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Dear UH Board of Regents,

   My name is Christoph Baranec. I am a member of faculty at the Institute for Astronomy and live and work here in
Hilo.
   I chose to make the great state of Hawaii my home in part because Maunakea is internationally recognized as the
best place on Earth to view the heavens and to unlock many of the mysteries of our Universe for all humankind. I have
previously had the privilege of bringing new technologies and cameras to many telescopes atop many mountains
around the world, and now I am proud to be able to share my expertise and knowledge with the people of Hawaii,
especially in the training of the next generation of engineers and scientists.
   Through my work on Maunakea, I have come in close contact with many of the preservation and management
practices of the Office of Mauna Kea Management (OMKM). I have met with many current and former Rangers who
strive to make sure everyone is safe on Maunakea and they are always willing to lend a hand, or an ear. As a UH
employee I have been through the yearly cultural, environmental and safety training run by OMKM. I have witnessed
the many conservation efforts led by OMKM: the documentation of the local flora and fauna populations, the
endangered silversword recovery efforts, the outreach activities into the community and schools to keep people
informed of the life on the summit, and of the control of invasive insects through volunteer weed-pulls at Hale Pohaku.
The later of which I participated on several occasions and learned more than I ever thought I would about invasive
fireweed and mullen, and how ants populations spread by feeding off of the aphids living on fireweed. Even these
simple activities have a big impact on the summit environment.
   I am very impressed by the professionalism, respect and reverence that the staff at OMKM show for the Maunakea
summit and the people that use the science reserve for religious practices, tourism and scientific research. There are
no other astronomical sites in the world that have even close to the same level of commitment, stewardship and love
shown by OMKM to Maunakea. I believe that this will continue in the next era of discovery uniquely enabled by the
Thirty Meter Telescope.

Aloha and Mahalo, 
Christoph Baranec

_____________________________________
Christoph Baranec
Assistant Astronomer
University of Hawaii at Manoa, Institute for Astronomy
baranec@hawaii.edu; 808-932-2318
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