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Aloha,

I presented today on the agenda item regarding the proposed reductions to tuition increases.  Please see
attached for the written version of my testimony.

Thank you,
Kelly Zakimi

 
Kelly Zakimi
President, 103rd Senate
Associated Students of the University of Hawai'i
B.A. in History '16
University of Hawai'i at Mānoa
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Testimony Submitted Before the 
Board of Regents 

May 21, 2015 at 9:15 a.m. 
by 

Kelly Zakimi, President 
Associated Students of the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa  

103rd Senate 

RELATING TO THE APPROVAL OF REDUCTIONS TO PREVIOUSLY APPROVED 
TUITION SCHEDULES FOR FISCAL YEARS 2016 AND 2017 

Good morning Chair Moore and Regents: 

My name is Kelly Zakimi and I serve as the President of the Associated Students of the 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa (ASUH), the undergraduate student government representing 
over 14,000 full-time, classified undergraduates.  Today, I submit testimony in support of the 
agenda item regarding the reductions to the previously approved tuition schedules for fiscal years 
2016 and 2017.  However, I do want to emphasize that I am speaking on behalf of my position as 
President, as the ASUH has not formally taken a stance on this specific issue.   

First, I would like to thank the Board of Regents for reviewing the proposed changes to the 
tuition schedules.  For many years – and likely for many years to come – tuition has been an area 
of concern for students, especially with the increasing rates.  For many of my constituents, the 
increasing costs of tuition signaled the increasing unaffordability of attaining a college degree.   

In January of 2014, the 101st ASUH Senate passed a resolution titled: IN SUPPORT OF A 
MORATORIUM ON RESIDENT TUITION INCREASE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
HAWAI‘I AT MĀNOA FOR THE 2014-2015 ACADEMIC YEAR AND TO EXPLORE, 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE HAWAI‘I STATE LEGISLATURE, ALTERNATIVE 
MEANS TO ADDRESS TUITION INCREASE 

The Be It Resolved statements of the resolution are as follows:  

BE IT RESOLVED, the 101st ASUH believes that the University of Hawai‘i system, Board of 
Regents, and the State Legislature should follow this national effort to keep the 
cost of higher education affordable by temporarily preventing the cost from going 
up, and seek alternative measures to fund education; and,  

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the 101st ASUH believes it is in the best interest of the university to provide a 

more affordable educational experience by not increasing the cost of education; 
and, 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the 101st ASUH highly encourages and supports the State Legislature 

providing  additional funds to help compensate for the management of the 
university during the duration of the moratorium; and, 

 



BE IT RESOLVED, the 101st ASUH urges the University of Hawai‘i, the Board of Regents, and 
the State Legislature to explore alternatives in reducing the financial burden of 
students, not limited to a moratorium; and, 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 101st ASUH supports the efforts to bring the University 

of Hawai‘i at Mānoa to a more fiscally sustainable state; and, 
   

Although the proposal is not a moratorium, the University is taking a tangible step to alleviate 
the financial burden on local students by reducing the previously approved 7% tuition increase to 
5%.  I strongly support this demonstration of providing a more affordable educational 
experience.  And although the reduction, if passed, saves full-time resident undergraduates only 
$120 per semester in the upcoming year, this $120 can make the difference between a student 
deciding to pursue their degree or not. 

However, the proposed reduction to the resident undergraduate tuition will undoubtedly lead to 
lower revenues than projected with the original tuition schedule, and in light of this, I humbly 
ask that the crafting of a revised plan to restore Mānoa’s reserves to the BOR minimum level 
over the next several years (as promised in the proposal) be a top priority.   

Additionally, former ASUH President Stephen Nishihara could not make it today, but he wanted 
me to express his support for the proposal as well.  He believes it will demonstrate our 
University’s cooperation with the state and motivate us to reflect and analyze wasteful spending.   

Thank you for your time. 

 


