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Dear Chairman Moore and your Board of Regents     The attached piece is something I wrote  last week to share
with some friends that I have been discussing this issue with.   I had not intended it to go further but have been
encouraged to send it to you by someone I highly respect and therefore I am doing so now.    I would also like to
add three additional comments to this which I guess constitutes a "testimony"      One:   Today I spent 3 hours
sitting at a field just south of Kamuela on the belt road watching my grandchildren play soccer.   The backdrop of
this scene was the absolutely magnificent mountain of Mauna Kea, still sparsely covered in snow.   From my
vantage point I couldn't help but notice how enormous this mountain is and what little pimple like dots the existing
telescopes are.    Two:   Last night we had guests from Oahu that could not get over our night sky and the stars
and constellations that we can view so easily from our back yard.   They said  that on Oahu where they live they
have such horrible light pollution they can't see stars.   Are people aware that the low density light mandate that we
have on the Big Island is a result of the telescopes on the mountain.   I believe this law came into effect right after
the first telescopes were erected.   Your regent Pete Hoffman might be able to verify this, but this is a huge benefit
that came as a result of these telescopes.   Three:   As I have tried to convey in the attachment above, I respect
the sanctity of Mauna Kea and respect those that have strong religious ties to the mountain, but  I truly believe
there is room for both sides to prevail.   We can't go back  .....   trust me, I would love to be living in the Hawaii I
grew up in; all I can hope for is that those who are making the decisions on this telescope will do what is right and
best for all the people of Hawaii.     Thank you for the work you all do to make our University and our State of
Hawaii a better place.   Sincerely yours Mary Helen Higgins
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I truly believe that Mauna Kea is a sacred mountain and, that no matter what 
your religious beliefs, that all sacred places should be treated with respect.    
Mauna Kea is a gift to the Hawaiian people and to the rest of the world as 
well.   Its magnificence,  whether covered with snow or shrouded with 
clouds or standing alone under the glowing sun or the star studded skies, is a 
sight to behold.   That said, Mauna Kea, gives as well.   It gives the 
Hawaiian people a symbol of strength and honor and a place to be spiritually 
renewed. Mauna Kea also provides for and benefits those who want to use 
its gifts.    In the past, it was the home of a quarry where the ancients could 
obtain material to form some of their finest tools.   Today, being the optimal 
star gazing site in the world,  it houses several telescopes which honor the 
star guided navigators without whom there would be no Hawaii, at least as 
we know it.   The proposed TMT telescope will be the largest and the last (at 
least in the lives of all of us living today) on the mountain.    It will be built 
with several purposes in mind, but always bearing in mind that it is being 
built on sacred land which must be treated accordingly.   It will honor our 
ancestors and it will educate our youth.    It will be huge, but miniscule in 
comparison with the enormity of this gigantic mountain, the tallest on earth.   
It will be a tribute to this mountain and a gift to our children and future 
generations.   People of all races and nations can still pay homage to this 
mountain, to its size, its beauty, and most of all, the spiritual presence it 
beholds.  No man made telescope can ever take that away from us.  One last 
thought to consider:    To “honor, protect, guard, and respect”  does not 
necessarily mean that one does nothing.   By building this telescope, TMT 
may be accomplishing all of the above.    I would like to think that we 
should be asking why we “should” and “can”  be building this telescope 
rather that why we “should not.” 
 
04-15-15   Mary Helen Higgins  Kailua-Kona 


