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Aloha kākou,

I am attaching testimony for the BOR meeting tomorrow, October 19th. In light of the agenda being date stamped October 17th
and posted shortly after, I hope that this testimony will be heard at the meeting.  Mahalo for your assistance.

Me ke aloha, 

-- 

Michelle Brown

University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa

PhD Student in Political Science - Indigenous Politics and Alternative Futures

------------------------------ 

Arian, arian, zehetzen da burnia 

(Working, working, iron can be pulverized)

------------------------------ 
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Egun on to the Board of Regents, mila esker for hearing this testimony. 
 
My name is Michelle Lee Brown, I am Euskaldun (Basque), my ancestral waters are 
Bidart, the Plage DʻErretegia area in Lapurdi, which France has renamed ʻLabourdʻ. I 
am a doctoral student in the Poltical Science Department here at UH Mānoa. I address 
you to state my unequivocal support – as a guest on this ʻāina -  for the Kānaka Maoli, 
for their rights to determine the future of these lands and waters, and for the allies that 
support them. I am among the latter. 
A part of my upbringing is to be polite, but insistent. It is one of our ways from our 
region. I have editied this for politeness, as nod to my ancestors. I will be insistent. 
 
I insist that the Board of Regents adheres to its own executive policies and follow the 
counsel of the Mānoa Faculty Senate, Associated Students of UH Mānoa, Graduate 
Student Organization, and Puko'a/Kualii Council. The BOR has not done so; ignoring 
the counsel of these advisory entities that comprise 50% of the advisory council and are 
part of the Board of Regents "shared governance" plan. 
 
I insist that you address your problems, rather than try to silence, lock up, or ignore 
them. That will not work.  My area of study covers International Indigenous politics, I 
can assure you – the world is watching your actions. 
 
When half your advisory council vehemently disagrees with your actions – and you 
ignore them – there is a problem.  
 
When the master lessor over MaunaKea, the University of Hawaii 
system, is responsible for the arrest of its own faculty, students, and alumni 
on Haleakalā and MaunaKea - that is a problem. 
 
When the University authorizes itself to take 5% of ALL research grants to fund the 
prosecution of these defenders - many of whom have limited or no access to legal 
representation – that is also a problem. 
 
There is a problem at the core of these other problems: by ignoring its own executive 
policies and by participating in these arrests, the University ignites a dangerous and 
volatile environment for all future relations with Kānaka Maoli.  
 
As noted, I am Euskaldun (Basque). We know all too well that volatile environments and 
ongoing suppression/structural violence do not end well. I implore you: cease and desist 
these development actions before they further deteriorate relations between the 
university and Kānaka Maoli.  
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Below is my testimony to the Board of Regents regarding the development on Haleakalā and Mauna Kea. I have also
attached a .doc file of the same testimony. 

Dear UH Board of Regents,

My name is Maharaj “Raju” Desai and I am a PhD Candidate in the Department of Curriculum Studies in the College of
Education at UH Mānoa. I am also a graduate assistant in the Department of Special Education and a lecturer in the Department of
Indo-Pacific Languages.

I want to be clear that I am not Native Hawaiian, but I am writing today in solidarity with and as an ally to my Kānaka ʻOiwi
(Native Hawaiian) mentors, colleagues, and students in regards to the University of Hawaiʻi’s involvement in projects on Haleakalā
and Mauna Kea. As a student and employee of the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, I have a hard time reconciling how a land-grant
institution that is meant to serve the local community and that prides itself on being “a Hawaiian place of learning,” can
simultaneously also be responsible, even if only partially, for the arrest and criminal litigation of over 91 Kānaka ʻOiwi students,
leaders, and activists on Maui and Hawaiʻi islands.

I believe the board is mandated by its own policies to consult the advisory counsel which is comprised of the Faculty Senate
(FS), Graduate Student Organization (GSO), Associated Students of UH Mānoa (ASUH), and the Pukoʻa/Kualiʻi Council. I know for
a fact that GSO, ASUH, and Kualiʻi have already previously voiced their concerns and opposition to telescope projects on Mauna Kea
and Haleakalā, but these concerns have been largely ignored. Furthermore, as the primary leaseholder on both Haleakalā and Mauna
Kea, the UH system is directly responsible for the arrest of members of its own students, alumni, faculty, and staff. All of this, while
5% of all research grants goes to fund the prosecutions of those arrested. How do these actions align with being a Hawaiian place of
learning? If anything, this is perpetuating colonial traumas and furthering the divide between Kānaka ʻOiwi and the University of
Hawaiʻi—especially considering some of the racist, colonial anti-Hawaiian rhetoric employed by some UH faculty and staff in emails
that were recently exposed. These actions drain the natural, financial, spiritual, and emotional resources of Kānaka ʻOiwi whose
cultural identity is part of the university’s branding.

Please consider the devastating impacts these actions are having on the Kānaka ʻOiwi faculty, staff and students who are
only trying to protecting their sacred spaces and your power to address those harmful actions.

Sincerely,

Maharaj “Raju” Desai

--  
Maharaj "Raju" Desai, M.A. 
Ph.D. Student | Curriculum & Instruction 
Graduate Assistant | Special Education 
Instructor | Indo-Pacific Languages & Literature
University of Hawaiʻi - Mānoa 
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Dear UH Board of Regents, 

My name is Maharaj “Raju” Desai and I am a PhD Candidate in the Department of 
Curriculum Studies in the College of Education at UH Mānoa. I am also a graduate assistant in 
the Department of Special Education and a lecturer in the Department of Indo-Pacific 
Languages. 

I want to be clear that I am not Native Hawaiian, but I am writing today in solidarity with 
and as an ally to my Kānaka ʻOiwi (Native Hawaiian) mentors, colleagues, and students in 
regards to the University of Hawaiʻi’s involvement in projects on Haleakalā and Mauna Kea. As 
a student and employee of the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, I have a hard time reconciling 
how a land-grant institution that is meant to serve the local community and that prides itself on 
being “a Hawaiian place of learning,” can simultaneously also be responsible, even if only 
partially, for the arrest and criminal litigation of over 91 Kānaka ʻOiwi students, leaders, and 
activists on Maui and Hawaiʻi islands. 

I believe the board is mandated by its own policies to consult the advisory counsel which 
is comprised of the Faculty Senate (FS), Graduate Student Organization (GSO), Associated 
Students of UH Mānoa (ASUH), and the Pukoʻa/Kualiʻi Council. I know for a fact that GSO, 
ASUH, and Kualiʻi have already previously voiced their concerns and opposition to telescope 
projects on Mauna Kea and Haleakalā, but these concerns have been largely ignored. 
Furthermore, as the primary leaseholder on both Haleakalā and Mauna Kea, the UH system is 
directly responsible for the arrest of members of its own students, alumni, faculty, and staff. All 
of this, while 5% of all research grants goes to fund the prosecutions of those arrested. How do 
these actions align with being a Hawaiian place of learning? If anything, this is perpetuating 
colonial traumas and furthering the divide between Kānaka ʻOiwi and the University of 
Hawaiʻi—especially considering some of the racist, colonial anti-Hawaiian rhetoric employed by 
some UH faculty and staff in emails that were recently exposed. These actions drain the natural, 
financial, spiritual, and emotional resources of Kānaka ʻOiwi whose cultural identity is part of 
the university’s branding. 

Please consider the devastating impacts these actions are having on the Kānaka ʻOiwi 
faculty, staff and students who are only trying to protecting their sacred spaces and your power 
to address those harmful actions. 

Sincerely, 
Maharaj “Raju” Desai 
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Please see attached.  See you tomorrow! 

--  
Christine K. Sorensen Irvine 
Professor, Learning Design and Technology
College of Education 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
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October 2017 Board of Regents Testimony 
Mānoa Faculty Senate Executive Committee 

We are excited to be giving a formal presentation to highlight just a few of the many amazing 
things going on at our campus a little later in this meeting, so I will keep this testimony brief.  
First, we want to commend the administration for listening to the concerns of the students and 
finding a compromise regarding the issue of the library hours.  We understand they are 
continuing to dialogue with the students to determine the best ways to meet the students’ 
needs. Thank you for the prompt response. 

We remain committed to partnering with administration and others across campus to find ways 
to improve recruitment and retention of students, both graduate and undergraduate. There has 
been a steady decline in postsecondary enrollment nationally in the past five years, at both 2- 
and 4-year campuses. Given the decline in the number of high school graduates and a strong 
work economy, this trend is not surprising or new. A recent NACUBO survey notes that price 
sensitivity is also affecting enrollment. Predictions are that the trend will not begin to turn 
around until 2023, and recovery will be slow so we have much work to do to recruit and keep 
students.   

While Mānoa implemented some strategies this past year to improve undergraduate 
recruitment and retention, and such efforts should continue, we also need to attend to the 
decline in graduate student enrollment.  A report from our Graduate School indicates that there 
has been an 18% decline in overall graduate enrollment since 2009, including a 30% drop in 
international enrollments. One factor that may be negatively affecting our graduate enrollment 
is the more than doubling of graduate non-resident tuition which is now higher than all of our 
peer and benchmark institutions.  In fact, our resident graduate tuition rates are now higher 
than all but one of our peer and benchmark institutions. We understand the financial 
constraints Mānoa faces and believe now is the time to invest in graduate enrollment 
management as well as undergraduate enrollment management. We must all work together to 
promote the value of graduate education at our research university.  We remain concerned as 
well about retention of faculty as we strive to maintain and enhance the quality of our 
academic and research programs. We look forward to working collaboratively with 
administration to address these issues. 

An on a lighter note, we reviewed the auditor’s report on travel and saw there were very few 
problems identified.  That’s a good thing. We were puzzled by the average advance amounts. 
We thought the sample might not be representative as it seemed far beyond any advances we 
had ever seen or known about from our colleagues. And if you want suggestions about how 
travel approval processes could be improved, we’d be happy to provide input. 

Thank you for your time and attention and I look forward to telling you more about Mānoa in a 
few minutes. 

LATE TESTIMONY
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See attached. 

--  
Christine K. Sorensen Irvine 
Professor, Learning Design and Technology
College of Education 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
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October 2017 Board of Regents Testimony 
Christine Irvine, Chair, College of Education Budget and Facilities Committee 

I am here now as the chair of the College of Education’s Budget and Facilities Committee and a 
member of the College of Education Senate.  I know in September I testified as the Mānoa 
Faculty Senate Executive Committee chair about the Campus Town plans and the College of 
Education.  Today I am speaking on the subject not in that role, but rather as a member of the 
College of Education. I am far from the only College of Education faculty member who was 
shocked by the reference to the property on which our college sits in the Real Estate 
Development Update presented September 7 at the Board’s Planning and Facilities Committee 
meeting. But it may not be entirely clear about why the College of Education faculty would be 
so upset by that presentation.  So, this is an attempt to explain and to ask the Board to please 
consider the needs of the College of Education and act on them very soon. 

To be clear, it is not that we are against plans for a Campus Town to better meet the needs of 
the campus community or that we don’t want the University to have grand plans for the future. 
But we would like to feel that the University has considered our needs and the history of our 
facilities issues and would seek to develop plans to meet our needs prior to planning for the 
property on which we sit.  We have felt neglected by the University for many years. This is not a 
situation that we want to blame the current administration for as the lack of attention to the 
College of Education’s needs goes back many years, many administrations and many Boards. 

We will start with more recent events before I remind you of the earlier history.  In Fall of 2015 
we tried to call attention to our facility needs and that resulted in the condemnation and 
closure of two of our buildings.  One of which contained some essential specialized classrooms 
used to prepare our teacher candidates.  We lost our science lab, our art studio, our performing 
arts space, and our early childhood classroom.  Now heading into our third year, we still do not 
have adequate facilities to teach any of those courses.  Instead, we have our science education 
faculty gathering buckets of water from the sprinkler system in order to do basic water lessons.  
Never mind microscopes, Bunsen burners, or other science equipment.  We don’t have it any 
more. Or consider our art education faculty who haul two carts full of basic art materials across 
campus now to teach art.  But no kiln, no access to water, no gallery space to teach the things 
we normally would teach to prepare elementary and secondary art teachers.  We do not have a 
classroom where our early childhood faculty can set up centers to demonstrate how early 
childhood classrooms should be organized.  We have no classrooms with storage spaces for the 
materials to teach any of these courses.  But those two dilapidated, condemned and rat-filled 
buildings still stand as daily reminders that the University has not met our needs. 

We are also extremely concerned about our next accreditation visit.  We were fully accredited 
following our 2014 accreditation visit and our next site visit is in 2021.  We were cited in the 
report for our inadequate facilities, our third accreditation citation for this issue as it was also 
cited as a problem in the previous two visits. The report pointedly noted that the University had 
completed several new building initiatives and several major renovations in the years since the 

LATE TESTIMONY



previous visit in 2006, while the facility needs of the College of Education remained 
unaddressed. The 2006 report said, “Faculty are teaching and candidates [students] are 
learning in unhealthy, unsafe, and outdated classrooms.” I cannot imagine that they will let the 
issue slide again. They told us they hated to penalize us for something beyond our control when 
all of the things within our control were done very well. But they cannot ignore the University’s 
failure to address our facility needs forever.  
 
Our facility issues go back many, many years.  Let’s not forget the fire that burned one of our 
buildings to the ground in 2006 and plans were made for a new building. Then we were on the 
list of top 10 Mānoa priorities for facilities. But the legislature did not provide funding in 2007 
and we somehow fell off that list never to return.  We note that the plan presented on 
September 7 and the CIP priorities of the University make no mention of the College of 
Education anywhere, except to discuss the Campus Town on the same property and the 
relocation of current occupants.  We have been told time after time that we would get a new 
building, going back to the ground-breaking ceremony in 1993 when the legislature provided 
funding for a new 180,000 square foot building - - one that was never built.  
 
Following the failure to get funding for a facility in 2007, we continued to advocate for facilities 
to meet our needs. In 2012, the University approved Group 70 to hold charrettes and develop a 
site plan. We spent approximately a quarter of a million dollars of the College’s money to 
develop that site plan. As far as we knew, until we saw the September 7 presentation, the 
Group 70 site plan was what was envisioned for the College of Education. Now we have no idea 
what the University plans for us.  And we do not see the College of Education mentioned in any 
CIP plans through 2021.   
 
So, as you might imagine, we are feeling much frustration. We feel ignored by our University.  
We look at our international and national rankings and we are proud of what we have 
accomplished with the hard work and dedication of our faculty and staff. We have done it in 
spite of feeling like the stepchildren across the street. But now we are truly concerned about 
our future in the University. We are asking, please, please before you begin planning for what 
the University might want to do with the property on which we sit, you first find a way to 
address our very real needs and do it soon. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
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Aloha e UH Board of Regents, 

I have attached my public comment testimony on the issue of the Thirty Meter Telescope Maunakea. 

Mahalo, 

Trina Jones Artis, MSW
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Written Testimony of Trina Jones Artis, Student and Concerned Citizen 
 

Before the University of Hawaiʻi Board of Regents 
 

Regularly Scheduled Board Meeting Public Comment on The Thirty Meter Telescope on 
Maunakea. 

 
Thursday, October 19, 2017 

 
University of Hawaiʻi Board of Regents 

2444 Dole Street, Bachman Hall, Room 209 
Honolulu, HI 96822 

 
 
 

Standing in solidarity.  
 

First let me begin I am Black, Choctaw and Irish. I was born and raised in 
Tacoma, Washington. I am here in Hawaiʻi attending the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 
as a Graduate Student in the Native Hawaiian and Indigenous Health, Masters in Public 
Health and will be graduating in May 2018.  
 

As an institution who reaches out and attracts Dean's, students, and speaks to 
the world on a platform that claims, "As a university striving to foster a Hawaiian place of 
learning and part of a system that is committed to being an Indigenous serving 
institution, the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa (UH Mānoa) is the flagship campus of the 
UH System and the premier institution of higher learning in the Pacific Basin." 
 

In the case of the continued protest of the Thirty Meter Telescope project on 
Manuakea and the arrest of 83 Native Hawaiians in the past, your actions are 
inconsistent with your message to the world. Specifically, I find you guilty of not walking 
your talk. The arrest of peaceful protesters defending “their sacred Maunakea” does not 
reflect your authentic intentions to serve the community and the host culture you claim 
to strive to honor.  I believe you dishonor the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa when the 
threat of arrest supersedes peaceful and honorable conflict resolution.  
 

Many communities stand in solidarity around the globe with the Native 
Hawaiians. By the route you are taking there will be many more Native Hawaiians and 
non-natives that will be arrested. We are a steadfast people, and are willing to lay down 



our lives for what we believe in. I seek to be one of many voices calling for a resolution 
resolved with words and honorable actions.  
 

We must stop using the Western actions of incarceration. I am calling for the 
immediate stoppage, blockage, halt, and end to the arrest of Native Hawaiians and non-
natives. The action of arresting only reinforces the prison industrial complex with the 
bodies of the oppressed. We must stop using Western methods of incarceration. We 
must end methods that hinder OUR ability to stand as a community to find solutions. We 
must end tokenism that allows the voice of one to speak for the voice of many. We must 
create an open space that invites diverse viewpoints and solutions. We must live our 
message of supporting free speech. We must live our value of respecting difference of 
opinion. We must show the world our ability to stand together in peaceful resolution. We 
need to stand together, you the University and the many that support the TMT 
Maunakea need to stand together with the strongest intention to find a solution that is 
deeply rooted in the Native Hawaiian way of Hoʻoponopono.  
 

I humbly demand that you reconsider your actions and find a peaceful and 
honorable way to be congruent with what you tell the world we are, "...a Hawaiian place 
of learning...committed to being an Indigenous serving institution."  
 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
Trina Jones Artis, MSW 
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