
 
Aloha mai- 

 First and foremost, Mahalo for taking the time to thoroughly read through the 
testimonies submitted by all those who oppose the construction of the Thirty 
Meter Telescope (TMT) and further desecration of Mauna a Wākea. 

No sugar coating, this needs to end. The lies, the greed, the political power, the 
complete and utter lack of respect for the host culture that you are encroaching on, 
the list goes on. The fact that this is morally wrong should be reason enough to 
stop construction of the TMT. However, more than culture and morals are at stake. 
Fragile ecosystems, endangered plants and animals and Hawaiʻi Island's main 
aquifer to name a few. 

There has been public information released that the TMT will be a “waste free” 
device with all waste being transferred off site to a secure location. As much as I 
want to take your word for it, I don’t. There are several reports of mercury spillage 
particularly with the KECK 10 meter telescope which released 30 pounds of 
mercury into the ground and ultimately making its way to the aquifer. Ten meter's 
compared to the proposed Thirty Meter Telescope will not only result in a bigger 
spill but undoubtedly perilous contamination to the aquifer. 

Research shows that in a few years after this illegal construction is finished, the 
TMT will be outdated, scarcely used and collecting snow like several of the other 
telescopes already there. And for what? To find other signs of life, to peer into 
galaxies and planets that the majority percentage of Hawai‘i (and world) will 
never see? Auē. 

The fact of the matter is that the TMT and all other telescopes already standing, do 
not benefit the people of Hawai‘i or anywhere else for that matter. Why look into 
space when we can’t even take care of the space right in front of us. Hō‘ihi aku, 
hō‘ihi mai. Respect us and in return, you will get that same respect. 

Mahalo for your time and attention to this matter.  

Jordan Takekawa 

 

 

 

 


