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To: Board of Regents <bor@hawaii.edu>

Aloha,

Please see attached for my testimony regarding the line item titled "Affirmation of the Separate Roles of the UH
System President and the UH Manoa Chancellor..."

Thank you!
Kelly

 
Kelly Zakimi
President, 103rd Senate
Associated Students of the University of Hawai'i
B.A. in History '16
University of Hawai'i at Mānoa

BOR Meeting Testimony_Kelly Zakimi.docx
135K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5a046f4367&view=att&th=14f4a9ed2b31b352&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_idk22xs00&safe=1&zw
http://asuh.hawaii.edu/


Testimony Submitted for the  Board of Regents Meeting 
Thursday, August 20, 2015 at 10:00AM 

In Support of the Recommendation to Maintain the Separation Between the UH President and 
Mānoa Chancellor Positions 

By   
Kelly Zakimi, President 

Associated Students of the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa  
103rd Senate 

 

Good morning President Lassner, Chair Moore, Vice-Chairs Sullivan and Bal, and Members of 
the Board of Regents: 

 My name is Kelly Zakimi, a senior at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, and I’m 
currently serving as the President of the Associated Students of the University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa (ASUH), which is the undergraduate student government at UH’s flagship campus.  I 
apologize for not being able to testify in person.  Mānoa is currently in its Week of Welcome and 
I’m volunteering as one of the orientation leaders.  However, I appreciate your time and 
willingness to read my testimony.  Today, I am writing testimony for the agenda line item titled 
“Affirmation of the Separate Roles of the UH System President and the UH Mānoa Chancellor.”  
I want to emphasize, however, that I am speaking on behalf of my position as President and not 
on behalf of my organization, as the ASUH has not yet formally taken a stance on this issue.      
 
 I am writing in strong support of the recommendation for the BOR to formally affirm that 
the Mānoa Chancellor position will be retained as a separate position from the UH System 
President position.  As clearly explained in the WICHE Report, the two positions have very 
different and specific functions.  The Chancellor is the Chief Executive Officer of Mānoa, 
overseeing the operations of the campus, and I believe whomever serves in this capacity must 
first and foremost be Mānoa’s biggest advocate.  As we all know, each campus has its own 
strengths and areas of growth; many times, the issues Mānoa undergraduate students face do not 
align with students at the other institutions within the System.  Each campus has a Chancellor 
who, ideally, advocates for the voice of his or her campus’ stakeholders to those at the System 
level.  If the two positions of UH President and Mānoa Chancellor were to be combined, there is 
a strong possibility that Mānoa would effectively lose its biggest advocate.  The person holding 
the joint position would be accountable to all ten campuses and would have to answer to the nine 
other campuses in all decision-making matters.  Additionally, having one person juggle the 
responsibilities of both the Mānoa Chancellor and the President will likely make that person less 
accessible to all Mānoa stakeholders, especially students.   
 
 I personally found the WICHE Report extremely insightful and I encourage the Board of 
Regents to support the Report’s recommendations and move forward with creating tangible goals 
to see the recommendations come to fruition.  Thank you for your time.   


