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To: Board of Regents of HAWAI’I

Jan Sullivan, Chair
David Lassner, UR President FlILO

Date: October 20, 2016
Time: 9:30AM
Place: Kapiolani Community College

Re: CONCERN FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF DR FARRAH-MARIE GOMES TO
UNIVERSITY Of HAWAII AT HILO VICE CHANCELLOR OF STUDENT AFFAIRS

Aloha Chair Sullivan, President Lassner and Board of Regents:

As the University of Hawaii at Hilo Student Association (UHHSA) — comprised of fourteen
Senate members — we represent roughly 4,000 students at the University of Hawai’i Rib Campus.
UHHSA submits its testimony expressing concern about the appointment of Dr. Farrah-Marie Gomes to
the Vice-Chancellor of Student Affairs position at the University of Hawaii at Rib because UHHSA’s
perspective has not been accounted for, and heard by, UK Hilo’s administration in their decision-making.

According to the position description of Vice-Chancellor for Student Affairs at UK Rib that was
amended in October 21, 2010 and is pending review/approval
(https://hilo.hawai I .edu/uhh/vcsa/docurnents/VCSAPositionDescriptiondraftproposal 10211 0.pdf) this
position “Engages in regular consultation with student government, student organizations and other
student entities to ascertain and understand student concerns, experiences, perceptions, needs, and
priorities. Encourages consultation with students by all UH Rib administrators on important policy or
programmatic decisions, and serves as the University’s primary advocate for student voices and student
interests”. The position of VCSA at UH Hilo is of central importance to the effective functioning of
UHHSA. UHHSA and other CSO’s are in the middle of evaluating important issues, including student
fees, and how they will be administered in the future semesters. UHHSA and the other CSO’s would like
a chance to meet/interview Dr. Gomes to discuss current concerns as well as get an understanding of the
ideas and plans that Dr. Gomes may have if/when accepting the VCSA at UH Bib position.

Since this position plays such a critical role in the effective functioning of UHHSA we
respectfully request that President Lassner postpone signing the appointment documents of Dr. Gomes to
the VCSA at UH Kilo until UHHSA and other CSO’s have had time to meetlinterview Dr. Gomes and
then submit a written recommendation to President Lassner in support of, or against, the appointment of
Dr. Gomes to the VCSA at UH Rib. We humbly ask that this confidential written recommendation be
taken into consideration as valuable input from the organizations that directly communicate with the
VCSA.

Thank you for your consideration of our testimony. Once again, the University of Hawaii at Hibo
Student Association expresses concern about the appointment of Dr. farrah-Marie Gomes to VCSA at
UH Rib and respectfully request that President Lassner postpone signing the appointment documents of
Dr. Gomes until UHHSA and other CSO’s have had time to meet with Dr. Gomes and submit confidential
written recommendation in support of or against the appointment to President Lassner.

Sincerely,
Melinda “Mindy” Alles
University of Hawaii at Hilo Student Association (UHHSA) President
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