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Aloha!

My name is Ekekelakini Leo (Kapuni-Reynolds) of Hilo, Hawai'i.  I was raised in both Volcano Village and Keaukaha,
so you may have an inkling of how significant  Mauna Kea is to me. I have seen and experienced the magnificent
energy, mana, and protection the mountains have on all of Hawai'i.

I do not simply see a piece of rock, I see a reflection of Hawai'i, of a proud and peaceful land. Mauna Kea is Hawai'i.
Mauna Kea is strength. Mauna Kea is pride. Mauna Kea is beautiful. Mauna Kea is home.

I cannot find the words to express how I feel about the situation, but I will try...

I know that a structure of that magnitude should not be built on Mauna Kea. My reasoning is simple: Has there been
any significant evidence that a structure of that size will not have an impact on the climate? Also, in my extensive
research to gain insight on this matter I have read that there will be a telescope much larger built in South America,
why is that not enough? It has come to my attention that the telescope is only being built because it will be on US Soil.
If the reasoning behind TMT is to discover the far reaches of the universe why can't the TMT being built in Chile be
enough? Why must there be more, why must there be one on US Soil? I feel that there is not enough information
presented by TMT to argue about significance or the placement aside from the simple reasoning of power and greed
while using science as a buffer.

Don't get me wrong, I think astronomy is a wonderful science, but I do not love it as much as my home. I urge the
board to reconsider its stance with TMT and listen to the Hawaiian people. Save our Mauna! Save our lāhui Hawai'i!

Can't you hear our cries or feel the pain this is causing. Hawai'i is asking for protection, not power, do not ignore us.
Please mālama iā Mauna a Wākea because she is protecting you every day!

Mahalo nui,
Ekekelakink Audene Leo (Kapuni-Reynolds)
Hilo, HI
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