	Hawai’i.	

The	goals	of	SCA,	align	with	that	of	the	University	of	Hawai’i	system’s	major	imperatives	as	stated	in	
their	strategic	plan		(2023-2029).			

• Fulaill	kuleana	to	Native	Hawaiians	and	Hawai’i
• Meet	Hawai’i’s	workforce	needs	of	today	and	tomorrow
• Develop	successful	students	for	a	better	future
• Diversify	Hawai’i’s	economy	through	UH	innovation	and	research.

I	have	included	graphs	which	shows	some	of	the	key	statistics	on	SCA	including	our	average	time	to	
degree,	degrees	granted	and	the	number	of	local	students	that	our	department	serves.	SCA	can	more	
readily	meet	Hawai’i’s	workforce	needs	of	today	and	tomorrow	and	diversify	Hawai’i’s	economy	by	
increasing	the	number	of	qualified	students	who	can	work	in	the	film	industry	here	in	Hawai’i	as	well	as	
in	many	local	businesses	that	require	students	with	the	skills	in	film	and	animation	production.		

According	to	the	latest	report	by	Creative	Industries	(2023),	a	sector	of	the	State	of	Hawai’i,	Department	
of		Business,	Economic	Development	&	Tourism	(DEBEDT),		“Only	one	creative	industry	group,	film,	TV	
video	production	and	distribution,	registered	as	high	performing	base-growth	and	emerging	industries	
for	the	2012-2022	period.”	The	report	also	suggests	that	“2024	is	forecast	to	reach	the	$400	million	
metric.	To	move	beyond	this	level,	the	government	and	private	sector	must	develop	purpose-built	
soundstages,	retrofit	available	spaces,	and	formalize	a	framework	for	curriculum-to-career	job	
placement.”	Developing	facilities	for	SCA	will	support	the	goals	of	Creative	Industries,	the	State		and	
begin	to	establish	the	framework	for	curriculum-to	career	job	placement.	



 

 

Over	the	past	two	years	the	university	has	assigned	two	computer	lab	spaces	to	SCA	which	we	have	
developed	into	animation	and	post	production	editing	labs.		We	will	also	receive	two	new	office	spaces	in	
late	August.		While	we	appreciate	the	efforts	to	help	with	SCA’s	space	concerns,	our	needs	are	many,	
there	are	still	faculty	without	offices	and	our	placement	at	sites	across	the	campus,	that	are	not	designed	
for	film	production	has	made	it	challenging	to	properly	prepare	our	students	for	the	professional	
industry.		It	has	been	suggested	that	SCA	use	the	facilities	at	UH	West	Oahu,	as	I	have	discussed	with	the	
UH	administration,	this	is	not	feasible	due	to	the	time	it	would	take	our	students	to	commute	to	and	from	
West	Oahu.		Along	with	their	cinema	classes,	SCA	students	take	a	range	of	General	Education	classes	and	
some	are	double	majors.		Many	also	have	jobs	on	the	Mānoa	campus	or	in	town.	Students	may	have	
between	10	minutes	to	an	hour	between	some	of	their	classes,	certainly	not	enough	time	to	commute	to	
West	Oahu	or	get	back	when	they	have	another	class	that	meets	on	the	same	day.	
	
The	ideal	outcome	of	the	BOR’s	exploration	into	a	plan	for	the	film	school	is	an	industry	standard	
building	dedicated	to	all	aspects	of	film	and	animation	production	education.		I	have	attached	a	
rendering	that	describes	a	vision	for	a		Mānoa	Village	and	Cinematic	Arts	Educational	and	Community	
Center.		Please	keep	in	mind	that	this	is	a	vision	and	not	a	proposal	for	this	exact	complex.	I	attach	this	to	
illustrate	facilities	needed	for	the	film	school	as	well	as	how	a	film	school	can	be	incorporated	into	the	
overall	needs	of	UH.		This	complex	includes	space	for	faculty	and	student	housing,	a	movie	theatre	and	
spaces	for	community	engagement.		At	this	time	UH	Mānoa	has	no	proper	theater	to	hold	film	screenings	
and	the	UH	system	has	no	soundstage	that	is	industry	standard.		A	complex	such	as	this	could	be	located	
on	the	15	acres	of	space	at	the	corner	of	Dole	and	University.	I	have	attached	a	letter	from	Elizabeth	
Daley,	Dean	of	the	School	of	Cinematic	Arts	at	the	University	of	Southern	California,	considered	one	of	
the	top	film	schools	in	the	country.		Dean	Daley	is	a	member	of	the	SCA	advisory	board.		In	her	letter	she	
explains	the	importance	of	industry	standard	spaces	in	the	education	of	students	who	hope	to	enter	the	
industry,	specifically	referencing	sound	stages.		
	
I	am	well	aware	of	the	funds	a	project	like	this	would	require.		But	Hawai’i’s	students	should	not	have	to	
lower	their	expectations	or	receive	a	lesser	film	education	because	they	attend	UH	Mānoa.	There	is	
incredible	potential	here	that	can	be	nurtured.		If	the	UH	system	seeks	to	develop	industry	ready	and	
competitive	students,	who	can	build	Hawai’i’s	workforce	while	diversifying	the	state’s	economy,	
providing	industry	standard	facilities	is	essential	for	the	success	of	SCA’s	students.	SCA	should	be	a	part	
of	the	continuing	conversation	about	film	facilities	needed	for	the	Manoa	campus	and	I	ask	that	this	topic	
remain	on	the	agenda	of	the	Committee	for	Institutional	Success	as	a	plan	is	developed.			
	
Attachments:	

• SCA	Statistics	
• Mānoa	Village	and	Cinematic	Arts	Educational	and	Community	Center	(Vision	Renderings)	
• Letter	from	Elizabeth	Daley,	Dean,	University	of	Southern	California’s	School	of	Cinematic	Arts	
• Soundstage	Design	Guidelines:	Provided	by	Head	of	Creative	Technologies,	USC	School	of	

Cinematic	Arts.	
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         Mānoa Village and Cinematic Arts 
Educational and Community Centre



Collaboration lies at the heart of the arts, yet often students are siloed off in their individual departments or campuses.  Bringing 
students together from all of the different areas of the art world into one housing complex immediately increases opportunities for 
students to come together share and support each other’s ideas and create the art that will fuel the local Hawai’i  creative communities 
and industries for the future. 

The Mānoa Village and Cinematic Arts Centre, will be a hub for the arts at the University of Hawai’i at Mānoa, connecting housing for 
students across the University of Hawai’i  system who are involved or interested in the arts: cinematic arts, theatre, studio art, art history, 
music, and graphic arts with faculty housing and a state of the art cinematic arts educational and community centre.  



Student and Faculty Housing

Student housing in this arts building in Mānoa Village will 
consist of modern rooms/small suites designed with the 
university’s needs in mind, the highlight are the work and 
collaboration spaces--performance and art studios, 
conference rooms and computer labs that will be 
constructed within this dormitory to propel art students into 
their careers.  In many of the arts departments on the 
University of Hawai’i  campuses, students collaborate on 
their projects, primarily during their classes. These 
collaborative spaces located in this dormitory will increase 
students’ time to work with each other during the evening or 
on weekends and allow for cross collaborations across the 
UH campuses.  This additional time for preparation and 
collaboration, will be reflected in the quality of the 
productions and further their artistic endeavours, as they 
enter the work force in Hawai’i . 

Faculty housing as part of this complex provides the opportunity for further student and faculty engagement. Faculty housing will also 
include four apartments that are dedicated for visiting artists. These artists can be brought in either for workshops, lectures, short visits or 
for an entire semester. Hawai’i  housing is very expensive so it is difficult to attract world-class artists to the island with the stipends or 
lecturer salaries that UH can offer. These apartments will allow art departments to be able to host visiting artists increasing the 
opportunities for our students to get exposure and training from mainland and international artists.  

All buildings in the complex will be designed to be eco-friendly, using solar panels and water efficient facilities.



Cinematic Arts Educational and Community Centre

While the Art, Theatre and Dance and Music Departments all have facilities for their students, at UH Mānoa, Cinematic Arts does not. The 
university administration has sought to find space for this department, however with over 325 majors it is evident that the growing 
department truly can become a significant part of the Hawai’i  workforce.  Development of a space dedicated to film and animation 
education as well as community engagement, will be at the heart of the Mānoa Village and Cinematic Arts Education and Community 
Centre on the Mānoa campus.  
 

The School of Cinematic Arts (SCA) at 
the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
empowers students to develop their 
own unique voices through digital 
cinema, animation, and critical 
studies As Hawai‘i’s film school, SCA at 
Mānoa seeks to expand upon its 
impressive progress and provide 
Hawai'i's future visual storytellers the 
best preparation possible as they 
embark on their journey into 
becoming visionary filmmakers and a 
part of Hawaii’s workforce. 



The Atrium And Movie Theatre

The atrium is the heart of the Cinematic Arts 
Educational and Community Centre.  Beyond a 
mere lobby, the atrium is a community space. The 
screens on the walls and the glass display boxes 
allow for rotating archival collections of Native 
and Pacific Islander film, curated for example by 
’Ulu ’Ulu: The Henry Ku ‘aloha Giugni Moving 
Image Archive of Hawai’i .  This will not only 
attract faculty, staff and students but also the 
wider Hawai’i community who will see this as 
welcoming museum space.  The café within the 
atrium allows the community to gather and 
spend time observing the curated collections or 
waiting for screenings at the 300 seat Dolby 
surround sound theatre that is located off of the 
atrium.  At this time UH Mānoa does not have a 
screening space, the theatre at the Cinematic 
Arts Educational and Community Centre will not 
only host classes during the week but also a 
variety of independent and mainstream film 
series and lectures which will be open to the 
public on an evening and a weekend.  



Sound Stage /Virtual Production Stage

On the other side of the atrium lies the sound stage and post 
production spaces.  Constructing an industry standard sound 
stage also allows students who learn in the space to more 
easily transition into working on professional TV and film 
stages.  

The space can eventually be used as a virtual sound stage.  
Made up of large LED walls, a virtual stage allows  one to 
create any background indoor or outdoor in live photorealistic 
3D that reacts to the movement of the camera. At this time 
there are no virtual sound stages anywhere in the state. This is 
the latest technology used in cutting edge productions such 
as Disney's Mandalorian and HBO's Westworld. 

A virtual production stage would be of interest to students in 
the cinematic arts, art department, theatre, engineering and 
computer science departments. Developing students who can 
work with this cutting edge technology will add to the state's 
workforce.   



2D Animation Lab

The 2D animation studio will be a large, comfortable space with designated areas that accommodate different needs for learning 2D 
animation skills.   With its welcoming atmosphere students will bond and collaborate while learning animation.  Studio will include Mac 
Computer stations equipped with Wacom tablets for digital drawing as well as digital light boxes for use with paper and pencil animation.  
These computer stations will be spread out to allow for individual work spaces. 

The 2D studio will also have large open area within the studio to be used for life drawing practice,  animation action analysis, study of 
physics and anatomy.  Students may form a large circle surrounding a model in the center that they will draw.  Chairs specifically designed 
for life drawing should be available for use in this part of the room.  The stop motion animation area contains numerous animation stands 
with shooting cameras connected to computers for capturing clay, paint or other art materials that are being animated in a stop motion 
method.  



3D Animation Lab

The 3D animation studio will have PC student workstations along with a teacher station, a dedicated space for motion capture, and a 
breakout area for group work. Student workstations are grouped in fours to maximize demonstration viewability. Instead of projecting work 
on a single screen, each quad views presentations on a large television screen mounted to the wall. Each student station will be equipped 
with a high-end gaming PC desktop, dual monitors, Wacom tablet, and a gaming chair. The desks, keyboards, and monitors are all 
height-adjustable to provide an ergonomic environment. 



Computer Labs, Screening Rooms and 
Collaboration Spaces, Outdoor Screening Space 
and Faculty Offices.

Above the atrium, theatre and virtual production 
stage will be an additional three floors of 
classrooms/screening rooms, PC and Macintosh 
labs, editing bays, An Art/Maker’s space, a post 
production sound space, undergraduate and 
graduate collaboration spaces as well as faculty 
offices.  The rooftop of the building will feature an 
outdoor screening space appropriate to the 
outdoor living style of Hawai’i.

Creating the Mānoa Village and Cinematic Arts 
Educational and Community Centre will enliven the 
educational community at the University of Hawai’i  
while allowing the university to engage more directly 
in community programming.  
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To:                  Peter Arnade 
                        Dean, College of Arts, Letters and Languages, University of Hawaii 
 
From:              Elizabeth Daley 
                        Dean, School of Cinematic Arts, University of Southern California 
 
Date:     July 29, 2024 
 
Subject:  Sound Stage at SCA Manoa 
 
 
I understand from Christine Acham that there is a potential opportunity to create a 
sound stage for the School of Cinematic Arts at Manoa. As a member of the School’s 
Advisory Board, I am delighted to hear of this possibility. In the current media 
landscape it is not possible to truly train students properly without giving them the 
opportunity to work on a professional level stage. At USC we operate 9 film/television 
stages, a motion capture stage, and two scoring stages. Needless to say, we have had 
experience, good and bad, building these spaces and are aware of the critical issues. I 
would hope that we can help SCA Manoa avoid mistakes that can make such stages 
less than useful. We have already given Christine the dimensions of our stages, and 
attached you will find a list of bullet points on the primary considerations which was 
developed by my Head of Creative Technologies who oversees all our stages. While 
this list is by no means comprehensive, it does address some of the issues that seem to 
have been raised with Christine recently. I would caution above all else that one does 
not assume that a professional stage and one for students are fundamentally different. 
Certainly this list is in no way intended to substitute for an architect and construction 
company who have built production facilities, but perhaps it will shine some light on 
the very specific issues with stages. 
 
Please let me know if I can be of further help and I will look forward to seeing you at 
future Advisory Board meetings. 



Stage Design Guidelines 
USC School of Cinematic Arts 
 
Floor and Walls 

• Concrete floor is cheaper and easier to maintain than wooden floor.  It also allows 
for larger elements like drive on vehicle to come on to the stage.  Wooden floors 
require more maintenance and occasional replacement as well as specialized 
sound proofing below the floor to prevent echoes. 

• Sound proofing on walls should be at least at level NC25 
• Concrete floor slab should be isolated from surrounding floors that may transmit 

sound.   
• Toilets and water pipes etc. should not be over or directly next to the stage. 

 
Ceiling 

• Ceiling should be at least 40 feet high.  This is better for sound, as it reduces 
echoes, and for heat management, as it allows hot air a place to go away from the 
actors.  

• A motorized grid/pipe system that allows lights to be installed at floor level and then 
lifted to final position.  This system also allows for drapes, screens, and set design 
pieces to be hung from the ceiling 

• The power connection points on the grid should also have a wired DMX outlet to 
allow for remote control of units on the grid.  Wireless video transmitters can 
interfere with wireless control, so wired is preferred. 

• The 40 foot ceiling height is required for Green Screen and Virtual Production LED 
walls.   

 
HVAC 

• Proper HVAC system to keep the stage cool as well as to run relatively silently.  This 
should be equalized with the pressure outside the stage to prevent wind howling at 
the stage doors. 

 
Access 

• Both person-sized doors and a larger “elephant” door.  This larger door allows for 
easier access when rolling in flats and lighting units.  It also allows for vehicles to be 
driven on to the stage when shooting a vehicle in place. 

 
Power Distribution 

• At least 200 amps of 120v power is necessary to power lighting units.  This assumes 
the lighting units are newer LED-based ones.  Older traditional tungsten-bulb units 
would raise that power level to 600 amps.   

• Power drops should be on all four sides of the stage with additional power outlets 
mounted in the hanging pipe system. 

 



Dimmer Control 
• A dedicated DMX and wireless DMX enabled lighting console system is 

recommended.  ETC is the manufacturer we utilize.  They manufacture a series of 
dimmer consoles that can control contemporary lighting units (Arri, Nanlux, 
Aputure, Kinoflo, etc). 

 
Lighting 

• There should be at least a dozen LED units on rolling stands present on the stage 
floor.  At least twenty LED lighting units should live on the pipe grid above the stage. 

• At least a dozen extension cords should also be available on the stage floor. 
 
Grip 

• The stage should have a grip cart, sandbag cart, and a C-Stand cart that live on the 
stage.  The C-Stands and sandbags serve every department on the stage (camera, 
lighting, sound, set design, etc.) 

• The grip cart should contain a full set of flags and nets ranging in size from 4’x4’, 
2’x3’, and 18”x24” as well as at least two full sets of apple boxes. 
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July 30th, 2024 

Aloha all, 

My name is Clarissa, a University of Hawai`i Mānoa School of Cinematic Arts (SCA) alumni hailing 
from `Aiea, O`ahu. I wholeheartedly support a facility on the Mānoa campus dedicated to the SCA 
major and students, with current, industry-standard equipment and spaces. 

I was disheartened to hear that such a building was put up at the West Oahu campus 20 miles 
away, given lengthy public transportation times, further expounded by Hawai`i’s typical horrendous 
traffic, and my own lack of time with a second major based in Moore Hall on the Mānoa campus 
and part-time jobs in town. In my five years of attendance, classes constantly shifted from building 
to building—sometimes during the semester. There were no cohesive meeting spaces for students 
to build networks with each other outside of classes. 

Having access to adequate professional spaces would better equip students as they aim to enter 
the film industry upon graduation. This would have negated the inadequacy I felt with production 
equipment while working on commercial shoots for Royal Hawaiian Shopping Center, Hawaiian 
Airlines, and more, and that is nothing to say of the unfamiliarity I and many students have with 
post-production equipment and software due to its lack on the Mānoa campus. Such resources are 
undeniably pricey. However, how can we expect Hawai`i’s local film industry to grow and 
strengthen when its own students are so unequipped upon graduating? 

It is with the greatest pride for our community’s local and native storytellers that I urge this board to 
support a singular, properly equipped facility for SCA majors. This would further propel their voices 
as individual filmmakers and better prepare them for the increasing opportunities in Hawai`i’s 
growing film industry.  

Mahalo, 

Clarissa De Smet 
SCA alumni, c/o 2024 
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I loved my time at the University of Hawai’i. And I loved being a part of SCA. As a student I 

loved the personalized instruction and kindness of professors. I learned so much and had 

so many amazing experiences that will continue to teach me for the rest of my life. I also 

loved being a part of the staff as a computer lab monitor. I loved the culture and warmth of 

the faculty and getting the opportunity to be a part of the student’s creative process. 

Getting the chance to interact with people who needed help was one of the highlights of my 

job. I got a chance to get to know the other students as a staff member rather than just as a 

peer. The only thing is our labs were pretty empty. This opportunity to chat was not as 

frequent as I would of hoped. The largest number of students I ever remember collectively 

counting in both of our labs was around ten. I was informed that our major is the fastest 

growing of any in our school. I am not a mathematician, but something about the numbers 

is not adding up. Where are all the students? I chose to ask a few of the students, both 

outside and during work. Why don’t you use the labs? The answers I got varied, but they 

mostly boiled down to the point that the students lacked motivation. Spend some time in 

our program and you will see that we have a problem. An unfinished film problem. I say this 

as a student who had a few unfinished films herself, but our major as a longstanding trend 

of people starting their films passionately but never seeing them to completion. This is not 

the fault of any of our faculty. Who work tirelessly to motivate us. You can see the 

bewilderment on their face every time a classmate gives a reason they did not do their 

work. Why then, is this problem of unmotivation so pertinent in our program? I have 

thought about this for some time and the conclusion I have arrived at is our environment. 

Hear me out, I hear you thinking how could your environment impact your motivation? Well, 

you see, SCA has two solely dedicated classrooms it does not share with other majors and 

as well as one open office room., and around four classrooms in total if you counted the 

shared ones. Students do not have a designated study space with the materials they need 

besides the classrooms, which if they are just getting out of a class. they were most likely 

just in for 3 hours. If students want to present their work, they again only have the cramped 

tiny classrooms. The students do not have a dedicated workspace for their craft. While 

other UH schools have labs and prep kitchens and even coffee stands, students of sca 



have only, again say it with me, the two rooms. This obviously is not practical but please let 

me give you a few examples. Let us say students wanted to make a stop motion animation 

inside the building. They would have to do so on the floor. In both of our labs the computer 

desks take up the majority of the space, so to accomplish their task, they would in fact not 

only have to do this on the floor, but in the corner room, on our floor. Another example if you 

will, for our live action students, what if someone wanted to film something on a 

greenscreen? Well, again they would have to use an even smaller corner of the same room. 

They would need pin up a green sheet of fabric with tape or thumb tacks. Frankly, how 

would you feel if you were a student? Motivated? Inspired to do your work? It is hard to feel 

valued and motivated when it feels like your whole major is shoved into the university 

“storage closet.” There have been so many studies done to show that when students feel 

valued and appreciated, they work harder. I honestly can only imagine the fantastic work 

future students would create if they had their own building. Please consider investing in the 

future of SCA and its future students.  

Thank you. 

Grace 
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Good afternoon,

My name is Anya Carroll, I am an ACM/SCA alumni at UH Manoa. I am emailing you in regards to West 
Oahu's new ACM facilities. My grandmother was actually the one to bring it up to me, that she saw their 
showcase on the news. It was quite depressing to explain to her that this multi-million dollar facility was not 
a part of my course studies. 

I read some of the articles about how West Oahu "used to operate out of cramped quarters, making do with 
what they had." This was extremely upsetting for me personally. I was a student at Manoa since 2017 and 
worked for the ACM Media Center throughout that time. I started working in the Old PBS building, across 
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campus on Dole Street. We had no Media Center Director, and one of my classmates was forced to step up 
and manage the center. The entire building was infested with mold, and I tried reaching out to Campus 
Center Board, Student Life and Development, and Facilities Management in 2019. The only solution offered 
to us was moving the center to a mere "meeting room" in Crawford Hall. The equipment stored in that room 
alone, was a fire and safety hazard. I admit I am extremely grateful for the space we were given in Sinclair 
Basement. Nonetheless, I do not understand why so much money was sent only to West Oahu when the 
students and workers at Manoa have been struggling for years. 

I do not know any students or teachers at West Oahu. However, I know they do not have anywhere near the 
type of equipment as Manoa. Nor the ability to use that facility to the full capability as the people here. I am 
frustrated with the lack of planning and communication that went into this project. I am graduated now so I 
will probably never get to use the new facility. Moreover, I am tired of the students at Manoa being 
overlooked, and I hope that ACM will still receive funding to improve our curriculum as well.

Thank you for time.

-Anya
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Aloha all,

 

Attached is my testimony for tomorrow’s Institutional Success
Committee meeting at UH-Manoa’s Bachman Hall Conference
Room 106A/B:

https://www.hawaii.edu/offices/bor/institutional-
success/notice/202408010945.committee.pdf

 

Thank you for your assistance in resubmitting the material in the
correct format for Agenda item IV-E.  Please let us know if you
have additional questions by contacting me at this email address
or at my office (808) 586-6460.

 

Mahalo,

Carol Fukunaga
 
State Senator, District 11

(Manoa-Makiki, Punchbowl, Papakolea, Tantalus & University)

Phone:  808-586-6460

Email: senfukunaga@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Dear Members of the Board of Regents,

My name is Charlie Plummer, and I am a student in the School of Cinematic Arts (SCA) at the
University of Hawaii at Manoa. In addition, I serve as the student Media Director for the Office of
Sustainability. My experiences in the SCA department have been immensely positive, providing
me with valuable education and preparation for my future career.

However, as a creative student, I have often questioned why the SCA department does not
have a dedicated building. Networking, collaboration and creative spaces are vital in the SCA,
as there are numerous paths within the cinematic arts that benefit greatly from interdisciplinary
interaction. Despite having two animation courses in the same building, we face a significant
lack of space.

The faculty has admirably managed the limited space available by hosting classes outside,
making space in offices for students to work, and extending lab hours. Nevertheless, the
insufficient space has negatively impacted many team and individual projects. The lack of space
and equipment has often forced us to spend considerable time setting up workspaces or waiting
for proper equipment, hindering our ability to focus on and advance our projects.

A dedicated building for the SCA department would greatly benefit students and faculty by
providing ample space for collaboration, team-building, equipment access, storage and
immediate creation. Such a facility could include:

1. **Collaborative Spaces**: Areas for students to work together on projects, fostering creativity
and teamwork.
2. **Workshops**: Open spaces for building props, practicing physical movements, and
conducting life drawing sessions for animations.
3. **Specialized Labs**:
- A stop-motion animation lab equipped with lighting rigs, camera stands, and computers.
- A recording studio for sound production.
- A motion capture/greenscreen studio.

These additions would allow us to produce higher quality work, delve deeper into project details
and quality, and enhance our personal and team projects. More equipment and specialized
facilities would also improve networking and collaboration among peers, opening countless
opportunities to bring our creative visions to life.

In conclusion, a dedicated building for the SCA department is essential to provide the space and
resources necessary for our growth and success as students and future professionals in
cinematic arts. I strongly urge the Board of Regents to consider this investment in our education
and future.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



Sincerely,

Charlie Plummer
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