
Aloha 
 
My name is Keoni DeFranco and I am the founder and CEO of a software 
company based out of NYC. My 'ohana proudly hails from the homesteads of 
Waianae, Oahu, Halawa Valley, Molokai and Hilo, Big Island.  
 
I've dedicated my life to helping our Kanaka Maoli 'ohana all over the world and 
to "Malama 'Aina". Our company helps transport poi from Kauai for distribution 
in NYC and donates to programs that support foster children within our islands. 
We are currently preparing for the arrival of the Hokule'a in NYC next summer, a 
voyage my aunt has served as a on doctor both for this journey and many times in 
the past. As a Kanaka Maoli CEO, I spend much of my time in NYC spreading 
aloha and sharing our rich history, tradition and culture to individuals who know 
nothing of it.  
 
It brings me great pain to see our Mauna o Wakea hurting as she is today- this is 
not the aloha I am spreading in NYC. We've trusted UH to take care of our land 
and we feel betrayed at this very moment. Please join us as we malama aina and 
teach our keiki what that phrase truly means. With the utmost respect, I ask you to 
please look deeply within yourselves and remember how we go here so long 
along. There is much argument that our ancestors would have supported this 
scientific effort but I disagree, I know they would have never supported a process 
as un-pono as this one. We traveled by the stars and landed here with trust. Trust 
in our ancestors, in the signs from nature but most importantly in the trust between 
one another. Let us remember to keep this balance in pono or we will lose what 
makes our people so very unique and special. Let us maintain this trust.  
 
Look into the eyes of our keiki, they are watching the decisions we make this very 
week. Let us rejoice and make them proud. Let us send the world a message that 
the Kanaka Maoli care for our lands and help the TMT process relocate to a new 
location. The chance to make history is in your hands.  
 
Mahalo nui loa from NYC. The eyes of the world are on you. My sincerest 
blessings and aloha to you no matter what choice you make. May light, love and 
aloha guide us to a bright future.  
 
Keoni 
 

 

 

 


