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Aloha kākou, e nā lālā o ka BoR,
     My name is Bryan Kamaoli Kuwada, and I am a PhD candidate in English, and I am writing to you today to urge
you to stop the construction of the TMT on Mauna Kea and to cease the pursuit of an extension to the lease for that
area. I agree that the telescope itself would probably do a good deal to advance the study of astronomy and contribute
to a further understanding of the universe's origins, yet in all good conscience, I don't think that construction should
continue. 
     Proponents of the telescope say that this knowledge will benefit all of humanity and that is indeed true, but what is
the true cost of adding to humanity's knowledge? Do we really want to "advance" our knowledge on the backs of
others? That model of scientific inquiry has been dominant for too long. The Tuskegee experiments and the work of
Josef Mengele come to mind, and we know that these kinds of things still take place. The Tuskegee experiment only
ended in 1972.
     If you think that these examples are too extreme to compare to the telescopes, I urge you to ask yourself if you
truly fathom how sacred the mauna is to us and how we are genealogically connected to the land. There is no easy
correlative in contemporary Western ways of thinking, and that is why it is such a false equivalence when proponents
of the TMT try to say that they themselves practice a "sacred science." I am not saying this to diminish their work, only
to point out that their use of that phrase only serves to point out a lack of understanding of what sacred means to us.
     We need a model of scientific inquiry that is responsive to community concerns, rather than dismissive of us as
anti-science, or in one recent instance, anti-knowledge. We Hawaiians have been working for a long time to share our
knowledge about our connection to land and to Mauna Kea in particular, but we have consistently been ignored or
rebuffed.
     I won't argue the factual aspects of the case, as I am sure you will be sent a lot of testimony that does this. What I
will do is just ask you to use your imagination. Look beyond the way we have always done business. Look beyond the
image of Hawaiians as impediments to progress. Look beyond the model of advancing science no matter the human,
cultural, environmental, and psychic damage. Use your imagination and see past all of those things; imagine a world
where ethical science serves the needs of all the people rather than going to the highest bidder, a world where we feel
a connection to the land, a world where we are not constantly wreaking havoc on the world around us in the mistaken
idea that that is progress. Those are the possibilities that we are trying to remind you of. That is the world that we can
make possible together. Just imagine.

me ke aloha,
bryan
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