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Board of Regents <bor@hawaii.edu>

Maunakea Management Board 

Veronica Ohara <hula.clay@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 22, 2017 at 4:55 PM
To: bor@hawaii.edu

Dear Board of Regents,

Please accept my letter of support for the Maunakea Management Board.  I am
well aware of the harsh criticism they have been receiving lately in the wake of
the BLNR hearing for the CDUP for TMT on Maunakea.

They have made great strides in managing the 12,000 acres and have recently been
honored with the Culture and Heritage Award for Preservation Initiatives.  The
Weiku Bug is no longer on the endangered list, the Silver Swords thrive and bloom
as well.  In my humble opinion the work they do in terms of historic properties,
care of all the sites, education of the public and those who work on Maunakea is
tremendous.

I sincerely hope you will take my words to heart and recognize all the good they
have done for all our communities.  Please support this office so that they can
continue to provide, care, preserve the land. 

Mahalo nui loa,

Veronica Ohara 

--  

Veronica
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Board of Regents <bor@hawaii.edu>

Maunakea Management 

Veronica Ohara <hula.clay@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 23, 2017 at 2:07 AM
To: bor@hawaii.edu

 Dear Board of Regents,

Please allow me to add a few thoughts to my previous letter in support of the
Maunakea Management.

The opposition to BLNR/TMT  has been critical of the people who plan and care for
the land.  All this is done to discredit the University and it's programs to manage
the astronomy precinct and the conservation district.  

For too long the Ethnic Studies/Hawaiian Studies Departments and the Richardson
Law School have attacked the Astronomy Department.  It is appalling how this has
been allowed to continue to the point where the community has fractured and
turned against each other.  

The conflation of Sovereignty with astronomy on Maunakea was the makings of Law
Professor Williamson B.C. Chang.  Surely you have followed his submissions to Civil
Beat where he declares Maunakea is the place they will make their stand. 
Professor Jon Osorio has stated unequivocally that TMT is "non-negotiable".  It
seems the law school and the Hawaiian Studies departments churn out graduates
who have one goal in mind, to tear down our Astronomy Department.   

How is it possible for one department to attack another?  The University of Hawaii
is part of the State of Hawaii, yet this reckless action on the part of these two
departments towards the astronomy department is allowed to continue, a blind eye
is turned while tax payers dollars are used.  It hardly seems legal that this should
be the case yet it is, fraudulent use of taxes for personal grudges.  

The Astronomy department has put Hawaii in the lead for something other than
tourism.  In the past 30 years every major discovery in this field has been from
the UHH and the observatories on Maunakea.  The best astronomers in the world
compete for time on our telescopes.  The Astronomy department has contributed



8/23/2017 University of Hawaii Mail - Maunakea Management

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5a046f4367&jsver=NQ90xUauj60.en.&view=pt&msg=15e0efd97ed65f3e&cat=Testimony%2F08-24-2017_B… 2/2

to the tech industry for the university and the state.  It's unthinkable that these
attacks by the Law School and the Ethnic/Hawaiian Studies should be allowed to
continue, or ignored.

As a Kanaka Maoli, and an alumni of UHM it grieves me to see these outrageous
attacks continue.  You, the Board of Regents must take a stand and support our
Astronomy Department and the Maunakea Management because without them
Hawaii will be just a tourist destination. There is much at stake here and the
future of Hawaii may well lie in your hands.  OHA has begun to come around
towards supporting TMT, surely you can do the same.

Mahalo,

Veronica Ohara

--  

Veronica


