
Board of Regents <bor@hawaii.edu>

Support of UH and OMKM's management and stewardship of Mauna Kea

Ron Terry <rterry@hawaii.rr.com> Wed, Apr 15, 2015 at 1:46 PM
To: bor@hawaii.edu
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Dear Board of Regent Members:

 

Thank you for taking up the matter of the Office of Mauna Kea Management’s stewardship of Mauna Kea at your April
16, 2015 meeting in Hilo.

 

After being appointed as an MKMB member in 2004, I worked to assemble a community-based Environment
Committee consisting of a diverse array of natural resource scientists from around the island of Hawaii. We
supervised preparation of the Natural Resources Management Plan. MKMB Chair Barry Taniguchi guided the
development of the extremely effective Comprehensive Management Plan, of which our NRMP became a component.
By the time I left the MKMB in 2012, management had evolved from fairly minimal to highly organized, guided skillfully
by OMKM Director Stephanie Nagata, Natural Resources Supervisor Fritz Klasner, and a group of highly dedicated
young professional biologists. Most of the important biological, hydrological and geological initiatives that our
committee felt were important were being addressed immediately or queued up for future work. The Mauna Kea NR
team is outstanding and would be worthy of any National Park. I continue to express my faith in OMKM management
by volunteering on the Environment Committee. I hope you continue your support as well – there is no other entity that
could come close to the level of excellence that OMKM has achieved in protecting the biology, geology  and water
resources of Mauna Kea. No matter what the opinion people may have on astronomical observatories, we all agree
that protection of these resources is paramount.

 

Thank you

 

Ron Terry
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